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Papers  prefented  by  His  Majeftys  Command. 


(No.  I .)       .  Official  Note.— -Lord Grfcnville  to  the  Mi- 

ntfter.fbr  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French 
Republick. 

LA  Signature  des  Preliminaires  d'une  Paix,  dont 
la  Conclufion  definitive  doit  rerminer  la  Guerre 
du  Continent,  paroit  offrir  aux  Deux  Gouvernemens 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  de  la  France  une  Occafion 
naturelle  et  des  nouvelles  Facilites  pour  le  Renou- 
vellement  des  Negotiations  pacifiques  entre  eux:— - 
Une  Partie  des  Obftacles  qui  auroient  pu  retarder  cet 
Ouvrage  faluraire  n'exiftant  plus;  et  les  Interets 
dont  on  aura  a  traiter  depuis  cet  Evenement  n'etant 
ni  auffi  etendus  ni  aufii  compliques  qu'ils  1'etoient 
auparavant. 

La  Cour  de  Londres  defirant  toujours  employer 
tons  les  Moyens  les  plus  propres  a  contribuer  a  cet 
Objet,  fi  interefTant  pour  le  Bonheur  des  Deux 
Nations,  n'a  pas  voulu  omettre  de  renouveller  au 
Gouvernement  Francois  I'AlTurance  de  fes  Difpofi- 
tions  conftantes  a  cet  egard.  Et  le  Soufllgne  eft 
autorize  de  propofer  au  Miniftre  des  Relations  Ex- 
terieures  d'entrer  fans  Delai,  et  fous  telle  Forme  qui 
fera  jugee  la  plus  convenable,  dans  la  DifculTion  des 
Vues  et  des  Pretenfions  refpeclives,  pour  regler  les 
Preliminaires  d'une  Paix,  que  1'on  arrangeroit  defi- 
nitivcment  au  Congres  futur. 

Des  que  Ton  feroit  d'accord  fur  la  Forme  de  cettc 

Negotiation,    le   Gouvernement   Bntannique   feroit 

pret  a  y  concourir  en  prenant  de  fa  Part  toutes  les 

B  Mefurcs 


Mefures  les  plus  propres  pour  accelcrer  le  Retablif~ 
fement  dc  la  Tranquillite  publique. 

(Signe)         GRENVILLE. 

a  Wcftminfter,  cc  i  Juin,  1797. 

{No.  i.)  Tranflation. 

THE  Signature  of  the  Preliminaries  of  a  Peace,  the 
definitive  Conclufion  of  which  is  to  put  an  End  to  the 
Continental  War,  appears  to  afford  to  the  Two  Go- 
vernments of  Great  Britain  and  France  a  natural  Op- 
portunity and  new  Facilities  for  the  Renewal  of  pa- 
dfick  Negociations  between  them :  A  Part  of  the 
Obftacles,  which  might  have  retarded  this  falutary 
Work,  no  longer  exifting;  and  the  Interefts  to  be 
treated  of  being,  after  this  Event,  neither  fo  extend ve 
nor  fo  complicated  as  they  were  before. 

The  Court  of  London,  always  delirous  of  em-* 
ploying  fuch  Means  as  are  beft  calculared  to  con- 
tribute to  this  Object,  fo  interefting  to  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  the  Two  Nations,  is  unwilling  to  omit  re- 
newing to  the  French  Government  the  Afiurance  of 
the  Continuance  of  its  Difpofitions  on  this  Subject. 
And  the  Underfigned  is  authorized  to  propofe  to  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  enter  without  Delay. 
and  in  fuch  Manner  as  (hall  be  judged  the  moft  ex- 
pedient, upon  the  Difcuffion  of  the  Views  and  Pre- 
tenfions  of  each  Party  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Pre- 
liminaries of  a  Peace,  which  may  be  definitively  ar- 
ranged at  the  future  Congrefs. 

As  foon  as  the  Form  of  this  Negotiation  fhall  have 
been  agreed  upon,  the  Britifh  Government  will  be 
ready  to  concur  in  it,  by  taking  on  its  Part  fuch 
Meafures  as  are  the  moft  proper  for  accelerating  the 
Re-eftablifhment  of  the  public  Tranquillity. 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 

Weftminflcr,  June  i,  1797. 

(No. 
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(No.  2.)  Official  Note. — The  Minifter  for  Foreign 

Affairs  to  Lord  Grenville. 

LE  Miniftre  des  Relations  Exterieures  de  la  Re- 
publique  Fran^aife  fouhfigne  s'eft  empreife  de  mettre 
Jbus  les  yeux  du  Directoire  Executif  la  Note  qui  lui 
a  e\e  tranfmife  le  I  Juin  1797  (v.  ft.)  par  le  Lord 
Grenville,  au  Nom  de  Sa  Majefte  Britannique.  H 
eft  charge  d'y  repondre. 

Le  Directoire  Executif  voit  avec  Satisfaction  le 
Defir  qu'  annonce  le  Cabinet  de  Saint  James  de  faire 
ceffer  enfin  les  Malheurs  de  la  Guerre.  II  accueil- 
lera  avec  Emprefleir,ent  les  Ouvertures  et  les  Pro- 
pofitions  qui  lui  feront  faites  par  la  Cour  d'Angle- 
terre. 

Le  Diredloire  Executif  defire,  cependant,  que  les 
Negociations  s'entament  de  fuite  pour  un  Traite  Dc- 
finitif.  Cette  Marche  Lui  paroit  preferable  a  un 
CongreSj  dont  le  Refukat  ne  peut  qui  etre  fort 
eloigne,  et  ne  repond  point  au  Delir  ardent  qu'il  a 
de  retablir,  le  plus  promptement  ,poffible3  la  Paix 
entre  les  Deux  Puiffances. 

(Signe)         CH.  DELACROIX. 

a  Paris,  le  16  Prairial,  An  5 
de  la  Republique  Fran^aile,  une 
et  indiviiibie. 

(No.  2.)  Tranflation. 

THE  Uunderfigned  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  of 
the  French  Repubiick,  loft  no  Time  in  laying  before 
the  Executive  Directory  the  No.e  which  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  him  on  the  ift  of  June  (O.  S.)  by  Lord 
Grenvilie,  in  rhe  Name  of  His  Britannick  Majcfty. 
He  is  directed  to  anfwer  it. 

The  Executive    Directory  fees  with   Satisfaction 

the  Defire  which  the  Cabinet  of  Saint  James's  ex- 

preftes  to  put  an  End,  at  length,  to  the  Calamities  of 

\Var.     It  will  receive  with  Eagernefs  the  Overtures 

B  2  and 
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and  Propofals  which  fliall  be  made  to  it  by  the  Court 
of  England. 

The  Executive  Directory  defines  notwithstanding, 
that  the  Nrgociations  fhould  be  fet  on  Foot  at  once 
for  a  Definitive  Treaty.  This  Proceeding  appears 
to  the  Directory  preferable  to  a  Congres*  of  which 
the  Refuit  muft  be  remote,  and  which  does  not  cor- 
refpond  with  die  ardent  Defire  that  it  has  to  re-efta- 
blifti,  as  quickly  as  pofiible,  Peace  between  the  Two 
Powers. 

(Signed)         CH.  DELACROIX. 

Paris,  16  Prairial,  5th  Year  of 
the  French  RepuMick,  one  and 
indivifible. — (June  4,  1797). 

(No.  3.)  Official  Note. — Lord  Grenville  to  the  Mi- 

nifter  for 'Foreign  Affairs. 

LA  'Cour  de  Londfes  a  recoi,  avec  la  plus  grandc 
Satisfaction,  les  Aflur4nces  des  Difpofitions  du  Di- 
reclxMre  Executif  d'acceuillir  avec  F.mpreflemcnt  les 
Ouvertures  pacifiques  de  la  Grand  Bretagne,  aufli 
bien  que  de  fon  Defir  de  retablir,  le  plus  prompte- 
ment  pofliblc,  la  Paix  entre  les  Deux  PuifTances. 

Emprefic  d'y  contribuer  en  tout  ce  qui  peut  de- 
pendre  de  Lui,  le  Gouvernement  Britannique  ne 
tardera  pas  d'envoyer  foit  a  Paris,  ibit  a  tel  autre 
Vru  fur  le  Continent  dont  on  pourra  convenir,  un 
Miniftre  pour  traiter  et  conclure  avec  le  PJenipoten- 
tiaire  qui  fcra  nomme  par  le  Direcloire  Executif. 

Le  Soufligne  eft  charge  de  demander  a  connoitre 
le  Voeu  du  Direc^oire  iur  le  Lieu  de  la  Negotiation, 
a  fin  qu'on  puifle  prendre  ;ci  une  Determination 
prompt'  a  'cet  cgard  ;  et  de  prier  le  Miniltre  des  Re- 
lations Exterieures  de  lui  envoyer,  fans  Delai,  les 
^affeports  neceiraires  pour  que  le  Plenipotentiaire 
du  Roi  puifle  fe  rmdre  au  plutot  a  fa  Deftination,. 
La  Quc(iion  de  figner  des  Articles  Preliminaires  ou 
l)c  ...-iitifs  depenJra  ncv^eflairement  de  la  Marche  ct 
dc  la  Tournure  des  Negotiations,  aux-quelles,  il  fera 

apporte 
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apporte  de  la  Parrde  la  Grande  Bretagne,  le  Defir 
le  plus  fmcere  pour  le  prompt  Retablifiement  de  la 
Paix. 

(Sign*)        GRENVILLE. 

a  Weftminfter,  ce  8  Juin  1797. 

(No.  3.)  Tranflation, 

THE  Court  of  London  has  received,  with  the 
greateft  Satisfaction,  the  Aflurances  of  the  Difpofi- 
tions  of  the  Executive  Directory  to  entertain  with 
Eagernefs  the  pacific  Overtures  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  of  it's  foefire  to  re-eftablifh,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  Peace  between  the  Two  Powers. 

Anxious  to  contribute  to  it  in  every  Thing  which 
can  depend  upon  itfelf,  the  Britifh  Government  will 
not  delay  to  fend  to  Paris,  or  to  fuch  other  Place, 
upon  the  Continent,  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  a  Mi- 
nifter,  to  treat  and  conclude  with  the  Plenipoten- 
tiary, who  mail  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory. - 

The  Underfignedjs  directed  to  define  to  know  the 
Wim  of  the  Directory,  as  to  the  Place  of  the  Nego- 
tiation, in  order  that  a  Ipeedy  Determination  may  be- 
taken here  upon  that  Subject  j  and  to  requeft  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  fend  him,  without 
Delay,  the  necelTary  PaiTports,  to  enable  the  King's 
Plenipotentiary  to  repair  immediately  to  his  Defti- 
nation.  The  Queftion  of  figning  Prelirninasy  or  De- 
finitive Articles,  will  necellarily  depend  upon  the 
Progrefs  and  Turn  of  the  Negotiations,  to  which,  on 
the  Part  of  Great  Britain,  will  be  brought  the  moft 
fiecere  Defire  for  the  fpeedy  Re-e(tablifhment  of 
Peace. 

(Signed)  #     GRENVILLE. 
Weftminfter,  June  8th,  1797. 

(No. 
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(No.  4.)  Official  Note— The  MiniJter  for  Forciga 

Affairs  to  Lord  Greu/ille. 

Li  Directoire  Executif  de  la  Republique  Franc^ifr 
a  vii  avec  Satisfaction,  par  la  Note  Officielle  du  Lord 
Grenville,  en  Date  du  o  Juin  (v.  it.)  que  la  Cour  de 
Londres  fe  montrait  uifpofee  a  entamer,  fans  Dclai, 
la  Negociation  dont  elle  a  fait  recemment  1'Ouver- 
ture.  Rempli  du  meme  Emprefiemcnt,  convaincu 
que  les  Intentions  du  GouvernementBriiannique  font 
telles  qu'il  les  annonce,  II  a  charge  le  Miniltre  des 
Relations  Extericurs  fouffigne,  de  faire  paftVr  au  Lord 
Grenville  les  Pafleports  necefTiires  pour  un  Miniftre 
charge  de  plcins  Pouvoirs  a  1'Lffec  de  n-jgocier  et 
conclure  un  Traite  de  Paix  dcftnitif  et  fepare  avcc 
la  Republique  Fran^aifc. 

Le  Direftoire  Exccutif  a  dcfigne  la  Comrnune  de 
Lille  pour  le  Point  de  Reunion  des  Plenipotentiaircs 
refpedifs. 

(Signc)         CM.  DELACROIX. 

a  Paris,  23  Prairial, 
An  5  de  la  Rep.  Fr. 

(No.  4.)  Translation. 

THE  Executive  Dire&ory  of  the  French  Republick 
has  fcen  with  Satisfaction,  by  the  Official  Note  of 
Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  8th  (O.  S.),  that  the 
Court  of  London  fhews  itfelf  difpofed  to  fet  on  Foot, 
\vithout  Delay,  the  Negotiation,  for  which  It  has 
lately  made  an  Overture.  .  Filled  with  the  farce  Ka- 
gcrntfs,  convinced  that  the  Intentions  of  the  Britiili 
Government  are  fuch  as  It  defcribcs  them,  the  Di- 
rectory has  directed  the  Underfigncd,  Miniftcr  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  tranfmit  to  Lord  Grtnviile  the 
neceflary  Pafiports  for  a  Miniftcr  furnilhed  with  full 
lowers  for_the  Purpofc  of  ncgQtiating_a_dcfinitive 
and  fcparate  Treaty  of _£cj.ce  with  the  French  Re^ 
publicK. 

The 
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The  Executive  Dirc&ory  has  fixed  upon  the  Com- 
mune of  Liflc  as  the  Place  of  Meeting  for  the  refpeo 
tive  Plenipotentiaries. 

(Signed)        CH.  DELACROIX. 

a  Paris,  23  Prairial,  5th  Year 
of  the  French  Republick. 
(June  n,   1757.) 

{  No.  5  .  )  Form  of  Paflport. 

LiberU',  Egalite.  Fraternite,  Union. 

An  Nom  de  la  Republique  Fran^aile. 

A  TOUS  Officiers  Civils  et  Militaircs,  charges  d« 
maintenir  1'Ordre  public  dans  les  differens  Departe- 
mens  de  la  France,  et  de  fairc  refpeder  le  Nom 
Frangois  chez  1'Etranger. 

Laities  pafier  librement 

charge  des  pleins  Pouvoirs  de  Sa  Majefle  Britanniquey  a. 
I'ejfet  de  rtegociery  condure>  etfigner  un  Traite  de  Paix 
Definitif  et  Separe  auec  la  Republique  Fran^aifet  Ncttf 


allant  a  Lille  y  Departement  du  Nord,  Lieu  defigne  ponr 
la  Negotiaticn, 

fans  donner  ni  fouffrirqu'il  foit  donne 
aucun  Empechement. 

Le  prcfent  Paffeport  fera  valablc  pour 
Decades  feulement. 

Donne  a  Paris,  le  13  Prairiat,  1'An  5  de  la  Re- 
publique, Une  et  Indivisible. 

Le  Miniftre  des  Relations  Exterieures, 

(Signe)        CH.  DELACROIX. 
Par  le  Miniftre, 

(Signe)    T,  GUIRAUDET,  Sec.  Gen. 


(No. 


(     8     ) 
(No.  $.)  Tranflation. 

Liberty,  Equality.  Fraternity,  Union. 

In  the  Name  of  the  French  Republick. 
To    alt  Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  charged 
maintain  public  Order  in  the  different  Departments 
of  France,  and  to  make  the  French  Name 
Abroad. 

Allow  to  pifs  freely 
fur:ift»d  with  the  full  Pcwers^cf  His  Britemnick  Ma- 
cf 


<L  Definitive  and  Separate  Treaty  ef  Peace  with  • 
the  French  Republick,  Native  cf,  &c.  S3c.  fcff. 

going  to  Lille,   'Department  of  the  North,  the  Place  r.p~ 
pointed  for  the  Negotiation, 

without  giving  or  fuftering  any  Hindrance    to    be 
given  to  him. 

This  Paffport  fliall  be  in  force  for  Decades 

only. 

Given  at  Paris  the  23  Prairial,  5th  Year  of  the 
Republick,  One  and  IndiviHble. 
The  Miniftcr  Foreign  Affairs, 

(Signed)         CH.  DELACROIX. 
By  the  Minifter, 

(Signed)        T.  GUIRAUDET. 

(No.  6.)  Official  Note.  —  Lord  Grenvllle  to  the  Miniflcr 

for  Foreign  Affairs. 

LE  Soufllgne  a  re$u  de  la  Part  du  Miniftrc  des  Re- 
lations Fxu-rieures  de  la  Republique  Fran^aifc  fa 
Note  Officielle,  avec  Ic  Pafleporte  qui  y  etoit  joint. 

La  CourdeLondres  accepte  volontiers  la  Propofi- 
tion  du  GoUTCmcment  Francois  par  rapport  ati  Lieu 
dc  la  Negotiation,  et  confente  a  ce  que  Lille  foil  de- 
fi^nc  j  our  la  Reunion  des  Plenipotentiaries  refpeclifs  : 
Bien  enter  iu  one  celui  du  Roi  aura  la  Faculte  d'ex- 
pulier  fes  Couriers  en  droiture  de  Lille  a  Douvres 

par 
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par  Calais;  et  que  les  Batimens  Anglais,  defignes 
pour  maintenir  cctce  Communication,  pourront  entrer 
et  fortir  librement  du  Port  de  Calais,  ei  naviguer  en-- 
toute  Surete  eritre  cette  Vilie  et  Douvres. 

An  fujet  de  Pafieport,  le  SoufTigne  ie  voit  oblige 
de  remarquer  que  les  Termes  dans  lefquels  cet  In- 
ftrument  eft  redige  s'ecartent  de  la  Forme  ufitee,  pur 
la  Designation  parti culiere,  qui  s'y  trouve,  de  la  .Na- 
ture et  de  I'etcndue  des  Pouvoirs,  et  de  ia  Million 
du  Plenipotentiaire  du  Roi 

Cette  nouvelle  Forme  paroit  fufceptible  d'entrainer 
fouventde  grands  Inronveniens,  et,  d'apres -les  Termes 
dont  on  s'eft  fervi  dans  le  Cas  aftuel,  eiie  auroit  celui 
de  ne  pas  repondre  avec  Exaftitude  aux  Pouvoirs  et 
a  la  Minion  du  Miniftrc  dont  il  eft  queftion. 

Ses  Plein- Pouvoirs,  rediges  dans  la  Forme  ordi- 
naire, erhbrafieroient  tous  les  Cas ;  et  en  ne  lui  prc- 
fcrivant  aucune  V.oic  de  Negotiation,  lui  donneroient 
la  Faculte  la  plus  illimiree  de  conclure  des  Articles 
on  des  Traites,  foit  Preliminaires  foit  Dehnitifs,  fe- 
lon o^iie  cela  pourra  Iji  inieiix  con  venir  au  prompt 
Retabliflement  de  la  Paix,  feul  Objec  de  fa  Million. 

Mais  la  Cour  de  Londres  ne  tient  nulleirient  a  la 
Conciufion  d'un  Traite  Prtliminaire,  et  ne  doririeroit 
la  Preference  qu'  a  tel  Moyen,  quelqu'ii  puiffe  etre, 
qui  fera  trouve  le  plus  propre  a  accelerer  la  Con- 
clufion  de  la  Paix. 

Le  Plenipotentiaire  du  Roi  fera  done  egalement 
prer,  et  autorize  a  entrer  fans  Delai  en  Negotiation, 
fur  Tun  ou  1'autre  pied  ;  fur  celui  d'un  Traite  Preli- 
minaire,  ou  bien,  fi  cela  continue  a  eltre  le  Voeu  du 
Directoirei  d'un  Traite  Dennitif. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  la  Queftion  d'un  Traite  Se- 
pare  ; — il  n'y  auroit  aucune  Objection  a  terminer  par 
im  pareil  Traite  ce  qui  regarde  les  Interees  refpectifs 
de  la  France  et  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  felon  que 
cela  s'cft  ordinaircment  pratique  en  pareil  Cas  :  Mais 
le  Roi  ne  peut  laiffer  aucun  Doute  fun  Son  Intention 
de  pourvoir  a  ce  qni  efi:  diVaux  InterOts  de  Son  Allie 
C  la 


la  Reine  Trcs  Fidelle.  F.t  par  une  fuite  des  memes 
Principe^,  Sa  Majcfte  ne  refufera  pas  d'cntrer  en 
tellcs  Explication  par  rapport  aux  Inteiets  dc  1'Ef- 
pagne  et  <ie  la  Hollande,  qui  pourroicnt  paroitre  nc- 
cdfai:cs  ati  Retabli::'cmcnt  de  la  Paix. 

Apres  cette  Explication  Tranche  et  p^edfe,  le 
Gouvernemcnt  Britannique  fe  peiftiade  que  le  Di- 
re&oire  nc  t.irdera  pas  de  Lui  fare  parvenir  un  Paf- 
feport  pour  le  Plenipotentiaire  Biitannique  et  fa  Suite, 
dans  la  Forme  ufitce,  et  tel  qu'il  a  etc  envoye  au 
Mois  d'Oclobre  detr.icr  pour  la  Mifiion  dont  Lord 
Malmefbury  ctoit  charge  alors. 

Dans  cette  Attente,  et  pour  eviter  tout  Delai,  Sa 
Majefte  a  drja  fait  Choix  du  rr,eme  Miniftre  pour  La 
reprcfenrer  dans  cette  Occafion  importante  : — Et  le 
Souffigne  eft  charge  de  demander  a  quel  Jour  le 
Plenipotentiaire  Francois  pourra  etre  rendu  a  Lille; 
— a  fin  que  le  Lord  Malmibury  puifle  y  ar river  a  la 
me  me  Epoque. 

(Signe)         GRENVILLE. 

a  Wcftminllcr,  ce  17  Juin  1797. 

(No.  6.)  Traoflation. 

THE  Underfigned  has  received  from  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Aflairs  of  the  French  Rep'iblick  his  Offi- 
cial Note,  with  the  Paflport  which  accompanied  it. 

The  Court  of  London  willingly  accepts  the  Pro- 
pofal  of  the  French  Government  with  refpe6l  to  the 
Place  of  Negotiation,  and  con  fen  ts  that  Lifle  fhall  be 
appointed  as  the  Place  of  Meeting  for  the  refpedlive 
Plenipotentiaries  : — It  being  always  underftood,  that 
the  King's  Plenipotentiary  lliall  have  Liberty  to  dif- 
patch  his  Couriers  direftiy  from  I  ifle  to  Dover,  by 
Way  of  Calais  ,  and  that  the  Englifo  Vtflcls,  ap- 
pointed for  keeping  up  this  Communication,  fh.  11  be 
allowed  tret  ly  to  go  into,  and  come  out  of,  the  Port 
of  Calais,  and  to  pafs  in  perfect  Safety  between  that 
City  and  Dover. 

With 


With  refpect  to  the  Paflport,  the  Underfigned 
finds  himfclf  under  the  Neceffity  of  remarking  that 
the  Terms  in  which  this  Instrument  is  drawn  up, 
differ  from  the  ufual  Form,  by  the  particular  De- 
fcription,  which  is  inferted  in  them,  of  the  Nature 
and  Extent  of  the  Powers,  and  of  the  Miflion  of  the 
King's  Plenipotentiary. 

This  new  Form  appears  liable  to  produce,  in 
many  Inftances,  confiderable  Inconveniences  ;  and, 
according  to  the  Terms  ufed  in  this  particular  In- 
ftance,  it  would  have  the  Difadvantage  of  not  an- 
fwering  exactly  to  the  Powers  and  the  Miflion  of  the 
Miniiter  in  queftion. 

His  full  Powers,  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  Form,  will 
inclujie^jtfej^£a{e ;  and  without  prefcribing  to  him 
any  particular  Mode  of  Negotiation,  will  give  him 
the  moil  unlimited  Authority,  to  conclude  any.  Ar- 
ticles or  Treaties,  whether  Preliminary  or  Definitive, 
as  might  beft  conduce  to  the  fpeedy  Re-eftablifhment 
of  Peace,  which  is  the  fole  Object  of  his  Miflion. 

But  the  Court  of  London  does  not  by  any  Means 
make  a  Point  of  concluding  a  Preliminary  Treaty, 
and  would  prefer  only  that  Mode,  whatever  it  may 
be,  which  mail  be  found  the  beft  calculated  to  acce- 
lerate the  Conclufion  of  Peace. 

The  King's  Plenipotentiary  then  will  be  equally 
ready,  and  authorized  to  begin  the  Negotiation  with- 
out Delay,  upon  either  footing  -3  upon  the  footing  of 
a  Preliminary  Treaty — or,fhould  fuch  continue  to  be 
the  Wim  of  the  Directory,  upon  that  of  a  Definitive 
Treaty. 

As  to  what  regards  the  Queftion  of  a  feparate 
Treaty — there  would  be  no  Objection  to  fettling,  by 
a  Treaty  of  this  Kind,  whatever  relates  to  the  re- 
fpective  Interefts  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain,  as 
has  been  ufually  the  Practice  in  fimilar  Cafes  :  But 
the  King  can  not  allow  any  Doubt  to  fubfift  as  to  His 
Intention  of  providing  for  what  is  due  to  the  Interefts 
of  His  Ally  Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty.  And  in 
C  2  pur- 
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purfnance  of  the  fame  Principles,  His  Majefty  will 

(  to  enter  into  iuch  Fxplanations  with  re;: 
to  the   Interefls  of  Spain  and  Holland  ?.b  may  api  ear 
..  iy  for  the  Roeiial  . 

r  thi*  frank  and  prtcifc  1J  '::pi  .n  tun,  the  Bri- 
tifh  (  i-nt  is  pciliisded  that  the  Directory  will 

n'>t  delay  to  tr-'.nfmit  to  them  a  PaPport  for  thr  Bri- 
tiih  Plenipotentiary  and  his  Suite,  in  the  uiur.l  Form, 
and  luch  as  was  il-nt  in  the  Month  of  October  1  ill  for 
the  Mifiion  with  with  Lord  Maln.elbury  v.as  ihcn 
ch.irgcd. 

In  this  Expe«51-ation,  and  for  the  Sake  of  avoiding 
all  Delay.  HisMaj  fty  has  already  n'.adc  Choice  o,f 
lie  lanieMiniflcr  LO  reprdtnt  Him  <  n  this  iir.por.ant 
Occafion.  And  the  Undcrfigncd  is  charged  to  en- 
quire on  what  Day  the  French  Plenipotentiary  wili  be 
at  Lifle,  in  order  that  Lord  Malmeibury  may  arrive 
there  at  the  lame  Time. 

(Signed)         GRENVILLE, 
Wcftminfter,  June  17,  1797. 

(No.  7.)  Official  Note. — The  Mimfter  for  Foreign 

Affairs  to  Lord  Grenvilie. 

LE  Soufilgne  Miniftre  de  Relations  Exterieurcs 
amis,  auflitot  la  Reception,  fous  les  ycux  du  Dirt-c- 
toi  e  Executif,  la  Note  Officielle  que  lui  a  adrcflce 
le  Lord  Grenviile,  en  Date  du  17  Juin  1797  (v.  ft.). 
11  s'empi'eiic;  d'y  repondre  conformcment  aux  Oi\!i\s 
qu  il  a  rcc,us. 

Le  Direcloire,  partageant  bien  finccrcmcnt  les 
Sentimens  pacifiques  que  tcmoignc  Sa  Majcfre  Bri- 
tanniquc,  e:  voulant  amcner  ie  plus  prompten:ent 
pofnble  Negotiations  a  une  hcureufc  Iflue,  perfiftc  a 
dtmander  que  les  Negociateurs  rcfpe<5tifs  s'occupci-t, 
auffitot  leur  Reunion,  d'un  Tmite  Dcfinitif.  II  ac- 
ceptc  avec  Satisfaction  le  Confentement  da  Sa  Majefte 
Britannique  a  cet  c^ai\!j  cxprinic  dans  la  Note  du 
Lord  Grenville. 

Lc 
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Le  Direfloire  confent  a  ce  que  Sa  Majefte  Britan- 
nique  faffe,  par  Son  Plenipotentiaire,  les  propofi- 
dons  on  Stipulations,  qu'il  jugera  convenables,  pour 
Sa  Maieile  Tres  'Fidele ;  comme  reciproquement 
les  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique  en  feront 
pour  fes  Allies.  Sa  Majefte  Catholique  ct  la  Repu- 
blique Batave/ 

Le  Directoire  confent  a  ce  que  la  Negoci?.tion 
ioit  ouvcrte  avec  le  Lord  Malmcfbury;  cependant 
un  autre  Choix  Lui  eut  piru  d'un  plus  heureux  Au- 
gurc  pour  la  prompte  Conciuiion  de  la  Paix. 

Le  Directoire  demande  qu'ii  foit  etabli  en  Principe, 
que  chaque  Paquebot  Anglais,  qui  aura  tranfporte 
le  Plenipotenciaire  ou  un  Courrier,  repirtira  fur  le 
Champ  et  ne  pourra  fejourner.  II  donera  des  Ordres 
pour  qu'il  (bit  fourni  ians  Delai  un  Paquebot  Fran- 
^aisa  ehacun  des  Courriers,  que  le  Plenipotentiaire 
de  Sa  Majefte  Britannique  expcdicra.  II  defire 
toutefois  que  les  Courriers  ne  fbient  pas  trop  mul- 
tiplies; leur  Multiplication  ayant  etc  line  des  prin- 
cipales  Caufes  de  la  Rupture  des  Negociations  pre* 
ceder.tes. 

D'apres  les  explications  ci-deiTus,  il  devient  in- 
utile de  tranfmcttre  au  Lord  Grenville  un  nouveau 
Paffeport;  les  Reftriclions,  qu'il  craignoit  de  voir 
dans  celui  qui  lui  a  etc  adrefle,  fe  trouvant  entiere- 
ment  levees. 

Les  Plcnipotentiaires  Francais  feront  rendus  a 
Lille  a  1'Epoquc  ou  le  Lord  Malmeibury  pourra  y 
etre  rendu  lui-meme. 

(Signe)         CH.  DELACROIX:. 

Paris,  le  2  Meffidor. 

(No.  7.)  Tranflation. 

•  THE  underfjgned  Mjnifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  has 
laid  before  the  Directory,  immediately  upon  its 
Receipt,  the  Official  Note  addrcfTed  to  him  by  Lord 
Grenville,  da:ed  June  17,  1797  (O,  S.)  tic  lole$ 

no 
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no  Time  in  replying  to  it,  according  to  the  Orders 
which  he  has  received. 

The  Dirrrtory,  partaking  moft  fincerely  in  the 
p.iciric  Sentiments  which  His  Britannick  Mnjefty 
announces,  and  wifhing  to  bring  the  Negotiations  as 
quickly  as  poffinle  to  a  happy  ifluc,  perfifts  in  re- 
quiring that  the  refpective  Plenipotentiaries  fhali 
begin  immediately  upon  their  Meeting  to  treat  of  a 
Definitive  Trea.y.  The  Directory  accepts,  with 
Satisfaction,  the  Confent  of  His  Britannick  Majefty 
upon  this  Subject,  exprefied  in  the  Note  of  Lord 
Grcnville, 

The  Directory  confcnts  that  His  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty fhall  make,  by  His  Plcnipotcnrbry,  iuch  Pro- 
pofals  or  Sripui:itions  as  He  fhall  think  proper  for 
Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty,  as  in  return  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  Republick  will  do  for  their 
Allies  his  Catholic  Majefty  and  the  Batavian  Re- 
publick. 

The  Directory  confents  that  the  Negotiation  fhall 
be  opened  with  Lord  Malmefbury.  Another  Chojre 
would,  hov.cver,  have  appeared  to  the  Directory  to 
augur  more  favourably  tor  the  fpeedy  Conclufion  of 
Peace. 

The  Directory  requires  thnt  it  fhall  be  eftablifhed 
a^a  Principle  that  each  Englifh  Packet  Boat,  which 
ihall  have  brought  over  cither  the  Plenipotentiary 
or  a  Courier,  fhall  return  without  Delay,  and  fhali 
not  be  allowed  to  make  any  Stay.  The  Directory 
W]JJL giyj^Orders  tRat  a  lire ncji  Packet  Boat  fhall  be 
furnilhed,  wi  ayvto  each  of  the  Couriers 

y/hom  rl-.c  l;l.  .••.ipotentiary  of  His  Britannick  Ma- 
jdlyjRa'H  dil'patch.  The  Directory  difnes",  at  the 
•"^Time,  that  the  Couriers  fhoukl  not  be  fcnt  too 
frequently;  the  frequent  lending  of  them  having 
been  one  of  the  principal  Caules  of  the  Rupture 
of  the  former  Negotiation. 

After  the  above  Explanation,  it  becomes  unnecef- 
firy  to  tranfmit  to  Lord  Grenvilk  a  new  PafTport; 

the 
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the  Reftrictions  which  he  apprehended  were  to  be 
found  in  that  which  has  been  addrefled  to  him,  being 
entirely  done  away. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries  will  have  arrived 
at  Lifle  by  the  Time  at  which  Lord  Malmeibury 
can  himfelf  be  there. 

(Signed)         CH.  DELACROIX. 

Paris,  2  Meffidor.  (June  20,  1797.) 

(No.  8.)  Official  Note.— Lord  Grenville  to  thfc 

Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

LE  Soufilgne  a  mis  fous  les  yeux  du  Roi  la  Note 
Officielle  du  Gouvernement  Francois  qu'il  a  rec,u 
le  23  du  Mois  courant. 

Sur  les  Deux  premiers  Articles  de  cette  Note  les 
Deux  Parties  font  d 'accord.  II  n'y  a  done  ricn  a 
ajouter  la  deffus  aux  Explications  precedentes;  en 
confequence  defquelles  Explications, le  Lord  Malmef- 
bury  procedera  fans  Delai  a  Lille,  pour  entrer  en 
Negotiation  avec  les  Plenipotentiaires  Francois,  pour 
la  Confection  d'un  Traite  Definitif.  La  Remarque 
du  Directoire  fur  le  Choix  que  Sa  Majefte  a  juge 
a  propos  de  faire  de  Son  Pienipotentiaire  n'etant 
certainement  de  Nature  a  exiger  aucune  Reponfe. 

Le  Gouvernement  Britannique  confent  a  1'Ar- 
rangement  propofe  pour  les  Paquebots;  pourvO 
qu'il  foit  fourni  regulicrement,  et  fans  le  moindre 
Delai  un  Paquebot  Francois  pour  chaque  Courier 
que  le  Pienipotentiaire  Britannique  fe  verra  dans  le 
cas  d'expcdier:  L'Exercice  de  fon  Droit  incontefta- 
ble  a  cet  egard  ne  devant  et  ne  pouvant  etre  reglee 
que  par  fa  Difcretion  feule,  dans  la  vue  d'amener  la 
Negotiation  dont  il  efc  charge  a  une  prompte  et 
heureufe  fin. 

Pour  ce  qui  eft  de  la  Rupture  de  la  derniere 
Negotiation,  ks  Circonftances  et  les  Motifs  en  font 
connus  a  toute  1'Europe;  et  ce  n'eft  pas  au  Moment 
d'entamer  une  nouvelle  Difcuffion  pacifique,  que  le 

gou- 


goirvcrncment  Britanniquc  penfe  qu'il  peutetrc  urile4 

. 

I  e  Lord  Mai;1  ,-rira  d<  I.cndrrs  le  .o  ce 

•r  rcndre  dc  luire  a  Cal.iis;  d'oti  il  rt'gleni 

ion  Dc'p.irt  felon  la  Notification  qu'il  y  re^evra  da 

four  ou  ks  Miniftres  Francois  pounont  etre  rendus 

(Sipnt)        GRENVILLE. 

a  V/elhmnfter,  ce  26  Juin  1797. 
(No.  S.)  Trinflation, 

THE  Underfigned  has  laid  before  the  King  the 
Official  Note  of  the  Fiench  Govrrnment,  which  he 
received  the  ijd  of  the  prelcnt  Month. 

As  to  the  Two  firft  Articles  of  this  Note  both  Par- 
ties are  agreed.  On  this  Point  there foie  there  is 
nothing  to  be  added  to  the  Explanations  already 
given  ;  in  confrquence  of  which  Explanations  Lord 
rvl.ihiK-fbury  will,  without  Delay,  proceed  to  Lille 
to  en  c  r  iir.o  a  Negociation  with  the  French  Pleni- 
potentiaries for  the  Completion  of  a  Definitive 
Treaty.  The  Remark  of  the  Dirf-lory  upon  the 
Choice  which  His  Majefty  has  thought  fit  to  make 
of  His  Plenipotentiary,  being  certainly  of  a  Nature 
not  to  require  an  Anfwcr. 

The  Britilh1  Government  agrees  to  the  Arrange- 
ment propofed  for  the~  Packet  Boars  ;  provided  that 
a  French  Packet  Boat  fhall  bv  furniircd  regubrly, 
;  h  >ut  the  lead  Delay,  for  each  Courier  \vhicii 
the  Britilh  Plenipotentiary  ihall  find  it  neceflaay  to 
i  he  Exercife  of  his  inconteftable  Righc 
in  this  R  fpecl  being  to  be  governed  by  his  own 
Pifcjrctipn  only,  with  a  View  to  bringing  the  Nego- 
witli  which  he  is  charged  to  a  Ibtedy  and  iuc- 
nd. 

\.  iui  n-^.ird  to  the  Rupture  of  the  Lift  Negotia- 
t' >n,  e.u-  Circumftances  an  1  the  Motives  of  it  are1 
kn  'VMi  to  ail  Eu; ope  ;  and  iu  is  not  at  the  Moment 
of  entering  into  a  new  pacific  Dilcuilion  that  the 

Britilh 


(  .17     ) 

Britifli  Government  conceive  it  can  be  of  no  Ufe  to 
recall  them  to  Recollection. 

Lord  Malmeibury  will  fet  out  for  London  on  the 
3Oth  of  this  Month  to  proceed  to  Calais ;  from 
whence  he  will  arrange  his  Departure  according  to 
the  Notification  he  may  receive  of  the  Day  on  which 
the  French  Minifters  may  reach  Lifle. 

(Signed)     GRENVILLE. 

Weftminfter,  Junez6th,  1797. 

(No.  9.)          •  Official  Note. — The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs 
to  Lord  Grenville. 

LE  Miniftre  des  Relations  Exterieures  foufiigne, 
s'eft  emprefTe  de  mettre  fous  les  yeux  du  Directoire 
Executif  la  Note  Officielle,  que  lui  a  addrefiee  le 
Lord  Grenville,  en  Date  du  26  Juin  (v.  ft.)  huit  Mdf- 
fidor  prefent  Mois.  En  reponfe  a  cette  Note  il  a 
1'Honneur  de  declarer  au  Lord  Grenville  que  les 
Plenipotentiaires  charges  par  le  Directoire  de  la  Ne- 
gotiation font  deja  reunis  a  Lille,  et  que  les  Confe- 
rences pourront  etre  entamees,  auffitot  que  le  Pleni- 
potentiaire  de  Sa  -Majefte  Britannique  y  fera  rcndu. 
II  a  etc  pourvu  a  ce  que  les  Paquebots  ne  manquafTent 
jamais  aux  Courriers  qu'il  jugei  a  a  prOpos  d'expedier 
a  Londres. 

Le  Soufiigne  previent  egalement  le  Lord  Grenville 
qu'une  Copie  de  la  prefente  Note  fera  remife  au  Lord 
Malmelburyj  a  fon  Arrivee  a  Calais,  a  fin  que  rien 
ne  s'oppofe  a  fon  Depart  immediat  pour  Lille. 

(Signe)     CH.  DELACROIX, 
a  Paris,  le  1 1  Meflidor,  An.  5. 

(Note  9.)  Tranflation. 

THE  underfigried  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  loft 
no  Time  in  Lying  before  the  Executive  Directory 
the  Official  Note  addrefled  to  him  by  Lord  Grenville, 
deted  the  2ift  June  (O.  S.)  8th  of  the  prefent  Month 
Meflidor, 

D  In 


In  Anftver  to  this  Note,  he  has  the  Honor  to  de- 
clare to  Lord  Grenville,  that  the  Plenipotentiaries 
charged  by  the  Directory  with  the  Negotiation,  are 
already  afTemblrd  at  Lifle,  and  that  the  Conferences 
may  be  fct  on  Foot  as  foon  as  the  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Britannick  Majefty  (hall  have  arrived  there.  Pro- 
v 5 lion  has  been  made  that  there  (hall  never  be  a  \Yanr 
of  Packet  Boats  for  the  Couriers  which  he  (hall  think 
proper  to  fend  to  London. 

The  Underfigned  at  the  fame  Time  apprizes  L^rd 
Grenville,  that  a  Copy  of  this  Note  will  be  delivered 
to  Lord  Malmefbury  on  his  Arrival  at  Calais,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  nothing  to  hinder  his  immediate 
Departure  for  Lille. 

(Signed)     CH.  DELACROIX. 

Paris,  nthMeflidor,  5th  Year. 
(June  29.  1797.) 

(No.  jo.)  Extract  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to 

Lord  Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  July  6th,  Thurf- 
day,  8  P.  M.  1797. 

My  Lord, 

HAVING  had  this  Morning  my  firft  Conference 
with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  and  having  mutu- 
ally exchanged  our  full  Powers,  I  think  it  my  Duty 
to  difpach  a  Mcffengcr,  in  order  that  his  Majelty  may 
have  the  earlieft  Information  of  this  Circumltance. 
My  1)1  (patch  however  muft  be  confined  to  this  alone, 
as  nothing  whatever  has  yet  pafled  relative  to  the 
Negotiation  iticlf. 

(No.  ii.)  Copy  of  the  full  Powers  of  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries. 

Egaliti.  Liberte. 

Extrait  des  Kegiflres  des  Deliberations  du  Directoire 
Exccutif. 

Paris,  le  Trcntc  Prairial,  Tan  cinq  de  la  Republique 

Franjoife,  Une  ec  Indiviiible. 

LE  Directoire  Executif,  apres  avoir  oui  le  Rapport 
du  Miniftre  des  Relations  Exterieures,  arrcte  ce  qui  fuit. 

Les 


(     19    ) 

Les  Citoyens  Letourneur,  ci-devant  Membre  dfc 
Direftoire  Executif,  Pleville  le  Pelley,  et  Maret, 
font  autorifes  a  negocier  avec  le  Miniftre  Plenipo- 
tentiaire  de  Sa  Majefte  Britannique  le  Traite  de  Paix 
a  conclure  entre  la  Republique  Fran^aife  et  la  Grande 
Bretagne.  Le  Diredoire  leur  donne  les  Plein-pou- 
voirs  neceflaires  pour  arrerer  et  figher  les  Articles 
du  Traite  a  intervenir.  Us  fe  conformeront  aux  In- 
ftruclions  qui  leur  ont  ete,  ou  leur  fcront,  donnees 
par  le  Directoire  Executif,  auquel  ils  rendront  Comte 
des  Progres  et  de  1'IrTue  des  Negociations. 

Ils  font  egalement  autorifes,  et  fous  les  memes 
Conditions,  a  ftipuler  pour  les  Allies  de  la  Repub- 
lique, Sa  Majefte  Catholique  et  la  Republique  Ba- 
tave. 

Le  Citoyen  Colchen,  nomme  Secretaire  General 
de  la  Legation  Fran^aife,  eft  autorife  a  affifter  aux 
Conferences  pour  donner  les  Renfeignemens  qui  lui 
feront  demandes,  et  'prendre  Note  de  ce  qui  fera 
convenu  et  arrete. 

Le  prefent  Arrete  ne  fera  imprime  quant  a  prefent. 
Pour  Expedition  conforme, 

De  Prefident  du  Diredoire  Executif, 

CARNOT. 

Par  le  Dircdloire  Executif  de  Secretaire  General, 

LAGARDE. 

(No.  ii.)  Tranflation. 

Liberty.  Equality. 

Extracl:  from 'the  Regifters  of  the  Deliberations  of 
the  Executive  Directory. 

Paris  the  3oth  Prairial,  5th  Year  of  the  French  Re- 
publick,  One  and  Indivifible. 

THE  Executive  Directory,  after  having  heard  the 
Report  of  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  AfFaira,  decrees 
is  follows : 

The  Citizens  Letourneur,  heretofore  Member  of 
he  Executive  Direclory,   Pleville  le  Peliey,     and 

Maret, 


Maret,  are  authorized  to  negotiate  with  the  Miniftcr 
I'l -nip  r-  .ti.ry  of  Ills  Bnt.ui.,kk  Majrftv,  the 
Treaty  of  IV;»re  to  be  concluded  between  the  French 
Repu^lick  .md  Great  Britain.  The  Directory  gives 
them  th€  necefifary  full  Powers  for  agreeing  upon 
an  I  figning  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  to  be  made. 
1  y  fhnll  conform  themfelves  to  the  Inftruftions 
which  have  been,  or  fhall  be,  given  to  them  by  the 
Executive  Directory,  to  whom  they  fhall  render  an 
A  vount  of  the  Progrefs  and  the  Iffue  of  the  Nego- 
tiation. 

They  are  equally  authorized,  and  under  the  fame 
Conditions,  to  ftipulate  for  the  Allies  of  the  Repub- 
lick,  His  Catholick  Majefty  and  the  Batavian  Re- 
pnblick. 

The  Citizen  Colchen,  appointed  Secretary  General 
to  the  French  Legation,  is  authorized  to  affift  at  the 
Confeiences,  to  afford  the  Information  which  (hall  be 
required  of  him,  and  to  take  a  Note  of  what  mail  be 
agreed  upon  and  fettled. 

The_prcfgnt  Decree  Jhall_npx_be_.pi  in  ted  for  the 
prejcnt. 

A  true  Copy, 
The  Prefidcnt  of  the  Executive  Directory, 

CARNOT. 
By  the  Executive  Directory, 

the  Secretary  General, 

LAGARDF.. 

(No.  12.)  Extrafls  of  aDifpatch  from  Lord  Malmfliury  to 

Lord  Grenvillc,  dated  Lifle,  July  11,  1797- 

I    HAD  the  Honor  in  my  laft,  by  Brooks,  of  the 
6th  inftant,  to  inform  your  Lordlhip  of  my  Arriva1 
here,  of  the  Manner  in  which  I  had  been  received 
and  of  my  having,  in  the  ufual  Form,  exchanged  nf 
full  Powers  with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

On  Friday  the  yth  at  Noon  we  held  our  Secod 
Conference. 

I  opend 


I  opened  this  Second  Conference  with  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  by  faying,  that  I  myfelf  had  no 
Observations  to  make  on  their  full  Powers,  which 
appeared  to  be  conformable  to  thofe  ufually  given  by 
the  Directory  to  their  Plenipotentiaries,  and  of  courfe 
muft  be  considered  as  fufficient  for  the  Purpofes  ex- 
prefled  in  them  -,  that  I,  however,  had  tranfmitted 
them  by  a  MefTenger  to  my  Court,  and  referved  to 
myfelf  the  Right  of  communicating  any  Objections 
or  Remarks  which  I  might  receive  by  the  Return  of 
my  Meflenger,  relative  to  them. 

M.  le  Tourneur,  to  which,  as  Prefident  of  the 
Commiflfion,  I  addreffed  myfelf,  replied,  that  they 
had  taken  precifely  the  fame  Steps  as  myfelf;  that 
they  confidered  the  full  Powers  I  had  given  in,  as  in 
due  Form,  and  fufficient ;  but  that  they  alfo  referved 
to  themfelves  the  fame  Right,  in  regard  to  Inftruc- 
tions  they  might  receive  from  the  Directory  on  this 
Subject,  as  I  had  claimed  in  regard  to  my  Court. 

To  this,  of  courfe,  I  afTented. 

On  Saturday  the  8th  inftant  I  gave  in  the  Projet 
precifely  as  I  had  received  it  from  your  Lordfhip  j  a 
Copy  of  which  (A),  as  it  is  tranflatcd  into  French,  I 
think  it  my  Duty  to  inclofe. 

One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  propofed  that 
fome  Time  mould  be  given  them  to  take  the  Pro- 
pofals  I  had  made  into  Confide  ration,  and  begged  of 
me  merely  for  the  Sake  of  Accuracy,  and  to  help 
their  Memory,  that  I  would  be  good  enough  either 
to  let  M.  Colchen  put  down  on  Paper,  or  myfelf 
fend  them  a  Note  containing  the  Words  with  which 
I  wifhed  the  Articles  left  in  Blank  to  be  filled  up.  I 
readily  acquiefced  in  the  latter  Mode,  and  immediate- 
ly on  my  Return  fent  them  the  inclofed  Note  (B). 

On  Sunday  Evening  I  received  the  inclofed  Note 
(C)  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  it  went  to  the  propofed  Conference 
Yefterday. 

One 


(       22       ) 

One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  informed  me  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Projet  I  had  given  them,  and  the 
Note  with  which  I  had  accompanied  it,  that  as  thcfc 
Papers  contain  many  Points  on  which  their  Inftruc- 
tions  did  not  enable  them  to  anfwer,  they  had,  after 
having  given  them  a  very  ferious  Attention,  fent 
them,  with  fuch  Obfervations  as  they  had  thought  it 
their  Duty  to  make  on  them,  to  the  Directory,  and 
that  the  Moment  they  received  an  Anfwer,  they 
wpuld  communicate  it  to  me.  But  that  in  the  mean- 
while, not  to  delay  the  Progrefs  of  the  Negotiation, 
they  wifhed  that  feveral  Points  which  he  termed  in- 
flated, but  which,  though  not  referred  to  in  our 
Projet,  were,  he  faid,  infeparably  connected  with  the 
general  Subject  of  Peace,  might  be  di  feuded  and  got 
rid  of  now  if  1  had  no  Objection,  and  that  it  was  with 
this  View  they  had  requefted  me  to  meet  them. — On 
my  not  exprefling  any  Difapprohation  to  this  Mode 
of  Proceeding,  One  of  the  French  Plenipotentaries  be- 
gan, by  faying,  that  in  the  Preamble  of  the  Treaty 
the  Title  of  King  of  France  was  ufed ;  that  this  Title 
they  contended  could  no  longer  be  infifled  on,  t'.c 
Abolition  of  it  was  in  a  Manner  eflential  to  the  full 
Acknowledgment  of  the  French  Republick,  and  that 
as  it  was  merely  titular,  as  far  as  related  to  His  Ma- 
jefty,  but  quite  otherwife  in  the  Senfe  in  which  it  ap- 
plied to  them,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  confidered 
as  an  important  ConcefHon. 

I  informed  him,  that  on  all  former  Occafions  a  fe- 
•  parate  Article  had  been  agreed  to,  which  appeared 
to  me  to  anfwer  every  Purpofe  they  required,  and 
•which  it  was  my  Intention,  as  the  Treaty  advanced, 
to  have  propofed,  as  proper  to  make  Part  of  this. 
\/  The  Article  (the  Firft  of  the  ieparate  ones  in  the 
Treaty  of  1783)  was  then  reads  but  they  objected 
to  it,  as  not  fully  meeting  their  Views.  It  was  to 
the  Title  itfelf,  as  well  as  to.  any  Right  which  might 
be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  it,  that  they  objected.  I 
could  fcarce  allow  myfelf  to  treat  this  mode  of  rea- 

foning 


foning  ftrioufly.  I  endeavoured  to  make  them  feel 
that  it  was  cavilling  for  a  mere  word  ;  that  it  was 
creating  Difficulties  where  none  exifted  j  and  that  if 
all  the  French  Monarchs  in  the  Courfe  of  Three 
Centuries  had  allowed  this  to  Hand  in  the  Preamble 
of  all  Treaties  and  Tranfa6tions  between  the  Two 
Countries,  I  could  not  conceive,  after  its  having  been 
ufed  for  fo  long  a  Period  without  any  Claim  or  Pre- 
tention  being  fet  forth  in  confequence  of  it,  how  it 
could  now  affect  either  the  Dignity,  Security,  or  Im- 
portance of  the  Republick  —  tnat  in  Fact  fuch  Titles 
have  ever  been  confidered  as  indefeafable,  and  as 
Memorials  and  Records  of  former  Greatnefs,  and  not 
as  Pretenfions  to  prefent  Power  —  and  I  quoted  the 
Titles  of  the  Kings  of  Sardinia  and  Naples,  &c.  as 
Examples  exaftty  in  point.  I  argued  however  in 
vain.  They  treated  it  very  gravely,  and  made  fo 
ftrong  a  Stand  upon  it,  that  I  could  not  avoid  taking 
it  for  Reference,,  which  I  thought  it  better  to  do, 
than  feeling  as  I  did  at  the  Moment,  to  pufh  the  Con- 
verfation  farther. 

The  Second  inflated  Point  was  a  very  material 
one  indeed,  and  which,  although 


ed  to  as  a  Propofal  that  might  poffibly  be  brought 
foj^ard,  I  conrefs  came  upon  me  unexpectedly.  —  It 
was  to  afk  either  a  Reftitution  of  the  Ships  taken_and 
deftroyed  at  Toulon,  or  an  Equivalent  for  them. 
They  grounded  this  Claim  on  the  Preliminary  De- 
claration made  by  Lord  Hood  on  his  .taking  PofTef- 
fion  of  Toulon  ;  and  on  the  Eighth  Article  of  the 
Declaration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Sections  to  him. 
They  faid,  Peace  they  hoped  was  about  to  be  re- 
eftablimed;  that  His  Majefty,  in  acknowledging  the 
Republic,  admitted  that  a  Sovereignty  exifted  in  the 
French  Government  ;  and  of  courfe  that  the  Ships, 
held  only  a  as  Depofit  by  England  till  this  legal  Au- 
thority was  admitted,  ought  now  to  be  reftored.  M 
replied  that  this  Claim  wasjojaerfeftly  unionised  foe, 
that  it  was  impofiible  for  me  to  have  been  provided 


for  it  in  my  Inftructions,  and  that  I  could  therefore 
only  convey  my  own  private  Sentiments  an  it,  vjiich 
wealth  at  they  rould  not  have  dt  vifed  a  Step  more 
likely  to  dcfcat_the_great  End  of  our  Million.  One  of 
the  French  P/enipotentaries  laid,  that  he  fincerely 
hoped  not ;  that  without  a  Reftitution  of  the  Ships, 
an  Equivalent  might  be  found  to  effect  the  Purpofe 
defired,  fince  their  great  Object  was,  that  fomething 
ihould  appear  to  prove  that  this  juit  Demand  had  not 
been  overlooked  by  them,  and  was  not  left  unfatis- 
fied  by  us.  I  told  him  fairly,  I  did  not  fee  where  this 
Equivalent  was  to  be  found,  or  how  it  could  be  ap- 
preciated; and  that  configuring  the  great  Advantages 
France  had  already  obtained  by  ihc  War,  and  thofc 
Ihe  w.is  likely  to  obtain  from  jheJVit  of  Condefcen- 
fion  I  had  already  intimated  His  Majefly  was  difpofed 
to  make  in  order  to  reftore  Peace,  I  was  much  fur- 
prized,  and  deeply  concerned  at  what  I  heard.  I 
trufted,  therefore,  that  this  very  inadmiflible  Pro- 
pofal  would  be  withdrawn.  They  faid  it  was  not  in 
their  Power  ;  and  One  of  them,  from  a  written  Paper 
before  him,  which  he  faid  were  his  Inftructions,  read 
to  me  Words  to  the  Effect  I  have  already  ftated. 

Their  Third  Queftion  was  as  to  any  Mortgage  we 
might  have  upon  the  Low  Countries,  in  confequence 
of  Money  lent  to  the  Emperor  by  Great  Britain—- 
They wifhedto  know  if  any  fuch  exifted,  fince  as  they 
had  taken  the  Low  Countries  charged  with  all  their 
Incumbrances,  they  were  to  declare  that  they  mould 
not  confider  themlelves  bound  to  anfwer  any  Mort- 
gage given  for  Money  lent  to  the  Emperor,  for  the 
Purpofe  of  carrying  on  War  againft  them. 

I  toKi  them,  that  without  replying  to  this  Queftion, 
.fuppofing  the  C;.le  to  exifi,  the  Exceprion  they  re- 
quired fhould  haue  been  ftated  in  their  Treaty  with 
the  Emperor,  and  could  not  at  ail  be  mixed  up  in 
ours;  that  if  they  had  taken  the  Low  Countri<  s  as 
they  flood  charged  with  all  their  Incumbranccs,  there 
could  be  no  Doubt  what  thcfe  Words  meant,  and 

that 


that  if  no  Exception  was  ftated  in  the  Firfl  Inflance 
none  could  be  made  with  a  retro-active  Effect. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries,  however,  were  as 
tenacious  on  this  Point  as  on  the  other  Two  ;  and  as 
1  found  to  every  Argument  I  ufed  thi'.t  they  conffontly 
oppofed  their  Inftructions,  I  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  defire  that  they  would  give  me  a  written  Paper 
flating  their  Three  Claims,  in  order  that  I  might  im- 
mediately tranfmit  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  on  this 
being  promifed,  our  Conference  broke  up 

Between    Four  and  Five  P.  M.  Yefterday,  I  re-    / 
ceived  the  enclofed  Note   (D)^and   I    have  loft  no   ' 
Time  fmce  it  is  in  my  PofTeftion  in  preparing  to  fend 
away  a  MefTenger,  as  independent  oif  the  difagreeable 
Subjects  brought  forward  in  this  laft  Conference,  and 
which  it  is  material  mould  be  communicated  without 
Delay.     lam  anxious  His  Majefty  fhould  be  inform- 
ed of  what  has  pafled  in  general  up  to  this  day,  as  it 
may  perhaps  furnifh   fome    Ideas  as  to  the   poffible 
Event  of  the  Negotiation. 


COPY  of  the  PRO  JET. 

(No.  13.  A.)  Projet  delivered  by  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the 

French  Plenipotentiaries  in  their  Con- 
ference, July  8th,   1797. 

Prcjet  d'un  fraitt  de  Paix. 

SOIT  notoire  a  tous  ceux  qu'il  appartiendra  ou 
pent  appartenir  en  Maniere  quelconque.  Le  Sere- 
niffime  et  tres  puiflant  Prince  George  Trois,  par  la 
Grace  de  Dieu,  Roide  la  Grande  Bretagne,  de  France, 
et  d'Irlande,  Due  de  Bronfvic  et  de  Lunebourg, 
Archi  Trtforier  et  Electeur  du  Saint  Empire  Romain, 
&c.  et  le  Directoire  Executif  de  la  Republique 
Fran^aife, '  defirant  egalement  de  faire  cerTcr  la 
E  Guerre 


Guerre  qui  exifte  depuis  quelque  Terns  entre  leurs 
Ktats  rcfpcclifs,  out  nornnie  ec  conftitue  pour  leurs 
Plenipotemiaires,  charges  de  conclure  et  figner  le 
Traite  de  Paix  Definitif;  fcavoir,  Su  Majefte  le  Roi 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  le  Lord  Baron  de  Malmef- 
bury,  Pair  du  Koyauinc  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  Che- 
valier du  tres  Honorable  Ordre  du  Bain,  Confeiller 
Prive  Aftud  de  Sa  Majeite,  et  le  Dire&oire  Exe- 
cutif  de  la  Republiquc  Fran^oife 

lefquels  apres  avoir  echange  leurs  Plein* 
pouvoirs  refpe&ifs,  font  convenus  dcs  Articles  fui- 
vans  : 

I.  Aufiitot  que  ce  Traite  fera  figne  et  ratifie,  il  y 
aura  une  Paix  univerfclle  et  perpetuelle,  tant  par  Mer 
que  par  Terrc,  et  une  Amitie  fincere  et  conftantc 
entre   les  Denx   Parties    Contraftantes,   leurs  etats, 
Territoires,  et  Peuples,  fans  Exception  de  Lieux  ni 
de  Perfonnes,  en  forte  que  les  Hautcs  Parties  Con- 
tractantes   apporteront  la  plus  grande   Attention  a 
maintenir  entre  Elles,  leurs  dits  etats,  Territoires, 
ct  Peuples,    cette  Amitie  et   Correfpundance  reci- 
proque,  fans  permettre  dorenavant,  que  de  Part  ni 
d'autrc,    on  commette  aucune    Sorte   d'Hoftilites, 
par  Mer  ou  par  Terre,  pour  quelque  Caufe,  ou  fous 
quelque  Prtrtexte   que  ce  puiffe  etre.     II  y  aura  un 
Oubli  et  Amniflie  generale  de  tout  ce  qui  a  pu  etre 
fait  ou  commis  de  Part  ou  d'autre  avant  ou  depuis  le 
Commencement  de  la  Guerre  ;  et  on  evitera  foig- 
ncuf  ment  tout   ce  qui  pourroit  alterer   a  1'avenir 
1' Union  hetireufement  retablie. 

D'abord  apres  1'echange  des  Ratifications  de  ce 
Traite,  on  expediera  dcs  Ordres,  tant  aux  Armees 
qu'aux  Eicadrcs  dcs  deux  Parties,  de  fair  ce  fit  r  toutes. 
I  loftiliries ;  ct  a.  fin  d'alfurcr  rExecution  de  cet  Ar- 
ticle, on  arcordera  de  part  xet  d'autre  des  Pafieports 
de  Mer  nux  Vaificaux  charges  de  porter  la  Nouvellc 
de  la  Paix  aux  Pofll-fTions  des  Deux  Parties. 

II.  Les  T raises  dc  Paix  de  Nimegue  de  1678  et 
16/9,  dc  Ryfwick  dc  1697,  et  d'Utrecht  de  1713  ; 

celui 
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cclui  de  Bade  de  1714  ;  celuide  la  Triple  Alliance  de 
la  Haye  de  1717  ;  celui  de  la  Quadruple  Alliance  de 
Londres  de  1718;  le  Traite  de  Paix  de  Vienne  de 
1738  ;  le  Traite  Definitif  d'Aix  la  Chapelle  de  1748; 
le  Traite  Definitif  de  Paris  de  1763  j.  et  celui  de  Ver- 
faiiles  de  1783,  fervent  de  Bafe  et  de  Fondement  a 
la  Paix,  et  au  prefent  Traite.  Et  pour  cet  Effet  ils 
font  tous  renouvelles  et  confiriues  dans  la  meiileure 
Forme,  en  forte  qu'ils  devront  etre  obferves  exacte- 
ment  a  1'avenir  dans  toute  leur  Teneur,  et  religieufe- 
ment  executes  de  Part  et  d'autre,  dans  taus  les  Points 
auxquels  il  n'eft  pas  derogc  par  le  prefent  Traite  de 
Paix. 

III.  Tous  les  Prifonniers  faits  de  part  et  d'autre, 
tant  par  Terre  que  par  Mer,  et  les  Otages  ou  leves 
ou  donnes  pendant  la  Guerre,   feront  refiitues,   fans 
Ranc-on,  dans  Six  Semaines  an  plus  tard,  a  compter 
du  Jour  de  Techange  de  la  Ratification  du  prefent 
Traite.    Chaque   Parcie    foldant   refpcctivemtnt  les 
Avances  qui  auront  etc  faites  pour  la  Subfiftan:.e  et 
1'Entretien  de  fes  Prifonniers  dans  les  Pais  ou  ils 
auront  etc  detenus,  confonnement  aux  Re$us  et  etats 
conflates,    ec  atitres  Titres   aucentiques,  qui  fcront 
fournis  de  Part  et  d'autre  ;  et  il  fera  donne  recipro- 
quement  des  Suretes  pour  ie  Payement  des  Dectes 
que  les  Prifonniers  auroientpu  contracter  dans  les 
Etats  ou  ils  auroient  etc  detenus,  jufqu'  a  leur  entiere 
Libcrte. 

IV.  A  Tegard  du  Droit  dc  Peche  fur  les  Cotes  de 
L'Ifle  de  Terre  Neuve,  et  des  Ifles  adjacentes,  et 
dans  le  Golf  St.  Laurent,  les  Deux  Parties  feront  re- 
mifes  dans  la  meme  Situation  'ou  Elks  fe  trouvoicnt 
relpedivement  d'apres  les  1'raites  et  Engagemens 
fubfiitans    a  1'Epoque    du  Commencement    dc    la 
Guerre.     Et  dans  tette  Vue,  Sa  Majdle  confent  de 
rciluuer  a  la  France  en  toute  Propiiete  les  Ifles  de 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquclon. 

V.  Le    meme  Principe  du  Status  ante  Helium  eft 
adopte  du  Confentement  aftuel  des  Deux  Parties,  a 

E  2  1'egard 
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J'egard  de  toutes  leurs  Pofieflions  et  Droits  refpedtfg 
dans  toutes  les  Parties  du  Monde  •,  faufles  Exceptions 
qui  le ront  llipulees  par  les  Articles  fuivants  du  Traite 
actuel.  Et  dans  cette  Intention  toutes  les  PoiTefiions 
ou  Territoires  que  1'une  d^s  Parties  Contractantes 
pourroit  lu'ur  conquis  ou  pourroit  conqucrir  fur 
1'autre  (et  qui  nc  feront  pas  Ipecialement  exceptes 
dans  ce  Traite),  fcront  rendus  a  celle  des  Deux  Par- 
ties a  qui  ils  appartenoient  au  Commencement  de  la 
Guerre  a&uelle. 

VI.  Les  Deux  Parties  font  convenus  d'excepter  de 
cc  P  inc  pe  de  Rdlitution  reciproque 

qui  reflera  en  toute 
Prop-itte  a  Sa  Maje^le  Britannique. 

YII.  Dans  tous  les  Cas  de  Reflitution  ftipules  par 
le  prefent  Traite,  les  Forterefies  fe ront  rendues  dans 
le  meme  etat  ou  elles  fe  trouvent  a<5luellement,  et  H 
ne  fern  fait  ucun  Dommap;e  aux  Ouvrages  qui  auront 
cte  conftr  i:s  d  puis  leur  Conquetc. 

VIII.  II  ell  auffi  convcnu,  que  dans  chaque  Cas  de 
R<  ftitution  ou  de  Ceffion  itipule  par  un  Article  quel- 
conque  du  prt  fent  Traite,  il  fera  accorde  un  Efpace 
dc  Trois  Ans,  a  dater  de  la  Notification  du  Traite> 
dans  IT  ndroit  ou  Territoire  refpectivement  reliitue 
ou  ce  ic,  aux  Pcrfonnes  de  qu  Iq-^e  Defcription  que 
ce  ibit,  Habitants  du  dit  Lndroit  ou  Tevritoire,  ou 
Pofiefleun  de  Pro^i  iet^s  en  Vcrtu  d'un  Titre  quel- 
conque  reconnu  comme  valable  avant  la  Guerre,  ou 
qni  leur  iemnt  devolues  depuis,  d'apres  les  Loix  qui 
exittaient  alors  ;  durant  lequel  Efpace  de  Trois  Ans 
ils  pourront  reiter  CL  derr.eurer  dans  le  libie  Exercice 
de  It  ur  Religion,  et  dans  la  Jouiflance  de  leurs  Pof- 
fefTions  et  Eftets  aux  memes  Conditions  et  en  vertu 
des  memes  Titres  fous  lefpuels  ils  en  font  devenus 
Poflcflcurs,  fans  etre  expofes  en  aucune  Maniere,  ni 
aiicunc  Pretexte,  a  etre  pourfuivis  ou  traduits  en 
Jutlice  acaufe  de  leur  Conduite  paflee,  excepte  pour 
h  Dech'irge  de  Dettes  julles  et  contraclees  envers 
des  Pamculiers  -,  ct  que  tous  ceux  qui  dans  1'Efpace 

dc 
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.de  Mois  apres  la  Notification  de  ce  Traite  de- 

clareront  au  Gouvernement,  qui  fera  alors  etabli, 
leur  Intention  de  fe  retirer  enx  ou  leurs  Fffecs,  et  dc 
ie  rendre  ailleurs,  auront  et  obtiendront  fous  le  De- 
lai  d'Un  Mois  apres  telle  Declaration,  plcine  Liberte 
de  partir,  et  de  retirer  leurs  Effete,  ou  de  les  vcndre 
et  aliener  tant  leurs  Biens  meubles  qu'  immeublts, 
en  tout  Terns  pendant  le  dit  Efpace  de  Trois  A-ns, 
fans  Empechement  ou  Contrainte,  excepte  a  caufe 
des  Dettes  qu'ils  auront  pu  contracler,  ou  dans  le 
Cas  d'une  Po^rfuite  criminelle>pour  des  Fairs  com- 
rnis  pofteiieurement  a  la  Notification  du  prefent 
Traite 

IX.  Comme   il  eft  neceffaire    d'a'Tigner   une  E- 
poque  pour   les   Reftitutions  cy  deifus  ftipulees,  il 
eft  convenu   qu'elles  auront  Lieu  en  Europe   dans 
1'Efpace  d'un  Mois,  en  Afrique  et   en  Amerique 
dans  trois  Mois,  et  en  Afie  dans  Six  Mois  apres  la 
Ratification  du  prefent  Traite. 

X.  Pour  emperher  le   Renouvellement  des  Pro- 
ces  qui  ont  ete  termines  dans  les  Territoires  a  refti- 
tuer  en  vertu   de   ce   Traite,  il  eft  convenu  que  les 
Jugemens  rendus  en  dernier  ReiTorc,  fur  les  Proces 
entre  Particuliers  et  qui  ont  acquis  Force  de  Choies 
jugecs,   feront   maintenus  et  executes   fuivant   leur 
Forme  et  Teneur. 

XL  La  Decifion  des  Prifes  et  des  Saifies  de  Vaif- 
feaux  avec  leur  Cargaiibns  pris  en  pleine  Mcr,  ou  . 
arretes  dans  les  Ports  de  1'union  ou  dc  Tautre  Pays, 
anterieurement  aux  HoftilitCa,  fcra  remifc  aux  Cours 
de  Juftice  refpeclivesj  de  forte  que  la  Validite  des 
dites  Prifes  et  Saifies  fera  decLlee  felon  le  Druic  des 
Gens  et  les  Traites  dans  les  Cours  dc  Juftice  de  la 
Nation  qui  aura  fait  la  Capture,  ou  comaiande  les 
Saifies.  Et  pour  prevenir  tous  l-,s  Sujets  de  Plain te 
etde  Contestation  qui  pourroient  naitre  a  1'Occafion 
des  Priles  qui  pourroient  etre  faites  en  M&r  depuis  la 
Signature  du  Traite  acluel,  on  eft  convenu  recipro- 
que  les  Vaiffeaux  et  EfFets  qui  pourroieht 

etre 


(    30    ) 

f  tre  pris  dans  la  Manche  on  Mer  Britannique  et  dans 
les  Mers  du  Nord,  aprcs  1'Efpace  de  Douze  Jours,  a 
comptcr  dcpuis  1'echange  des  Ratifications  de  ce 
Traue,  feront  de  Part  et  d'autre  refticues  : — Que  le 
Tcrme  fcra  d'un  Mois  depuis  la  Manche  ou  Mer  Bri- 
tannique et  les  Mers  du  Nord,  jufqu'  aux  Ifles  Cana- 
ries inclufivement,  foit  dans  1'Ocean,  foit  dans  la  Me- 
di  crranee  : — De  Deux  Mois  depuis  les  dices  Ifles 
Canaries  jufqu'  a  la  Ligne  Equinoftiale  ou  1'Equa- 
teur  : — De  Trois  Mois  depuis  1'Equateur  eri  compre- 
nant:  tout  ce  qui  eft  fitue  a  1'Oueft  dir  Cap  dc  Bonne 
Efperance,  et  a  1'Eft  du  Cap  de  Horn  : — Et  enfin, 
de  Cinq  Mois  dans  tous  les  autrcs  Endroits  du  Mon- 
de, fans  aucune  Exception  ni  auire  Diftindtion  plus 
particuliere  de  Terns  et  de  Lieu. 

XII.  Les  Allies  des  Deux  Parties  contnctantes, 
fcavuir,  Sa  Majefte  Ires  Fidelle  com  me  Allie  de  Sa 
Majefte  Britannique    et  Sa  Majefte  Catholique  et  la 
Republique  Bata\e  comme  Allies  de  la  Republique 
Fran^aife,  ft-ront  invites  par  les  Deux  Parties  Con- 
traclantes  a  acceder  acctte  Paix  aux  Termts  et  Con- 
ditions fpecifies  dans  les  Trois  Articles  fuivans;  dont 
les  Deux  Parties  Conrra&antes  fe  gar.intiffent  reci- 
pr^quement  TExecuLion,  y  etant  rtfpediiv<-mer,t  au- 
toriicspar  leurs  fufJits  Allies  : — Er  k-s  Deux  i-ardes 
Contractantes  font  en  outre  convenues,  que  ii  leurs 
Allies   refpedifs  n'y   auraient  pas  ainfi   accede  dans 
1'Efpace  de  Deux  Mois  a  cornptcr  de  1'echange  des 
Ratifications    du  prefent  Traite,   la  Partie  qui  re- 
fuferafon  Acccfllon,  ne  reccvrade  fon  Allie  ni  Aide 
ni  Secours  de  telle  \'ature  qui  ce  foit  pendant  la  Du- 
ree  altt-ricure  de  h  Guerre. 

XIII.  Sa  tVlajette  Biitanniquc  s'engage  a  conclure 
un  Traite  de  P.ix  Dcfinitif  avec  Sa  Majeilc  Catho- 
lic-r  fur  le  Pied  du  Status  ante  Bellum,   avec  I'Ex- 
ception  de 

qui  rcftera  en  pleine  Propriete  a  Sa  Majefte  Bri- 
taunique. 

XJV.  Sa 


XIV.  Sa  Majefte  Britannique  s'engage  pareille- 
mcnt  a  conclure  un  Traite  de  P.-ix  Definitif  avec  la 
Republique  Batave  iurle  Pied  du  Status  ante  Bellum* 
avec  1'Exception  de 

qui  reftera  en  pleine  Propriere  a 
Sa  Majefte  Britannique  et  de 

qui  fera  cede  a  Sa  Ma- 
jefte Britannique  en  Echange  de, 

En  Cortfideration  de  ces  Reftitutions  a  faire  par  Sa 
Majefte  Britannique,  toute  la  Propriete  appartenantc 
3u  Prince  d'prange,  au  Mois  de  Decembre  1794,  e£ 
qui  a  etc  fequeftree  faifie  ou  confifquee  depuis  cette 
Epoque,  lui  fera  rendue,  ou  bien  elle  lui  iera  pleine- 
ment  compenfee  par  un  Equivalent  pecuniare.  Et 
la  Republique  Franc,  aife  s'engage  en  outre  a  lui  pro- 
curer a  la  Paix  generak  une .  Compenfation  equiva- 
lente  de  la  Perre  de  fes  Charges  et  Dignices  dans  les 
Provinces  Unies;  et  les  Perfonnes  qui  auront  ete 
emprifonnees  ou  exilees,  ou  dont  les  Proprictes  au- 
ront etc  fequeftrees,  ou  confifquees  dans  la  dite  Re- 
publique a  Caufe  de  leur  Attachment  ax  Interets  dq- 
la  Maifoh  d'Orange,  ou  a  1'ancien  Gouvernment  des 
Provinces  Unies,  ieront  mifes  en  Liberte,  ou  aurpnt 
la  Permifllon  de  retourner  dans  kur  Patrie  d'y  re- 
fider,  et  d'y  jouir  de  leurs  Proprietes  en  fe  conform- 
ant aux  Loix  et  a  la  Conftitution  qui  y  font  etablies. 

XV.  La   Republique  Franc.oife  s'engage   a  con- 
clure un'  Traite  de  Paix  Definitif  avec  Sa  Majefte 
Tres  Fidelle  fur  le  Pied  du  Status  ante  Eellum,  fans 
qu'aucune    Demande    ou   Condition    onereufe    foit 
cxigee  de  Part  ou  d'autre. 

XVI.  Toutes  les  Stipulations  contenues  dans  cc 
Traite,  relatives  au  Terns  et  a  la  Maniere  de  faire 
les  Reftitutions  c'y  mentionnees,  ainfi  que   to  us  les 
Privileges  y  referves  aux  Habitants  ou  Proprietaires 
des  IHcs   ou  Territories   reftitues  ou  cedes,   feront 
cenles  fe  rapporter  egalcment  aux  Reftit^nonsa  faire 
en   vertu  des  Trois  derriicrs  Articles  -9   fcavoir,  k 

Tryrzieme, 
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Tnezieme,  Quatorzieme,  et  Qninzieme,  hors  les  CaS 
ou  1'on  pourrait  y  deroger  du  Confentement  mu:ucl 
des  Parties  intererTecs. 

XVII.  Tous  les  precedents  Traites  de  Paix  faits 
cntre    les    Parties  contra&antes    ct  leurs  Allies  re- 
fpcCbifs  de  Part  et  d'autre  nommcs  dans  les  Trois 
fufdits  Articles,  qui  fubfillaient  et  etaicnt  en  force 
avanc  Ic  Commencement  des  HoftiHr.es,   feront  re- 
fpedivement    renouv.elics,   excepte   en   tant   qu'cn 
pourra  y  dcroger  d'un  Confentement  mutuel  ;  et  Us 
Articles  de  ce  Traire  qui  regardent  la  Reftitution  dts 
Prilbnniers,  la  Ceflation  des  Hoitilirts,  et  la  Dcci- 
fion  a  1'egard  des  Priies  et  Saifies,  fe  rapporteront 
cgalement  aux  Partit-s  refpetlives  nommccs  dans  les 
Trois  fufdits  Articles,  ct  feront  cenfcs  £tre  Obliga- 
toires  cnrre  elles,  aulfitot  qu'elles  auront  refpe&ive- 
ment  et  formellement  «cccdc  a  ce  Traite. 

XVIII.  Toutes  les  Seqneft rations  miles  par  aucunc 
des  Parties  nommces  dans  cc  Traite,  fur  les  Droits, 
Proprictes,  ou  Dettes  des  Particuliers,  appartenans  a 
une  autre  des  dices  Parties,  feront  levees,  et  la  Propriete 
de  toute  Efpece  iera  rendue  en  entier  au  Proprietaire 
legal,  ou  bien  il  lui  en  fera  faite  une  jufte  Compenfa- 
tion  :  Et  toutes  Plaintes  a  caufe  de  Dommages  faits  a 
la  Propriete  des  Individus  d'unc  Maniere   contraire 
aux  Ufages  et  Droits  de  la  Guerre,  et  toutts  Recla- 
mations de  Droits   ou  de  Proprietes  appartenans  a 
drs  Particuliers  aux  Epoques  du  Commencement  des 
Hoftilitts  refpedliven  ent  entre  les  ditcs  Parties,  fca- 
voir,  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  le  Porn:gal  d'un  Cote, 
et  la   France,  I'Efpngne,  et  la  Hollande,  de  1'autre  j 
et  que,   felon  les  Ufiges  rec,us  et  Irs  Loix  des  Na- 
tions,  I'Fpoque   de    la   P<iix  devroit  faire  revivre, 

,[  revues,  entendues,  et  jugees  clans  les  Cours  dc 

Sulllcc-  rJpedives  des  diffcrenres  Parties;  et  pltinc 
ufticc  fcra  rendue  par  rhacunc  drs  dites  Parties  r.nx 
s  rt  Pcnpics  dc  r.-.urre,  de  la  meme  Maniere  qu' 
j  Sujeis  et  Pcuples. 

Et 
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Et  en  cas  qu'il  s'eleve  dcs  Plaintcs  fur  TExecution 
de  cet  Article,  lefquelles  ne  pourront  etre  fatisfaites 
par  un  Arrangement  mutuel  entre  Jes  Gouverncmens 
refpe&ifs  dans  1'Efpace  de  Douze  Mois  apres  qu'elles 
Jeur  auront  etc  addreffees,  les  dites  Plaintes  fe- 
ront  jugees  par  des  Commiffaires  jures  que  1'on  nom- 
mera  de  Part  et  d'autre,  avec  Pouvoir  de  faire  inter- 
venir  un  Arbitre  de  quelque  Nation  neutre ;  et  la 
Decifion  des  dits  Commiffaires  fera  abfolue,  et  fans 
Appel. 

XIX.  Sa  Majefte  Britannique  et  la  Republique 
Fran^oife  promettent  d'obferver  fincerement,  et  de 
bonne  Foi,  tons  les  Articles  contenus  et  etablis  dans 
le  prefent  Traite  ;  et  ne  fouffriront  pas  qu'il  y  foic 
fait  de  Contraventions  fb  garantiffent,  generalement 
et  reciproquement,  toutes  ies  Stipulations  du  prefent 
Traite. 

XX.  LesRatifications  folemnelles  du  prelent  Traite, 
expedites  en  bonne  et  due  Forme,  feront  echangees 
en  entre  les  Parties  Contra&anets, 
dans  1'Efpace  d'un  Mois,  ou  plutot  s'il  eft  pofiible, 
a  compter  du  Jour  de  la  Signature  du  prefent  Traite. 

En  Foi  de  qtioi,  &c.  &c. 

(No.  13.  A.)  Tranflation. 

Projeff  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace. 

BE  it  known  to  all  thofe  whom  it  fhall  or  may  in 
any  manner  concern.  The  moft  Serene  and  moft 
Potent  Prince  George  the  Third,  by  the  Qrace  of 
God.  King  of  Great  Britain^  France^  and  Ireland, 
Duke  of  Brunfwic  and  Lunenburgh,  Arch  Treafurer 
and  Elector  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  and  the 
Executive  Directory  of  the  French  Republick,  being 
equally  defirous  to  put  an  End  to  the  War,  which 
has  for  fome  Time  pad  fubfifted  between  the  Domi* 
nions  of  the  Two  Parties,  have  named  and  confti- 
wated  for  their  Plenipotentiaries,  charged  with  the 
concluding  and  fignipg  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  of 
F  Peace ; 


t 
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Peace  ;  viz.  the  King  of  Grear  Britain,  the  Lord  Baron 
of  Malmefbury,  a  Peer  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  Knight  of  the  Molt  Honourable  Order  of 
the  Bath,  Privy  Councillor  to  His  Britarmick  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  French 
Republic, 

who,  after  having  exchanged  their  refpeclive  fuil 
Powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles  : 

I.  As  foon  as  this  Treaty  ftiall  be  figned  and  rati- 
fied, there  (hall  be  an  univerfal  and  perpetual  Peace  as 
well  by  Sea  as  by  Land,  and  a  finjvMp  amj  cojilbioj; 
Friendship,  between  the  Two  contracting  Parties,  and 
their  Dominions,  and  Territories,  and  People,  with- 
out Exception  of  either  Places  or  Perfons  ;  fo  that 
the  High  Contracting  Parties  fhall  give  the  greaieil 
Attention  to  the  maintaining  between  themfelvesand 
their  faid  Dominions,  Territories,  and  People,  this 
redj)rxD£aJ_FriendIhip  and  Intcicourfc.  without  per- 
mitting hereafter,  on  either  Part,  any  Kind  of  Hof- 
tilities  to  be  committed  cirher  by  Sea  or-by  Land, 
for  any  Caufe,  or  under  any  Pretence  whatfoever. 
There  mall  be  a  general  Oblivion  and  Amnefty  of 
every  Thing  which  may  have  been  done  or  committed 
by  either  Party  towards  the  other  before  or  fmce  the 
Commencement  of  the  War  ;  and  they  fliall  care^ 
fully  avoid  for  the  future  every  Thing  which  might 
prejudice  the  Union  happily  re-eflabiifhed. 

Immediately  after  the  Exchange  of  the  Ratifica- 
tions of  this  Treaty,  Orders  IhaH  be  fent  to  die 
Annies  and  Squadrons  of  both  Parties  to  Hop  all 
Hoftilities  ;  and  for  the  Execution  of  this  Article, 
Sea  Pafics  ihall  be  given  on  each  Side  to  the  Ships 
difpatched  to  carry  the  News  of  Peace  to  the  Poficf- 
fions  of  the  Two  Parties. 

II.  The  Treaties  of  Peace  of  Nimeguen  of  1678 
and  1679,  of  Ryfwick  of  1697,  and  of  Utrecht  of 
1-713  i  that  of  Baden  of  1714;  that  of  the  Triple 
Alliance  of  the  Hague  of  1717  ;  that  of  the  Quad.- 
ruplc  Alliance  of  London  of  17183  the  Treaty  of 

Peace 
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Peace  of  Vienna  of  1736;  the  Definitive  Treaty 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle  of  1748  ;  the  Definitive  Treaty 
of  Paris  of  1763  ;  and  that  of  Verfailles  of  1783, 
ferve  as  a  Bafis  and  Foundation  to  the  Peace,  and  to 
the  pre lent  Treaty.  And  for  this  Purpofe  they  are 
all  renewed  and  confirmed  in  the  beft  Form,  fo  that 
they  are  to  be  exactly  obferved  for  the  future  in  their 
full  Tenour,  and  religiouily  executed  by  both  Parties 
in  all  the  Points  which  mall  not  be  derogated  from  by 
the  prefent -Treaty  of  Peace. 

III.  All  the  Prifoners  taken  on  either  Side,  as  well 
by JLand  as  by  Sea,  and  the  Hoftages  carried  away  or 
given  during  the  War,    mall   be   rellored,  without 
Ranfom,  in  Six  Weeks  at  lateft,    to  be  computed 
from  the  Day  of  the  Exchange  of  the  Ratifications  of 
the  prefent    Treaty. — Each  Party  refpeclively  dif- 
charging  the  Advances  which  (hall  have  been  made 
for  the  Subfiftence  and  Maintenance  of  their  Prifon- 
ers in  the  Country  where  they  fhall  have  been  de- 
tained, according  to  the  Receipts,  attefted  Accounts, 
and  other  authentic  Vouchers,  which  mall  be  fur- 
nifhed  on  each  Side  ;  and  Security  Oiall  be  recipro- 
cally given  for  the  Payment  of  the  Debts  which  the 
Prifoners    may  have   contracted    in    the   Countries 
where  they  may  have  been  detained,  until  their  entire 
Releafe. 

IV.  With  refpecl  to  the  Rights  of  Fifhery  on  the 
Coafts  of  the  Ifland  of  Newfoundland,    and  of  the 
Iflands  adjacent,  and  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 
the  Two  Parties  mall  return  to  the  fame  Situation  in 
which   they    ftood    refpeclively,    according    to   the 
Treaties  and  Engagements  fubfifting  at  the  Period  of 
the  Commencement  of  the  War.     And  with  this 
View,  His  Majefty  confents  toj-gftore  to  France,  iu 
fuD  Right,  thg_IQands  of  St.  Pierre  jmd  Miquclon. 

V.  The  fame  Principle  of  the  State  of  PoiTeffion 
before  the  War,  is  adopted  by  mutual  Content,  with 
refpect  to  all  other  Poffcfiions  and  Rights  on  both 
Sides,  in  every  Part  of  the  Worlds  fave  only  the 

F  %  Excep- 
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Exceptions  which  are  (lipulated  by  the  fobfequcnt 
Articles  of  this  Treaty.  And,  to  this  Intent,  all 
Poflefiions  or  Territories  which  have  or  may  have 
been  conquered  by  One  of  the  Parties  from  the  other 
(and  not  fpecially  exempted  in  this  Treaty),  (hall  be 
;cd  to  the  Party  to  whom  they  belonged  at  the 
jCoirmenccrrent  of  the  prefent  War. 

VI.  From  this  Principle  of  mutu.il  Reftitution,  the 
Two  Parties  have  agreed  to  except 

which  (hall  re- 
main to  His  Britannick  Majefty  in  full  Sovereignty. 

VII.  In  all  the  Cafes  of  Rcftitution  provided  by  the 
prefent  Treaty,  the  Fortrefies  (hall  be  reftored  in  the 
fame  Condition  in  which  they  now  are,  and   no  In- 
jury (hall  be  done  to  any  Works  that  have  been  con- 
ftructed  fince  the  Conqueft  of  them. 

VIII.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  in  every  Cafe  of  Re- 
ftitution or  Ceffion  provided  by  any  of  the  Articles 
of  this  Treaty,  the  Term  of  Three  Years  from  the 
Dare  of  the  Notification  of  the  Treaty,  in  the  re- 
fpective  Territory  or  Place  reftored  or  ceded,  (hall 
be  allowed  to  Perfons  of  whatever  Deicription,  re- 
fiding  or  being  in  the  faid  Territory  or  Place,  pof- 
felred  of  Property  therein  under  any  Title  exiitihg 
before  the  War,  or  which  has  fince  devolved  to  them 
by  the  Laws  then  exiiting  •,  during  which  Term  of 
Three  Years  they  (hall  remain  and  refide  unmolefted 
in  the  Exercife  of  their  Religion,  and  in  the  Enjoy- 
ment of  their  PofTeffions  and  Effects,  upon  the  Con- 
ditions and  Titles  under  which  they  to  acquired  the 
fame,  without  being  liable  in  any  Manner,  or  under 
any  Pretence,  10  be  profecured  or  fued  for  their  patt 
Conduit,  except  as  to  the  Difcharge  of  jult  Debts  to 
Individuals  i    and   that  nil    thofc  who,    within    the 
Time  of 

Months  after  the  Notification  of  this  Treaty,  (hall 
declare  to  the  Government,  then  eftablifhed,  their  In- 
tention to  withdraw  themfelves,  or  their  Effects,  and 
to  remove  to  feme  other  Place,  (hail  have  and  ob- 
tain 
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tain  within -One  Month  after  fuch  Declaration  full 
Liberty  to  depart  and  to  remove  their  Effects,  or  to 
fell  and  difpofe  of  the  fame,  whether  moveable  or 
immoveable,  at  any  Time  within  the  faid  Period  of 
Three  Years,  without  any  Reftraint  or  Hindrance, 
except  on  Account  of  Debts  at  any  Time  con- 
traded,  or  of  any  ci  imin-'l  Prevention  for  Acts  done 
fubfequent  to  the  Notification  of  this  Treaty. 

IX.  As  it  isnecefiary  to  appoint  a  certain  Period 
for   the  Reftitutions    herein-before    flipulated,  it  is 
agreed,    thac  the   fime  fhall  take  place  in  Europe 
within  (One  Month),  in  Africa  and  America  within 
(T!iree  Months),  and  in  Afia  within  (Six  Months), 
after  the  Ratification  of  the  prt-frnt  Treaty. 

X.  For  preventing  the  Revival  of  the  Law  Suits 
which  have  been  ended  in  the  Territories  to  be  re- 
ftored  by  virtue  of  this  Treaty,  it  is  agreed,  that  the 
Judgements  in  private  Caufes  pronounced  in  the  laft 
Refort,  and  which  have  acquired  the  Force  of  Mat- 
ters determined,  fhall  be  confirmed  and  executed  ac- 
cording to  their  Form  and  Tenour. 

XL  The  Decifion  of  the  Prizes  and  Seizures  of 
Ships  and  their  Cargoes  taken  at  Sea  or  feized  in  the 
Ports  of  either  Country,  prior  to  the  Haftilities, 
lhall  be  referred  to  the  refpective  Courts  of  juftice ; 
fo  that  the  Legality  of  the  faid  Prizes  and  Seizures 
Iball  be  decided  according  to  the  Law  of  Nations, 
and  to  Treaties,  in  the  Courts  of  Juftice  of  the  Na- 
tion which  fhall  have  made  the  Capture,  or  ordered 
the  Seizures.  And  in  order  to  prevent  all  Caufes  of 
Complaint  and  Difpute  which  may  arife  on  account 
of  Prizes  which  may  be  -made  at  Sea  after  the  Sign- 
ing of  this  Treaty,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed  that  the 
Veffels  and  Effects  which  may  be  taken  in  the  Britim 
Channel  and  in  the  North  Seas,  after  the  Space  of 
Twelve  Days,  to  be  computed  from  the  Exchange 
of  the  Ratifications  of  this  Treaty,  fhall  be  reilored 
on  each  Side  : — That  the  Term  fhall  be  One  Month 
from  the  Britifh  Channel  and  the  North  Seas,,  as  far 
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as  the  Canary  Iflands,  inclufively,  whether  in  the 
Ocean,  or  in  the  Mediterranean  :  Two  Months  from 
the.faid  Canary  Iflands  as  far  as  the  Equinoctial  Line 
or  Equator : — Three  Months  from  the  Equator  to 
any  Part  to  the  Weftward  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  the  Eaftward  of  Cape  Horn  : — £nd, 
laftly,  Five  Months  in  all  other  Parts  of  the  World, 
without  any  Exception  or  any  more  particular  De- 
icription  of  Time  or  Place. 

XII.  The  Allies  of  the  Two  Parties,  that  is  to  fay, 
Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  as  Ally  of  Hid  Britannick 
Majefty,  and  His  Catholick  Majefty  and  the  Batavian 
Republick  as  Allies  of  the  French  Rfpublick,  fhall 
be  invited  by  the  Two  Contracting  Parties  to  accede 
to  this  Peace  on  the  Terms  and  Conditions  fpecified 
in   the  Three  following  Articles  ;  the  Execution  of 
which  the  faid  Two  Contracting  Parties  reciprocally 
guarantee  to  each  other,  being  thereto  refpectivcly 
authorized  by  their  above-mentioned  Allies : — And 
the  Two  Contracting  Parties  further  agree,  that  if 
their  Allies   refpectively  fhall  not  have   ib  acceded 
within  the  Space  of  Two  Months  after  the  Exchange 
of  the  Ratifications  of  this  Treaty,  the   Party  fo  re- 
ftifingto  accede,  fhall  not  receive  from  its  Ally  any 
Aid  or  Succour  of  any  Nature  during   the  further 
Continuance  of  the  War. 

XIII.  His  Britannick  Majefty  engages  to  conclude 
3  Definitive  Peace    with  His  Catholick   Majefty  on 
the    Footing  of  the  State  of  Pofleffion  before    the 
War,  with  the  Exception  of  * 

which  fhall  remain  in  full 
Sovereignty  to  His  Britannick  Majefty. 

XIV.  His   Britannick    Majefty    in  like    Manner 
engages,  to   conclude  a   Definitive  Peace  with    the 
Bauvian  Republick  on  the  fame  Footing  of  the  State 
of  Pofieflion  before  the  War,  with  the  Exception  of % 

which  fliall  remain  -to  His  Britannick  Maiefty  in  full 
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Sovereignty,  and  of  which.- 

fhall  be  ceded  to  His  Majefty  in  Exchange  for  * 
,  In  Confidcration  of  thefe  Reftitutions,  to  be  hereby- 
made  by  His  Britannick  Majefty,  all  Property  be- 
longing to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  the  Month  of 
December  1794,  and  which  has  been  feized  and  con- 
fifcated  fince  that  Period,  (hall  be  reftored  to  him, 
or  a  full  Equivalent  for  Money  given  him  for  the 
fame.  And  the  French  Republick  further  engages 
to  procure  for  him,  at  the  general  Peace,  an  adequate 
Compenfation  for  the  Lois  of  his  Offices  and  Digni- 
ties in  the  United  Provinces;  and  the  Perfons  who 
have  been  imprifoned  or  banimed,  or  whofe  Pro- 
perty has  been  fequeftered  or  confifcared  in  the  faid 
Republick,  on  Account  of  their  Attachment  to  the 
Interefts  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  or  to  the  former 
Government  of  the  United  Provinces,  ftiall  be  re- 
leafed,  and  (hall  be  at  Liberty  to  return  to  their 
Country,  and  to  refide  therein,  and  to  enjoy  their 
Property  there,  conforming  themfelves  to  ^the  Laws 
and  Conftitution  there  eftablilhed. 

XV.  The  French  Republick  engages  to  conclude 
a  Definitive  Peace  with  Her  Mod  Faithful  Majefty  . 
on  the  fame  Footing,  of  the  State  of  Pofieffion  be- 
fore the  War,  and  without  any  further  Demand  or 
burthenfome  Condition  being  made  on  either  Side. 

XVI.  All  the  Stipulations  contained  in  this  Treaty, 
refpefting  the  Time  and  Manner  of  making  the  Re- 
ftitutions therein  meutioned,  and   all  the  Privileges 
thereby  referved  ta  the  Inhabitants  or  Proprietors  in 
the  Iflands  or  Territories  reftored  or  ceded,  mall  ap- 
ply in  like  Manner  to  the  Reftitutions  to  be  made  by 
virtue   of  any   of  the  Three  laft-  Articles,  viz.  the 
Xlllth,  XlVth,  and  XVth,  except  in  thofe  Inftances 
where  the  fame  may  be  derogated  from  by  the  mu- 
tual Confent  of  the  Parties  concerned. 

•  XVII.  All  former  Treaties  of  Peace  between  the 
refpeclive  Parties,  to  whom  the  faid  Three  Articles 
relate,  and  which  fubfifted  and  were  in  force  at  the 
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Commencement  of  Hoftilities  between  them  refpec- 
tivv.lv,  fhall  be  renewed,  cxcepr  in  fuch  Inftances  only 
where  the  fame  may  be  derogated  from  by  mutual 
Confent  j  and  the  Articles  of  this  Treaty  for  the  Ke- 
ftoration  of  Prifon<  rs,  the  Ctfiaiion  of  Hoftilities, 
the  Deciiion  rcl.ir.ive  to  Prizes  and  Seizures, 
(hall  equally  apply  to  the  refpectivc  Parties  to  whom 
the  faid  Three  Articles  relate,  and  fhall  be  held  to  be 
in  full  force  between  them,  as  foon  as  they  fhall  re- 
fpeclively and  in  due  form  have  acceded  to  this 
Treaty. 

XVIII.  All  Sequeftrations  impofed  by  any  of  thq 
Parties  named  in  this  Treaty,  on  the  Rights,  Proper- 
ties, or  Debts,  of  Individuals  belonging  to  any  other 
of  the  faid  Parties,  fhall  be  taken  off,  and  the  Pro- 
perty of  whatever  Kind  fhall  be  reftored  in  the  fulleft 
'Manner  to  the  lawful  Owner  j  or  juft  Compenfation 
be  made  for  it:  And  all  Complaints  of  Injury  done 
to  private  property,  contrary  to  the  ufual  Practice 
and  Rules  of  War,  and  all  Claims  of  private  rights  or 
property  which  belonged  to  Individuals  at  the  periods 
of  the  Commencement  of  Hoftilities  refpeclively,  be- 
tween the  laid  parties,  viz.  Great  Britain  and  Portu- 
gal on  the  one  Side,  and  France,  Spain,  and  Holland, 
on  the  other;  and  which  ought,  according  to  the 
ufual  practice  and  Laws  of  Nations,  to  revive  at  the 
period  of  peace,  fhall  be  received,  heard,  and  de- 
cided, in  the  refpective  Courts  of  Juftice  of  the  dif- 
ferent parries  ;  and  full  Juftice  therein  fhall  be  done 
by  each  of  the  laid  parties  to  the  Subjects  and  people 
of  the  other,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  to  their  own 
Subjects  or  people. 

And  if  any  Complaint  mould  arife  refpecting  the 
Execution  of  this  Article,  which  Complaints  fhall 
not  be  fettled  by  mutual  Agreement  between  the 
refpective  Governments  within  twelve  Months  after 
the  fime  fhall  have  been  preferred  to  them,  the  fime 
fliall  be  determined  by  fworn  CommifBoners  to  be 
appointed  on  each  Side,  with  Power  to  call  in  an  Ar- 
bitrator 
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bitrator  of  any  indifferent  Nation ;  and  the  decifron 
of  the  faid  Commiflioners  ftull  be  binding,  and  with- 
out Appeal. 

XIX.  His  Britnnnick  Majefty  and  the  French  Re- 
public^ promife  to  obferve  fincerely,  and  bona  fide, 
all  the  Art  icles  contained  and  eftabl  med  in  the  pre- 
fent  Treaty;  and  they  will  not  fuffer  the  fame  to  be 
infringed,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  their  refpective 
Subjects;  and  the  faid  Contracting  Parties  guarantee 
to  each  other,  generally  and  reciprocally,  all  the  Sti- 
pulations of  the  prefent  Treaty: 

XX.  The    folemn    Ratifications   of   the    prefent 
Treaty,  prepared  in  good  and  due  Form,  (hall  be  ex- 
changed in  between  the 
Contracting  Parties,  in  the   Space  of  a    Month,  or 
fooner  if  poflible,  to   be  computed  from  the  Day  of 
the  Signature  ot  the  Signature  of  the  prefent  Treaty. 

In  Witnefs  whereof,  &c.  &c. 

(No.  14.  B.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the 

French  Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  Miniftre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majefte  Bri- 
tannique,  pour  fatisfairc  au  Defir  qu'ont  temoigne  a 
la  Conference  de  ce  Matin  les  Miniftres  Plenipoten^ 
tiaires  de  la  Republique  Fran^aifr,  a  THonneur  de 
leur  adreffer  la  Note  fuivante  en  les  priant  toutefois- 
de  la  regarder  moins  comme  une  Pi,  ce  officielle,  que 
comme  une  Communication  confidencieile  et  ver- 
bale  ;  et  comme  une  Preuve  de  fon  Empreffemcnt  a: 
faciliter  le  Progres  de  la  Negociation,  en  leur  oftranC 
des  le  premier  pas,  tous  les  EclairchTemems  qui  de- 
pendent de  lui  fur  le  Projet  du  Traite  qu'il  leur  a 
remis, 

Si,  comme  1'aflurent  les  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaries 
de  la  Republique  Fran^aife,  il  eft  concraire  a  leurs  In- 
ftruc"tions  les  plus  pofitives.d'entrer  en  aucune  Difcuf- 
fion  fur  la  Ceflion  des  Objets  qui  appartenaient  a  la 
France  avant  la  Guerre,  il  eft  inutile  de  s'appuyer  fur 
TArticle  VI.  puifque  les  Compenfations  que  Sa  Ma- 
G  jefte 
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jefte  Britannique  aurait  demendees  par  cet  Article, 
en  retour  des  Refti:utions  qu'elle  ett  difpofc  a  faire 
pour  Ic  Retabliflcment  de  la  Paix,  devront  fe  trouver 
d'apres  cette  Declaration,  clans  les  Ceffions  a.  faire, 
foit  par  Sa  Majefte  Catholique,  foit  par  la  Rcpub- 
lique  Batave. 

C'eft  pourquoi  clans  1'Article  XIII.  apres  les  Mots 
St.'tus  ante  Bellum,  le  Lord  Malmdbury  pr^pofera 
d'inferer  les  Mots  fuivants  :  •'  A  Flrxception  de  1'Ifle 
"  de  Trinidad,  qui  refera  en  route  Propricte  a  Sa 
"  Majefte  Britannique." 

Le  Lord  Malmefbury  croit  qu'il  eft  pen  necefiaire 
de  repcter  les  Raifons  qui  1'engagent  a  infifler  fur  la 
Confenr.tion  de  cette  Conquete,  a  moins  qu'elle  nc 
foit  comptTifee  par  quelquL'  autre  Cefllon  qui  puifTc 
balancer  le  Surcroit  de  PuifThnce  refultante  de  1'Ac- 
quifiti'jn  faite  par  la  France  de  la  Panic  Efpagnolc 
de  St.  Domingue. 

Quant  a  1'Article  XIV.  le  Lord 'M^lmelbury  pro- 
pofc,  qu'apres  les  Mots  Sta'us  ante  Bellum,  on  ajoute  : 
"  Avec  Exception  de  la  Vil!e,  du  Fort,  et  de  FEta- 
"  bliflfement  du  Cap  de  Bonne  Efperance,  et  des  Pof- 
<(  feflfions  qui  ont  appartenu  aux  Hollandois  avant  la 
"  Guerre  dans  1'Ifle  de  Ceylon,  et  de  la  Ville  ec 
"  Fort  de  Cochin,  qui  feront  cedes  a  Sa  Majefte 
"  Britannique,  en  Echange  de  la  Villc  de  Negapat- 
**  nam,  et  de  fes  Dcpendances." 

Le  Lord  Malmibury  reitere  aux  Miniftres  Pleni- 
potentiaires  de  la  Republique  Fran^aife,  le  Tcmoig- 
nage  de  fon  EmpreHement  a  concourir  avec  eux,  en 
tout  ce  qui  depend  de  lui,  pour  amener  la  Negociation 
i  une  heureufe  Iflfuc ;  et  les  prie  en  mcme  Tems 
d'agrcer  les  AfTurances  de  fa  haute  Confideration. 


(Signe)  MALMESBURY. 

A  Lille,  ce  8  Juillct  1797. 
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(No.  14.  B.)  Tranfliition. 

THE  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannick 
Majefty  has  the  Honor  of  presenting  to  the  Miriifters 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Rcpublick,  in  confe- 
quej-jcc  of  the  Wif::  expreiled  by  them  in  the  Con- 
ference of  this  Morning,  the  following  Note :  Which 
he  requeils  them  at  the  £ur.e  Time  to  confider,  not  fo 
much  in  the  Light  or'  an  official  Paper. as  of  a  verbal 
and  confidcnriai  Communication,  and  as  a  Proof  of 
his  Readme!;,  to  facilitate  the  Progrefs  of  the  Nego- 
tiation, by  giving  them,  on  the  very  Outfet,  all  the 
Explanations  in  his  Power  on  the  Projetof  the  Treaty 
which  he  has  delivered  to  them. 

If,  as  the  Miniflers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Repub.ick  have  afiured  him,  it  is  contrary  to  their 
molt  pofitive  Initrudions  to  enter  into  any  Difcuffion 
relative  to  the  Ceffion  ofrhofc  Poffe  (lions  which  be- 
longed  to  France  before 'the  War,  it  is  ufelefs  to 
dwell  on  the  Vlth  Article  :  Since  the  Compenfations  /' 
which  his  Britannick  Majefty  might  have  demanded 
by  that  Article,  in  Return  for  the  Reftitutions  which 
He  is  difpofed  to  make  for  the  Re-eftablimment  of 
Peace,  mud,  in  confequence  of  this  Declaration,  be 
fought  for  in  the  Ceffions  to  be  made  by  His  Catho- 
lick  Majefty,  and  the  Batavian  Re  put)  lick, 

Lord  Malmcfbury  therefore  propofes  to  infert  in 
the  Thirteenth  Article,  after  the  Words  Status  ants 
Bdluwiy  the  following  Words :  fc  With  the  Excep- 
"  tion  of  the  Ifland  of  Trinidad,  which  {hall  remain 
"  in  full  Poffcffion  of  His  Britannick  Majefty." 

Lord  Malmeibury  imagines  that  it  is  imnecefTary 
for  him  to  repeat  the  Reafons  which  induce  him  to 
infift  upon  the  retaining  of  this  Conqueft,  unlefs 
compenfation  mould  be  made  for  it  by  fome  other 
Ceffion  which  mall  balance  the  augmentation  of  Power 
accruing  to  France,  from  the  acquisition  of  the  Spanifh 
part  of  St.  Domingo. 

G  2  With 
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With  regard  to  the  Fourteenth  Article,  Lord 
Malmefbury  propofes,  that  after  the  Words  Status 
ante  Belium,  fhould  be  added,  "With  the  Exception 
<f  of  the  Town,  Fort,  and  Eftablifhment  of  the 
«  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  the  Poflefllons 
*<  which  belonged  to  the  Dutch  before  the  War  in 
<f  the  Ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  of  the  Town  and  Fore 
"  of  Cochin,  which  fhall  be  ceded  to  His  Britan- 
<e  nick  Majefty  in  Exchange  for  the  Town  of  Ncga- 
"  patnam  and  its  Dependencies." 

Lord  Malmefbury  repeats  to  the  Minifters  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  French  Republick,  the  AfTurance 
of  his  Readinefs  to  concur  with  them,  in  every  Thing 
which  (hall  depend  on  him,  to  bring  the  Negotiation 
to  a  happy  I  flue  j  and  requefts  of  them,  at  the  fame 
Time,  to  accept  the  Aflurances  of  his  high  Confider- 
ation. 

(Signed)         MALMESBURY. 

Lille,  July  8,   1797. 

(No.  15.  C.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to 

Lord  Malmefbury. 

LES  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republiquc 
Fran^oife  ont  rec.u  la  ixote  que  le  Miniftre  Plenipo- 
tentiaire  de  Sa  Majefte  Britannique  leur  a  faitPHon- 
neur  de  leur  addrefler  Hier.  11s  vont  y  donner,  ainfi 
qu'au  Projet  de  Traite  auquel  elle  eft  relative,  la  plus 
ierieufe  Attention.  En  attendant  qu'ils  puiflenc 
communiquer  au  Lord  Malmefbury  les  Obfervations 
dont  ces  deux  Pieces  leur  ont  paru  fufceptibles,  ils 
croyent  devoir  1'inviter  a  fe  rendre  a  la  Salle  dts 
Conferences  demain  a  Unc  Heure  apres  midi,  fi  ce 
Moment  lui  paroit  convenable,  pour  s'occuper  avec 
lui  d'Objcts  particulicrs  dont  la  Difcuffion  peut  s'ifo- 
ler  et  fc  fuivre  fans  Retard. 


Ils 
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Us  prient  Ic  Lord  Malmcfbury   d'agreer  rAffu- 
rance  de  leur  haute  Confideration. 

(Signe(  LE  TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
HUGUES  B,  MARET. 
Lille,  le  2 1  Meffidor, 
An  5me  de  la  Republique. 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation. 


(No.  15.  C.)  Tranflation. 

THE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Republick  have  received  the  Note  which  the  Mi' 
nifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannick  Majefty 
did  them  the  Honor  of  addrefiirig  to  them  Yefter- 
day.  They  will  give  to  it,  as  well  as  to  the  project 
of  a  Treaty  to  which  it  relates,  the  mod  ferious 
Attention.  In  the  mean  time,  though  they  are  not 
yet  enabled  to  communicate  to  Lord  Malmefbury 
the  Remarks  to  which  thefe  two  Papers  appear  to 
them  liable,  they  think  it  their  Duty  to  propofe  tor 
him  a  Conference  to-morrow,  at  One  o'Clock,  if 
that  Hour  is  agreeable  to  him,  in  order  to  treat 
with  him  on  diilincl:  Points,  the  difcufilo'n  of  which 
may  be  entered  upon  feparately,  and  which  may  be 
proceded  in  without  Delay. 

They   requeft    Lord  Malmefbury  to  accept  the 
Afllirances  of  their  high  Confideration. 

(Signed)  LE  TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 

HUGUES  B.  MARET. 
Lille,  21  Meffidor, 
j;th  Year  of  the  Republic!?. 
(July  9th,  1797.) 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation, 

(No. 
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(No.  16.  D.)  Note   from  the  French   Planipoten- 

tiariei  to  Lord  MaUuefbury,  doled 
Ufle. 

LES  Miniftres  Plenipotemiaircs  dc  la  Republique 
Fr  T.^ifc'  .s'emj-n-ficnt  dr  fitisfaire  au  Defir  que  leur 
a  tfm.'-i.  n£  le  Miniflre  Pk'nipotentiaire  de  Sa  Ma- 
jefte  Britannique,  en  lui  envoyant  une  Note  fur  les 
Tr^is  Points  qui  ont  fait  1'Objetde  la  Conference  de 
€••  Jour. 

1.  Us  ont  r  Ordre  pofitifd'exiger  la  Renonciation 
au  Titrc  de  Roy  de   France  que  ports  Sa  Majtftc 
Britannique. 

Le  Lord  Malmefbury  eft  prie  d'obferver  qu'il  ne 
s'.igic  pas  fuilement  ici  d'une  Renonciation  aux 
Dr.;i  s  i.]ut  Ton  pourait  pretendre  devoir  rciulter  de 
cette  Qn:lific?.tion,  mais  encore  et  pofitivement  dc 
1-  <^ulincation  clle  meme.  L'ErabiifTement  d^  Ii 
Repubiique  Franc,aife,  etla  ReconncuTance  de  cette 
Forme  or  Gouverntrnent  par  k  Roy  d'Angleterre, 
He  lui  ptrrmettraient  pas  de  conferee  r  un  Titre  qui 
fuppok-rrut  en  France  TExiftence  d'un  Ordre  dc 
Chofes  qui  n'eft  plus. 

2.  Les  •  Mini-ires  Plcnipotenthires  de  la  Repub- 
lique font  ch'.irges  de  dernander  la  Rcftitution  dcs 
VaiiTcaux  pris  ou  detruits  a  Toulon. 

L'Angleterrc  a  declare  hautement  et  forme Ilement 
qu'cllc  prenait  hs  Vaifieaux  trn  Depot  pour  le  Roy 
de  France.  Ce  Depot  e(t  f.icre.  II  apparricnc  in- 
ccnteftablement  a  la  Republique,  qui  cxcrcc  ks 
Droits  et  la  Sou •. -t'-uinctc  que  I'Angletcrre  atcribuoit 
a  L(;uis  XVII.  a  1'Epjquc  de  la  Prrfe  de  Toulon. 
Sa  MajefteB  itannique  ne  fiurait  done,  <n  rcconnoif- 
iant  1:  Rt-pviblique  Fran^  ife,  mecjr.aii  re  ion  D.roic 
:i  li  Re.'itu'ion  dont  il  sV^tj-ou  relufer  de  la  tiiirc 
ou  d'en  ofTrir  TEquivalent. 

3.  lx&  Miniftics -Plenipotentliircs  ont  a   deman- 
der,  et  demandent   la   Rc-nonchtion   de  Sa  Majeftc 
Brit..nnique  a  1  Hypot!,cque  lur  la  Bclgique. 

Cc  Pays  avaic  etc  cnpige  pour  les  Emprunts  fairs 
psr  PEiupercur  en  /  rre.  II  eft  dcvcnu  Par:ic 

.  int<' 
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integrante  de  la  Republique,  et  ne  peut  reftcr  greve 
d*une  femblablc  Hypotheque. 

Lcs  Miniftrcs  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Franc/aifc  prient  le  Lord  Malmefbury  d'agreer  1'Af- 
/urance-  de  leur  haute  Confideration, 

(Signe)  LE  TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
HUGUES  B.  MARET. 
Lille,  22  Meffidor, 
PAn  5  de  la  Republique 

COLCHEN.  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation. 

(No.   1 6.  D.)  Tranflation. 

THE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
pubiick lofe  no  Time  in  complying  with  the  Wifh  e*-*  X 
prefled  to  them  by  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Sritannick  Majeftv,  by  tranfmitting  to  him  a 
Note  on  the  Three  points  which  were  the' Subject  of 
their  Conference  of  this  Day. 

i.  They  have  pofitive  Orders -to  require  the  Re- 
nunciation of  the  Title  of  King  of  France  borne  by^ 
His  Britannick  Majcfty. 

Lord  Malmeibury  is  requefled  to  obferve  that  the 
Queftion  is  not  only  of  a  Renunciation  of  the  Rights 
which  might  be  pretended  to  be  derived  from  this. 
Title,  but  further  and  formally  of  the  Title  itfelf. 
The  Eftablifhment  of  the  French  Repubiick,  and  the 
Acknowledgement  of  this  Form  of  Government  by 
the  King  of  England,  will  not  allow  of  his  retaining 
a  Title  which  would  imply  the  Exiftence  in  France 
of  an  Order  of  Things  which  is  at  an  End. 

1.  The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Repubiick 
are  ordered  to  demand  the  Reilitution  of  the  Vcflels 
taken  or  deftroyed  at  Toulon. 

Great  Britain  has  publicly  and  formally  declared 
that  thefe  Veflfels  were  taken  in  Truft  for  the  King 
of  Fiance.  This  Truft  is  facred.  It  incont.-ft.ibly 
belongs  to  the  Repubiick,  which  exercifes  the  Rights 
the  Sovereignty  that  Great  Britain  attribute!  to 
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Louis  XVII.  at  the  period  of  the  Capture  of  Toulon. 
His  Britannick  Majefty  cannot,  therefore,  in  ac- 
knowledging the  French  Republic!-:,  deny  its  Right 
to  the  Reftitution  required,  or  refufe  either  to  make 
the  Reftitution,  or  to  offer  an  Equivalent  for  it. 
*  3.  The  Miniftt-rs  Plenipotentiary  have  Orders  to 
demand,  and  do  demand,  the  Renunciation,  on  the 
part  of  His  Britannick  Majefty,  of  the  Mortgage  on 
Belgium. 

That  Country  was  mortgaged  for  the  Loans  made 
by  the  Emperor  in  England.  It  has  become  an  in- 
tegral pan  of  the  French  Republic,  and  cannot  re- 
main burthened  with  fuch  a  Mortgage. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
public requeft  Lord  Malmefbury  to  accept  the  AiTu- 
rance  of  their  Confideration. 

(Signed)        LE  TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
HUGUES  B.  MARET. 
title,  le  22  Meflidor, 
5th  Year  of  the  Republick, 
(July  10,  1797. 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation 

(N'o.  17.)  Extraft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville 

to  Lord  Malmefbury,    dated  Downing- 
Street,  July  13,   1797. 

WITH  refpect  to  the  Demands  contained  in  the 
Note  traniinittcd  to  your  Lordfhip  by  the  French 
Minifters,  they  have  been  naturally  received  here 
with  _great  .Surprize.  On  the  Subject  of  the  Nether- 
lands as  connected  with  the  Auftrian  Loans,  it  is  con- 
ceived that  any  Explanation  between  His  Majefty 
and  the  French  Government  is  wholly  unnecefTary. 
The  Loans  rai'cd  in  England  for  tne  Service  of  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  and  guaranteed  by  Act  of 
Parliament  here,  reft,  as  your  Lordfhip  will  per- 
ceive, by  the  annexed  Copy  of  the  Convention  on 
that  Subject;  upon  the  Security  of  all  the  Revenues 

of 
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of  all  the  hereditary  Dominions  of  His  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty.  They  do  not  feem  in  any  Manner  to  come  un- 
der the  Description  contained  in'the  Sixth  Article  of 
the  Preliminaries  between  Auftria  and  France,  rc- 
fpecting  Mortgages  upon  the  Soil  of  the  \>  foer- 
lands,  on  which  Ground  alone  France  ,cou  d  have  any 
Pretence  to  interfere  in  the  Bufin  fs.  Nor  is,  this 
Subject  One  which  appears  to  be  in  any  Manner  a  fie 
Point  of  DifcuiTion  between  His  Majefty  and  the 
Republick  >  the  King  neicher  forms  nor  has  any  In- 
tention of  forming  any  Demand  on  the  French  Go- 
vernment for  the  Payment  of  any  Part  either  of  the 
Intereft  or  Capital  of  thofe  Loans.  It  is  to  the  Em- 
peror alone  that  His  Majefly  looks  for  the  Perform- 
ance of  his  Imperial  Majefty's  Engagements  to  Him, 
and  it  is  upon  the  Auftrian  Government,  and  upon  its 
Revenues,  that  Individuals  concerned  in  thofe  Loans 
have  Claims  of  private  Right,  and  Means  of  Per- 
fonal  Demand  fecured  to  them  by  the  Convention. 

On  the  other  Two  Points  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
the  Obfervations  which  your  Lordihip  has  already 
made  upon  them:  And  we  can  therefore  only  wait 
with  Impatience  for  the  Anfvver  to  the  Projet  deli- 
vered by  your  Lordfhip,  which  will  enable  us  to  form 
a  Judgment  on  the  Intentions  of  the  Government 
with  whom  we  are  treating. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Malmefbury. 

(No.  18.)  Extitad  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to 

Lord  Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  i6th  July  1797. 

IT  was  at  the  exprefs  Invitation  of  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  that  I  met  them  on  Thurfday  the 
ijth  inftantj  One  of  them  Hated  their  Motive  for. 
wifhing  to  confer  with  me,  not  to  be  in  confequencc 
of  any  Anfwer  they  had  received  from  Paris  on  the 
Subject  of  the  Prcjet,  which  he  obfer'ved  could  not 
be  expected  fo  foon,  but  to  refume  the  DiicufTion  on 
the  Article  which  he  had  objected  to  on  my  firil 
reading  the  Projet,  and  on  which  they  conceived  it 
H  was 
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was  pofiible  and  even   expedient    to    argue  before 
we  entered  on  the  mor^  important  Branches  of  the 

X  Negotiation.  It  was  Article  II* that  he  referred  to. 
j  fe  objected  to  the  Renewal  of  the  Treaties  therein 
mentioned  from  various  Reafons  ;  Firft,  That  many 
ancieven  moft  of  them  were  irrelevant  to  that  we 
wt-re  now  negotiating ;  Secondly,  That  they  were  in 
Contradiction  to  the  new  Order  of  Things  eftablim- 
ed  in  France,  as  they  feem  to  imply  an  Acknow- 
ledgement that  a  Portion  of  the  Regal  Authority  is 
ftill  cxifting;  Thirdly,  That  they  might  be  fuppofcd 
to  apply  to  Conventions  and  Stipulations,  in  direct 
Contradiction  to  their  prefent  Form  of  Government, 
and  he  quoted  the  Convention  of  Pilnitz  in  particu- 
lar. I  was  about  to  reply  to  him,  and  I  trull  in  a 
Way  that  would  have  done  away  his  Apprehenfi  )ns 
on  this  point,  when  another  cf  tbem  interpofcd  by 
faying,  That  their  fincere  and  only  defire  was  that 
the  Treaty  we  were  now  entering  upon  might  be  lo 
framed,  as  to  fccure  permanently  the  Object  for 
which  it  was  intended  ;  that  no  Article  likely  to  pro- 
duce this  end  might  be  omitted,  nor  any  doubrfus  one 
inferted  j  but  that  the  whole,  as  well  with  regard 
to  the  pad  as  to  the  future,  might  be  fo  cle  rly  and 
diftinctly  exprefil-d,  that  no  room  for  Cavil  might  be 
left.  This  he  afiured  me,  in  the  Name  of  his  Col- 
leagues, was  all  that  was  meant  by  their  Objection 
to  renew  fo  many  Treaties  in  which  fich  various 
Interefts  were  blended,  and  fo  many  Poi  vt<  ciifcufied 
foreign  to  the  prefent  Moment.  Their  renewing 
them  in  a  Lump,  and  without  examining  c  refuily 
to  what  we  were  pledged  by  them,  n.igiit  involve  us 
in  difficulties  much  better  to  or  avoi.:cd.  I  u-pI.eJ, 
that  I  admitted  moft  certai  >  y  all  h  •  faid,  an  i  th-t  it 
was  win  this  View  and  OM  u.is  piinciple  ioi.ly  that 
the  Renewal  (;f  thcfe  Tr-arie«-  was  propofcrd  »;y  His 
M  jelly  i  ."-nd  that  it"  he  rccoikcted  ;  as  nc  und  ubt- 
eJlydiJj  the  iJ.rci.t  \\:?rswhkhxv  i\  tv  r  ..i:i..tcd 
by  thcfe  Treaties,  and  thv  n.any  iiriporta»:t  Kti,u»a- 


tions  ftipulated  by  them,  he  would  admit  that  the 
allowing  them  to  remain  in  :heir  full  Force  was  (imply 
an  Acknowledgement  of  the  Tenure  by  which  alrnoft 
all  die  Sovereigns  of  Europe,  and  particularly  the 
French  Republick,  held  their  Dominions  up  to  this 
Day.  That  thefe  Treaties  were  become  the  Law 
of  Nations,  and  that  infinite  -Confufion  would  refult 
from  their  not  being  renewed. 

He  replied,  that  our  Object  was  evidently  the 
f  me,  :har  we  only  differed  as  to  the  Manner.  I 
,!it  the  renewing  th ,-ie  Treaties  in  toto  would  the 
tat!  con  rib LICC  t>  it;  while  they  were  inclined  to 
think,  that  extracting  from  them  every  T  hing  whirh 
immediately  re  1  ted  to  the  Inc-  rells  of  the  Two 
Countries  andftatingitin  -)ne  Article,  was  more  likely 
to  attain  this  dr'ir  .bie  Object.  The  French  M-nijter 
again  repeated,  tftc-c  tneir  Firft  Wifh  was,  that  the 
Treaty  we  \wre  now  making  mould  be  de  r,  dif- 
tm6t,  folid,  and  Jailing  and  fuch  a  one  as  could  not, 
at  i.ny  "ut'iic  period,  be  broken  through  without  a 
n.anikni  Violation  of  good  Faith.  And  I  again  re- 
peared,  that  nothing  could  be  fo  confonant  to  my 
Orders,  or  the  intentions  of  my  Royal  Mafter. 

One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  was  difpofed  to 
dwt-11  on  his  Objections,  which  were,  that  thefc 
Treaties  were  fgned  when  France  was  a  Monarchy, 
and  tuat  any  Retrofpeft  to  thofe  Times  implied  a 
Sort  of  Ceriiure  on  their  prefenr  Form  of  Govern- 
ment -,  but  thib  was  arjuing  on  fuch  weak  Ground, 
and  fo  incapable  of  being  fcrioufly  maintained,  that  I, 
to  avoid  fupcrfluous  Contradiction,  was  veiy  willing  to 
let  it  pals  unnoticed.  After  a  good  deal  of  very  con- 
ciliatory, and  even  amicable  difcufiion,  which,  how- 
ever, neither  Party  gave  much  Way  to  the  other,  it 
was  propofed  by  them  that  we  fhould  return  Home,  to 
meet  again  as  foon  as  was  convenient  after  an  atten- 
tive and  deliberate  perufal  of  the  Treaties,  in  order  to 
flate  refpcctively  our  Ideas  on  this  Subject.  I  ob- 
ferved,  that  although  I  was  perfectly  prepared  to  da 
H  2  ic 


it  at  the  Moment,  and  felt  almofl  bold  enough  to  af- 
firm, that  no  Meafure  could  be  devifed  which  would 
fo  completely  meet  our  Intentions  as  an  unrefervcd 
Renewal  of  the  Treaties  they  hefit.ved  about,  yet  I 
\vas  very  willing  to  acquiefce  in  their  Propofal,  with 
this  fimple  Obfcrvation,  that  if  any  Delay  arofe  from 
it,  fuch  Delay  was  imputabrc  to  them  and  not  to  me. 
My  words  were,  "  Je  ne  me  rends  pas  refponfable 
"  des  Longueurs  dans  lefquelles  cette  Difcuflion 
"  pourrait  nous  entrairier."  Ibe  French  Minijler's 
Anfwer  was,  {C  Si  des  Longueurs  fervent  a  deter- 
"  miner  'des  Objets  qui  pourraient  donner  lieu  a  des 
"  Qncrelles  a  1'avenir,  ce  fera  du  Terns  bien  em- 
"  ploye."  It  was  not  my  \Vifn  to  conteft  this  Af- 
fertion,  -and  our  Conference  ended  with  it. 

(No.  19.)  Extrafts  ofaDifpatch  from  Lord  Malmfbury  to 

Lord  Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  July  16,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

YESTEPDAY  at  the  Moment  I  was  preparing  to 
attend  t!.e  Conference,  in  vhich  we  were  to  enter 
into  fuller  DiicurTu  n.  on  the  litigated  Subject  of  the 
Renewal  of  the  Treaties  mciiiioiKci  in  the  Second 
Article  of  the  Projet,  I  received  from  the  French 
Legation  the  incl.'fed  paper  (A).  In  abcut  an  Hour 
I  returned  the  enclofd  Ani\ver(B%  to  which  I  re- 
ceived the  enlo'ed  R<  ply  fC);  and  I  am  this  Mo- 
ment come  from  the  Conicrcncc  which  tas  taken 
place  in  confluence  of  it. 

I  began  by  faying,  that  I  had  ft'ic'it^d  this  Inter- 
view from  ihe  fame  Motive  which  v.<  i  id  actuate  every 
part  of  my  Conduct';  that  I  wifhed  to  n^ke  n  y  Re- 
ports not  only  correft  but  conciliatory  ^s  far  as  de- 
pended on  me,  and  I  now  was  come  in  order,  if 
pofllble,  to  obtain  from1  them  fuch  Con.rmms  and 
Explanations  of  the  Note  they  fent  to  me  Ydterday, 
as  would  enable  me,  when  I  trant'mitted  it  to  my 
Court,  to  fecure  the  Negotiation  from  being  inter- 
rupted, perhaps  abruptly  terminated,  by  the  perufal 

of 
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of  it.  If  I  underftood  it  right,it  meant  that  the  Direo 
tory  requires  as  a  fine  gna  non  Preliminary  ±  that  every  A/ 
thing  the  King  has  conquered  from  all  and  each  of 
His  Enemies  mould  be  reftored,  and  tha:  till  this  Re- 
ftoration  was  confented  to  the  Negotiation  was  not 
even  to  begin.  I  faid,  if  I  was  correct  in  this  State- 
ment, and  the  plain  Senfe  of  the  Declaration  would 
bear  no  other  Interpretation,  I  muft  add  that  it  would 
not  only  moft  certainly  prevent  the  Treaty  from  be- 
ginning, but  would  leave  no  Room  for  treating  at 
all,  fmce  it  deprived  His  Majefty  of  every  Means  of 
Negotiation  ;  for  I  could  not  iuppofe  that  it  was  in 
their  Thoughts  to  intimate  that  the  Principle  of 
Treaty,  as  far  as  it  related  to  His  Majefty,  was  to  be 
One  of  all  Ceflion  and  no  Compenfation,  and  yet 
that  was  precisely  the  pofition  in  which  His  Majefty 
was  placed  by  their  Note. 

One  of  the  l-'rencb  Plenipotentiaries,  who  had  let 
me  proceed  rather  reluctantly,  here  ftopt  me,  and 
faid,  that  he  and  his  Colleagues  were  exceedingly 
happy  that  1  had  exprcffed  a  Wifh  to  fee  them 
before  I  difpatched  my  Meffengerj  that  they  wimed 
to  aflure  me,  that  they  had  thought  it  dealing  fairly 
and  honorably  to  ftate  what  they  had  received  from 
the  Directory  in  the  veryJWords  in  which  it  came  V 
to  them';  that  they  inould  be  forry  if  the  Declaration 
they  had  been  directed  to  make  me,  Ihould  be  of  a 
Nature  to  interrupt,  much  Icfs  to  break  off,  the 
Negotiation  j  that  it  was  the  fmcere  Wiih  of  the 
Directory  that  the  Negotiation  mould  proceed 
and  end  fuccefsfully;  and  that,  far  from  {hutting 
the  door  to  further  Difcullions, 


ready  to  hear  any  proppfals  we  had  to  m^l^e.,  and  on 
wimed  th^it  thefe  piopofais  Ihould  be,  if  pofi'mie, 
fuch  as  were  compatible  with  their  moft  facrcd  En- 
gagements. I  repeated  what  I  had  iaid,  that  no 
door  was  left  open  if  His  Majefty  was  in  limine  to 
reftore  every  Thing;  and  that  a  Peace  on  thefe  Con- 
ditions would  not  be  heard  of  by  the  Counrry.  I 

obierved, 
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obferved,  that  immediately  on  leaving  them,  I  mould 
dilparch  a  Mcflen^tr;  but  what  that  Mefiengcr 
car-  .ed  would  mMl  materially  affect  the  progrefs  and 
Ifiueofthe  Negotiation;  I  therefore  de fired  to  know 
whether,  in  confequence  of"  wha:  I  ha !  heard  from 
them,  I  might  confider  the  .&r\€t  and  literal  Mean- 
inc^of  die_DeclaratiQn  not  to  be  a  d.  cided  Negative 
(which  ic  certainly  feemed  to  i-.nply)  on  all  com- 
penfjtion  whatever  to  be  made  to  His  .Majcfty, 
{jyTtiiat  "propofais  tending  to  "this  Effect  would  be 
lift'  ncd  to.  One  of  them  anfwcrtd,  f<  certainly,  and 
"  if  they  Ihould  be  found  fuch  as  it  will  be  impoffible 
fr  for  us  to  admir,  we  will  on  our  Side  bring  forward 
c<  others  f>>r  your  Court  to  de-liberate  on."  Under 
this  Afllirancc.  which  at  leafl,  to  a  certain  Degree y 
qualifies  the  Declaration  of  Yeilerday,  I  broke  up 
the  Conference. 

(No.  20.  A.)  Note  from  the  Frer.ch  Plenipotentiaries  to 

Lord  Malmelbury. 

LES  Miniftres  Plenipotentiiires  de  la  Republiquc 
Fran^ufc  ont  fait  pailer  a  Icur  GoAivc.ncnicnt  I-  Pro- 
jet  de  Traitc  et  la  Note  relative,  qui  leur  one  etc 
prc'entes  le  20  du  ptefent  Mois,  par  Ic  Miniftrc  Pie- 
nipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majtlle  Bfitanniquc. 

Us  v  cnncnt  de  recevoir  des  Communications  nou- 
velies  et  des  Or^res  en  confequence  de^uvls  ils  ijoi- 
Vcnt  faire  au  Lord  Malmefbury  la  Declaration  lui- 
vante 

II  cxifte  dans  les  Traites  patents  et  fecrets  qui 
lient  la  Kepublique  Fran$«ilc  a  fcs  Allies,  l'Lft>  gnc 
ct  la  Republique  Batavc,  des  Articles  poitant  garaiuie 
refpedive  des  lerncoircs  que  Us  I  rois  Puiflanccs 
poUcdaient  avant  la  Guerre.  Le  Gouvernement 
Francois,  ne  pouvant  pas  fe  delier  des  Engagen.cns 
qu'il  a  contractes  par  ces  Traites,  etablit  comn.e  Pre- 
liminaire  indifpenfable  de  la  Negotiation  pour  la  Paix 
avec  1'Angleterre,  le  Confentement  de  Sa  Majefte 
Britannique  a  la  Rcftitution  de  toutcs  les  PolTeiiions 

qu'ellc 


(    JS    ) 

qu'elle  occnpe,  non  feulement  fur  la  Republique 
Fran^aife,  mais  encore  et  formellement  fur  1'JEfpagne 
ct  la  Republique  Batave. 

En  confeqaence,  les  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires 
fouffignes  invitent  Lord  Malmefbury  as'expliquer  fur 
cette  Restitution,  et  a  y  confentir  s'il  y  eft  fuffifam- 
menc  autorife  ;  ft  non,  ct  dans  le  Cas  contraire  a  en- 
voyer  un  Courier  a  fa  Cour  pour  en  obtenir  les  Pou- 
voirs  neceffiires. 

L'Objetdeia  Conference  qui  devoit  avoir  lieu  cc 
Jour,  fe  trouvant  necefiairement  ajourne  par  I'EfTec 
de  la  Declaration  ci-deffus,  Les  Miniftres  Plenipo- 
tentiairesde  la  Republique  ont  a  temoigner  aii  Lord 
Malmelbury  le  Regret  qu'ils  eprouvent  de  manquer 
cette  Occafion  qu'ils  avaient  recherchee  de  s'entrete- 
nir  avec  lui :  Au  furplus,  dans  le  Cas  ou  le  Lord 
Malmelbury  auroit  quelquc  Communication  a  leur 
faire,  51s  le  prient  de  croire  qu'ils  fc  font  toujours 
empreffes  de  le  recevoir  ct  de  1'entendre  quand  il  le 
jugera  a  propos. 

i Is  le  prient  en  meme  Terns  d'agreer  de  nouveau 
1'Alfurance  de  leur  haute  Confide  ration. 

(Signe)  LE  TOTRNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY, 
HUGUES  B.  MARET. 

Lille,  27  Meffidor, 
1'An  5  de  la  Republique. 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation* 

(No,  20.  A.)  Tranflation. 

THE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
pubiick  have  tranfmitted  to  their  Government  the 
Project  of  the  Treaty,  and  the  Note  relating  thereto, 
which  were  delivered  to/them  the  2Oth  of  the  prefent 
Month,  by  the  Minilter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Bri- 
tanmck  Majefty. 

They 
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They  have  juft  received  frefh  Communications  and 
Orders,  which  require  that  they  fhould  make  the  fol- 
lowing Declaration  to  Lord  Malmefbury. 

There  exift  in  the  Public  and  Secret  Treaties,  by 
which  the  French  Republic  is  bound  to  its  Allies, 
Spain  and  the  Batavian  Republick,  Articles  by  which 
the  Three  Powers  refpeftively  guarantee  the  Terri- 
tories pofiefted  by  each  of  them  before  the  War. 

The  French  Government,  unable  to  detach  itfelf 
from  the  Engagements  which  it  has  contracted  by 
thefe  Treaties,  eftablimes,  as  an  indifpenfabk  Preli- 
minary of  thf  Negotiation  Jorjrhe  Peace  with  Eng- 
land, the  Confentof  His  Britannick  Majefty  to  the 
Reftit'.ition  of  all  the  Pofleffio-ns  which  He  occupies, 
not  only  from  the  French  Republick,  but  further  and 
formally  of  thofe  of  Spain  and  the  Batavian  Repub- 
lick. 

In  confluence,  the  Underfigned  Minifters  Pleni- 
potentiary requeft  Lord  Malmdbury  to  explain  him- 
ielf  with  regard  to  this  Reftituiion,  and  to  cpnfcnt 
to.it,  if  lie  is  fufficiently  authorized  to  do  fo;  if  not, 
and  in  the  contrary  Cafe,  to  fend  a  Meflenger  to  his 
Court,  in  order  to  procure  the  neceflary  Powers. 

The  Object  of  the  Conference  which  was  to  'have 
taken  place  to  Day  being  necefTarily  delayed  by  the 
Purport  of  the  abovementioned  Declaration,  the  Mi- 
nifters Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republick  have  to  ex- 
prefs  to  Lord  Malmelbury  the  Regret  that  they  feel 
in  lofing  this  Opportunity  of  converfing  together, 
which  they  had  rhemfclves  foliated : — But  in  cafe 
Lord  Malmelbury  fhould  have  any  Communication  , 
to  make  to  them,  they  beg  him  to  believe  that  they 
will  always  be  happy  to  receive  him,  and  to  liften  to 
him,  whenever  he  may  think  it  proper. 


They 
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They  requeft,  him,  at  the  fame  Time,   to  accept 
anew  the  Affurances  of  their  high  Confideration. 
(Signed)     LETOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLELEPELLEY. 

HUGHES  B.  MARET. 

Lifle,  zjth  Meilidor, 
5  Year  of  the  Republick. 
(July  15,  1797.) 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation. 

(No.  21.  B.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmeibury  to  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  Miniftre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa-  Majeftc  Bri- 
tatmique  a  prcte  1'Attention  la  plus  ferieufe  a  la  Note, 
en  Date  de  ce  Matin,  qu'il  vient  de  recevoir  de  la 
Part  des  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Fran^aife. 

II  n'hefite  pas  a  leur  declarer  que  fes  Inftruclions 
ne  1'aurorifent  nullement  a  admettre,  comme  Prin- 
cipe Preliminaire,  celui  que  leur  Daclaration  parait 
vouloir  etablir :  Cependant,  etant  pcrfuade  que  fon 
premier  Devoir  eft,  de  ne  renoncer  a  l^Efpoir  d'unc 
Conciliation  que  lorfqu'il  aura  epuiie  tous  les  Moy- 
ens  d'y  arriver,  et  voulant  ecarter,  dans  le  Rapport 
qu'il  aura  a  faire  a  fa  Cour,  fur  un  Objetaufli  impor- 
tant, la  Poffibilite  de  toute  Mefintelligence,  il  leur 
demandera  pour  Demain,  et  a  1'Hcure  qni  pourra 
leur  convenir,  une  Conference,  a  la  fuite  de  laquelle 
il  fe  propofe  d'expeclier  un  Courier  a  fa  Cour. 

II  prie  les  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Repub- 
lique Francaife  d'agrecr  les  AfTurances  de  fa  haute 
Confideration. 

(Singe)  MALMESBURY, 

A  Lille,  ce  1 5  Juillet  1797. 

(Note  2 i.B.)  Tranfladon. 

THE  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannick 

Majefty  has  given  the  moft  ferious  Attention  to  the 

Note  dated  this  Morning,  which   he  has  received 

I  from 
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from  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Krpiiblick. 

He  has  no  Hefiration  in  declaring  to  their., 
hib  Inilrudions  by  no  Mc.'.ns  authorize  him  to  admit, 
X  as_Aprrlimi'  .plf,  that  which  thrir  Declara- 

tion feems  intended  to  eftablilh :  Nevtrthelds,  being 
perfuaded  that  it  is  his  firft  Duty  not  to  give  up  the 
Hopes  of  Conciliation  until  he  ihall  Hull  hav'e  ex- 
haufted  every  Means  of  obtaining  ir,  an.l  b.ing  an- 
xious to  avoid,  in  the  Report  which  he  mall  have  to 
make  to  his  Court,  t!ie  poflibility  of  Mifunderitanding 
on  a  Subject  of  ftich  Importance,  hepropo!es  to  them 
a  Conference  for  To-morrow,  at  the  Hour  moft 
convenient  to  them,  after  which  it  is  his  Intention  to 
difpatch  a  Mefienger  to  his  Court. 

He  requelh  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic  to  accept  the  AiTurance  of  his  high 
Confideration. 

(Signed)         MALMESBURY. 

LiHe,  1 5th  July,  1797. 

{No.  22.  C.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  t» 

Lord  Malmelbury. 

LES  Miniilres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Fran^oife,  s'empreflent  d'acccdcr  an  Defir  que  leur 
temoigne  le  Miniftre  Plenipottnti..ire  de  SH  Majeftc 
Britannique,  de  conferer  avec  eux  fur  1'Objct  de  la 
Note  qu'ils  lui  ont  adrefice  ce  Jour. 

Us  ont  en  conicquence  i'Houneur  de  lui  propofer 
de  fe  rendre  Deniain,  a  onze  Heures  du  Matin,  au 
Lieu  ordinaire  des  Conferences. 

Us  le  pricnt  d'agrccr  i'A(Turance  de  leur  haute 
conf.deration. 

(Signe)  LE  TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
HUGUKS  13.  MARET. 
Lille,  le  27  Mcflidor, 
An  5   de  la  Republkjue,  , 

unc  et  indivifible. 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gcn.de  la  Legatiou. 

(No. 
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(No,  22.  C.)  Tranflatien. 

THE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
publick  lofe  no  Time  in  acceding  to  the  Defire  ex^. 
preffed  by  thej  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Bri- 
tannick  Majetty,  of  conferring  with  them  on  the 
Subject^  of  the  Note  which  they  addreffcd  to  him 
this  Day. 

They  have  in  confequence  the  Honour  of  pro- 
pofing  to  him  to  meet  To-morrow  Morning  at 
Eleven  o'Clock,  at  the  ufual  place  of  Conference. 

They  requcft  him  to  accept  the  Affurances  of 
their  high  Confider^tion. 

(Signed)  LE  TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
HUGUES  B.  MARET. 

Lifle,  the  27th  MefTi^or, 
5th  Year  of  the  Republick, 
one  and  indiviuble.. 
(July  15,  1797.) 

COLCHEN.  Sqc.  Gen.  of  the  Legation. 

(No.  23.)  Copy  of  a  Difpatch   frqm   Lord  Grenville  to 

Lord  Malmefbury,  dated  Downing  Street, 
July  20,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordfhip's  Difpatches  by  the  Meflenger 
Dreflins,  were  received  here  on  the-iyth  Tnftant,  at 
Night,  and  I  loft  no  Time  in  receiving  His  Majefty's 
Commands  on  the  very  important  Subject  of  your 
Letter,  No.  9. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  be  under  the  Neceffity 
of  remarking,  that  the  Claim  brought  forward  in  the 
Note  transmitted  to  your  ^ordihip  by  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  is  in  iticif  ib  extravagant,  and  ib 
little  to  be  reconciled  either  with  the  former  Pro^f- 
fious  of  thofe\Mmiiters,  or  with  their  Conduct  in  the 
previous  Stages  of  the  Negociation,  that  it  affotds  the 
flrongcft  Preluinption  of  a  Determination  o  preclude 
all  Means  of  Accommodation.  If  iuch  is  really  the 
Determination  of  the  Directory,  nothing  can  remain 
I  2  for 


for  this   Country  but  to  perfevere  in  oppofing,  with 
'  an  Energy  and  Spirit  proportioned  to  the  Exigency,  a 
Sytrc"i  which  mud  tend  to  perpetuate  a  State  of  War 
and  Civil  Tnmuk  in  every  Fart  of  Europe. 

The    natural    Step  upon   the    prefcnt   Occafion 

X  would  therefore  have  ex  en  to  direct  your  Lordfhip 
to  terminate  at  once^a-  Negotiation?  which,  on  die 
Footing  now  propofed  by  the  Enernyj  affords  neither 
the  Hope  nor  the  Means  of  any  favourable  Conclu- 
fionv  Nothing  bein^  left  for  Treaty,  where,  as  a 
Preliminary  Step,  one  Party  is  required  to  concede 
every  Thing,  and  all  compenfadon  fr.om  the  other 
is  abibluteiy  and -at  once  precluded.  His  Majefty's 
Servants  have,  however,  obfervcd,  that  in  the  Con- 
clufion  of  your  Lordfhip's  Conference  with  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  Subject  of  the  Note 
in  Qucftion,  the  Prefident  of  that  Miffion  informed 
your  Lordfcip,  that  it  was  not  incended  to  refill  all 
){  Corrpenfation  for  the  immenfe  Extent  of  Refiitution 
demanded  from  His  Majefty,  and  for  the  other  obvi- 
ous rircui.:ii.'ncfs  of  oiiac'vantage  to  this  Country 
in  the  Situation '  of  Europe,  as  refulting  from  the- 
War;  and  even  iidiied,  thr.t  he  and  his  Colleagues 
would  eventually  bring  forward  Propofals  on  this 
Head  for  the  Deliberation  of  the  King's  Govern- 
ment. It  appenred  pofTible  that  .fome  Advantage 
might  perhaps  ariie  to  the  great  Object  of  Peace, 
^  from  grounding  cm  this  Declaration  a  further  Prp- 
ccedi:,g,  luJi  as  mipht  afford  tp_the_Diiectoiy  (if 
they  are  fo  difpofni;  the  Means  of  replacing  the 
NsLgv.ciation  on  a  ore  practicable  Footing.  With 
tlv  ^ri^ ••<•  re  of  leaving  nothing  untric-J 

which  c^.n  contribute  to  rcftore  Peace  on  any  luitable 
'i»rms,  His  M;  jelly  has  been  plcafed  to  direct  that 
your  Lordlhip  fliould  for  that  Purpoie  afk  another 
Conference  with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries.  In 
this  Conference  your  Lordlhip  will  n  mark  in  iuch 
Terms  as  the  Occahon  mud  naturally  lu;  geft  to  you 
'  upon  the  mdcfcniibic  Spirit  and  I'cndeiicy  of  the 
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Demand  now  made  by  France.  You  will  obferve 
'  that  France,  treating  in  Conjunction  with  her  Allies, 
and,  in  their  Name,  cannot  with  any  Pretence  of 
Juftice  and  Fairnefs,  pppofe  her  treaties  with  them  as 
#n  Obftacle  in  the  Way  of  any  reafonable  Propofal 
of  Peace  in  which  they  are  to  be  included.  In  >a  fe- 
parate  Negotiation,  to  which  they  were  not  parties, 
fuch  a  plea  might,  perhaps,  have  been  uiged;  but 
in  that  cafe  France  would  have  been  bound  to  offer, 
from  her  own  Means,  that  Compenfation  which  fhe 
did. not  think  herfelf  at  Liberty  to  engage  to  obtain 
from  her  Allies.  And  fuch  was,  in  Fad,  as  your 
Lordfhip  muft  remember,  the  Principle  on  which 
His  Majefty  offered  to  treat  lead  Year,  when  he  was 
really  bound,  by  Engagements  to  Auftria,  fimilar  to 
thole  which  are  now  alledged  by  France.  But  it 
never  can  be  allowed  that  France,  Spain,  and  Hol- 
land, negotiating  jointly  for  a  Peace  w;th  Great  Bri- 
tain, can  fet  up,  as  a  Bar  to  our  juft  Demands,  the 
Treaties  between  themfeives,  from  which  they^are 
at  onceable  to  reieafe  each  other  whenever  they  think 
fit. 

You  will  further  remark,  that  even  if,  contrary 
to  all  Reafon,  fuch  a  Principle  could  (or  a  Moment 
have  been  admitted  on  our  Part,  ftill  even  that  Prin- 
ciple, inadmiffible  as  it  is,  could  only  apply  to  pub- 
lic Treaties,  known  to  thofe  who  agreed  to  be  go- 
verned by  them,  and  not  to  fecret  Articles,  unknown 
even  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  or  concealed 
by  One  of  them  from  the  Knowledge  of  the  others. 

You  will  add  in  explicit,  though  not  offenfive 
Terms,  that  the  Whole  of  this  Pretence  now  fet  up 
by  France  is  inconteftabry  frivolous  and  illufory j 
being  grounded  on  a  Suppoiition  of  a  State  of  Things 
diredly  contrary  to  that  which  is  known  really  TQ 
exift.  It  being  perfectly  notorious  thai  both  Spain 
and  Holland,  fo  far  from  wilhing  to  continue  the 
War,  were  compelled  by  France  to  engage  in  it, 
greatly  againft  their  own  Wilhesj  and  to  undertake, 
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t!,f  Means  of  fupporting  it,  a  Contefl  in 
which  they  hid  nothing  to  rnin,  ;md  every  Thing  to 
lofe.  it  ivver  therefore  can  be  allowed  to  ' 
Quef  ion  of"  any  poffible  Doubt,  I»ut  that  the  Dirrc- 
they  really  wifh  it,  mi  -ft  already  have  ob- 
tained, or  could  ;;t  any  Mo;.  .1,  the  Conlent 
of  thofe  Po'.vcrs  to  fuch  Tcnr.s  of  Peace  as  have  been 
propofed  by  His  Majcfty.  If,  however,  France,  from 
any  Motive  of  Interctt  or  Engagemenr,  is  in  Truth 
dcfirous  to  procure  lor  them  the  Reftiuukm  of  i'oi- 
fefiions  which  they  were  unable  to  defend,  and  have 
no  Means  to  reconquer,  the  Project  delivered  by 
your  Lordfhip  afforded  an  Opening  for  this  :  thofe 
Articles  having  been  fo  drawn  as  to  le  ive  it  to  France 
to  provide  a  Compenfation  to  His  Majvfly,  ehher  out 
of  her  own  Colonies,  or  out  of  thofc  of  her  Allies, 
reflectively  conquered  by  His  Majefty's  Arms.  The 
Choice  between  thefe  Alternatives  may  be  left  to  the 
Directory ;  but  to  refufe  both  is,  in  other  Words,  to 
refufe  all  Compenfation.  This  is  neverchelefs  ex- 
prefsly  declared  no?  to  be  the  Intention  of  ihofc  with 
whom  ynn  rrear.  It  i.>  therefore  necefiary  that  your 
Lordfhip  fhould  demand  from  them  a  Scatt-ment  of 
the  Propofals,  which,  as  they  informed  you,  they 
have  to  make,  in  order  to  do  away  this  apparent 
Contradiction,  which  the  King's  Servants  are  wholly 
unable  to  reconcile  by  any  Suggeftion  of  theirs,  even 
if  it  M.ere  fit  ins;  and  rcalonabie  for  them  to  bring  for- 
ward any  newJPropoikls.  immediately  after  the  detailed 
Projj^i  which  was  dcliv  red  on  the  Part  of  this 
CuunTy  -f  the  Negotiation. 

Sine  .-cl  is  nof'accedEd  to,  we  have  evi- 

dently, .  -  ry  Ground,  a  'xi^ht  to  expect  _a 

Coin  tcr  Proic^  equally  full  and  explicit  on  the  Pare 
of  t:c  Knca;y.  You  will  the  efore  ftate  to  the 
French  Miniltcrs  t!ifliii«!tly,  that  the  only  Hope  of 
bringing  tlu's  Bufmels  to  a  favourable  Conclufu'.n,  is 
by  t  >.^  at  once  plainly,  and  vithout  Referee, 

the  Whole  of  what  they  have  to  aik,  infteaa  of  bring- 
in  ff 
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ing  forward  feparate  Points  one  after  the  other,  not 
only  wny;tiry_to_the_avqwed_  Principle  of  the  Nego- 
tiation  propofed  by  themfelves,  bur,  as  it  appears, 
even  contrary  to  the  Expectation  of  the  Minitters 
themfelves  who  are  employed  on  the  Part  of  France. 
There  can  be  no  Pretence  for  refufing  a  Compliance 
with  this  Demand,  if  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France 
are  difpofed  to  forward  the  Object  of  Peace:  And 
the  obtaining  fuch  a  Statement  from  them  is,  as  I 
have  before  (fated  to  your  Lordlhip,  a  Point  of  fo 
much  Importance,  in  any  Courfe  Which  this  Nego- 
tiation may  take,  that  it  is  the  King's  Plealiire  that 
your  Lordlhip  Ihould  ufe  every  poffible  Endeavour 
to  prevent  thdr_eluding^fo  jult  a  Demand. 

After  what  has  paflfed,  it  is,  I  fear,  very  doubtful' 
whether  fuch  a  Counter  Project  would  be  framed  .aa 
Principles  fuch  as  could  be  admitted  here-;  but  it 
wouldat  all  Events  place  the  Bufmeis  on  its  real  Iflue, 
and  bring  distinctly  into  Queftion  the  fcveral  Points 
on  which  the-Conclufion  of  Peace,  or  the  Prolonga- 
tion of  War,  will  really  depend. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)         GRENVILLE. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Malmefbury. 

(No.  24.)  Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to 

Lord  Malmefbury,  dated  Downing-Street, 
July  20,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

THERE  are  Two  feparate  Points  on  which  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  me  to  fay  a  few  Words  to  your  Lordfhip, 
in  Addition  to  the  Inftructions  in  my  other  Difpatch, 
on  the  General'  Subject  of  the  Negociation. 

.  The  F;rft  relates  to  the  Affertion  of  One  of  the 
French  Minifters,  ''that  the  Portuguefe  Ships  and 

X  Troops  were  a;  Toulon."  The  Fact  is  very  immatc-" 
rial  as  to  any  Conclufion  that  could  be  drawn  from 
it,  to  affect  the  Situation  or  juft  Claims  of  the  Court 
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of  Lifbon  ;  becaufe  your  Lorafhip  wc-11  knows,  that 
it  is  a  Principle  univcrfuly  recognized  in  the.  public 
Law  of  F.Uiope,  that  when  One  of  the  Parries,  in  a 
Defenfive  Alliance,  furmfnes  to  his  Ally  the  ftipulated 
Succours,  thofe  Succours  remain  entirely  at  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  the  requiring  Party,  to  be  employed  where  - 
cver  he  mall  judge  proper,  lubject  only  to  the  Li- 
mitations of  the  Treaty  which  before  cxifted ;  and  if 
the  Amount  of  thofe  Succours  is  not  cncreafed  be- 
yond that  engaged  for,  nor  the  Means  of  ufmg  them 
extended  by  new  Facilities,  the  Party  furni&ing  the 
ilipulated  Afiiftance  is  not  undcrftood  to  violate  the 
Laws  of  Neutrality. 

But  the  Fact,  in  this  Cafe,  would  not  bear  out  the 
Afiertion,  even  if  the  Argument  to  be  drawn  from 
it  were  more  conclulive.  The  Troops  of  Her  Moft 
Faithful  Majefiy  having  been,  as  I  apprehend,  no 
otherwife  employed  than  in  the  Two  Campaigns  car- 
ried on  by  Land,  upon  the  Southern  Part  of  the 
Frontiers  of  France  and  Spain. 

The  other  point  relates  to  what  was  faid  to  your 
Lordlhip  ajbput  the  Treaty  of  Pilnitz.  It  would 
certainly  not  require  much  Argument  to  prove  that 
the  Renewal  of  feveral  Treaties  enumerated  by 
Name  and  Date,  and  the  latert  of  which  was  con- 
cluded in  1783,  does  not  imply  a  Renewal  of  ano- 
ther Treaty  fuppofcd  to  be  concluded  in  i " Q  i .  But 
what  is  more  material  to  the  prefent  Cafe  is,  that 
your  Lordfaip  mould  take  this  Oppertunity  to  ex- 
plain, in  the  moft  diftinct  and  unequivocal  Terms, 
that  if  any  fecret  Treaty  was  in  faft^concluJed  at 
the  Interview  at  Pilnitz,  between  the  late  Emperor 
and  the  King  of  Pruflia  (which  is,  to  fay  the  ksft, 
very  doubtful  in  point  of  Fart)T  this  at  leait  ig  cer- 
tain,  that  His  Mi-.j  (ly  was  no  Pany  to  iuch  Treaty  ; 
and  not  only  was  not  then  included  in  it,  butlui  ne- 
ver fhice  adncjyd  to  if^.  nor  even  been  apprized  of 
itb  Contents.  The  publick  Declaration  which_was 
made  at  that  Interview,  fhtws  on  the  F>ce  of  it  that 
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His  Maiefly  was  no  party  to  it;  and  it  is^ indeed, • 
notorious  that   it   applied  to  Circumitances  which 
were  done  away  long  before  the  War  broke  out  be- 
tween Auftria  and  France,  and  that  the 
Negotiations  for  the  Maintenance  of  Peace 
thofe  Powers  turned  on  points  wholly  diflinct 
thofe  fuppofed  to  have  been  referred  to  in_the_ 
tended  Treaty  of  Pilnitz. 

This  Explanation,  however  little   connected  with 
the  prefent  Negotiation,  feems  to  be   called  for 
the  Aliufion  made  to  you  upon  the   Subject  j 
indeed,  on  a  point  on  which  fo  much  Mifreprffenta-/?t^ 
tion  has  prevailed,  it  is  ufeful  not  to  omit  the 
portunity  of  dating  the  Facts  ^as  jhey^really  are. 
I  am,  &c. 

(Signec 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Malmefbury. 


(No.  25 .)  Extraft  of  a  Difpatc 

bury  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated 
25th,  July  1797. 

My  Lord,  ^ 

I  HAVE  the  Honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lord- 
fhip's  Diipatches,  No.  19  and  20,  of  the  2oth  inft. 
which  were  delivered  to  me  on  Saturday  the  2 id 
inft*.  by  the  MefTengrr  Major. 

It  was  impoflible  that  the  Claim  brought  forward 
in  the  Note  inclofed  in  my  No.  9,  could  have  pro- 
duced on  your  Lordfhip's  Mind  any  Impreffion  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  you  defcribe,  and  I  am  ^appy 
to  find  that  the  Conduct  I  obferved,  when  it  was 
firft  delivered  to  me,  was  fuch  as  put  it  in  my  power 
to  execute  with  great  Confiftency  the  fpirited  In- 
frructions  your  Lordfhip  now  fends  me. 

Immediately  on  the  Arrival  of  the  MerTenger,  I 
propofed  an  Interview  with  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, and  we  met  on  Sunday  the  ajd,  at  On^  P.  M. 
K  I  could 
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I  could  not  obey  His  Majefly's  Orders  in  ^  Man- 
ner more  likely  to  command  Attention,  and  to  im- 
prefs  thole  who  heard  me  with  a  jr. ft  Senfe  of  the 
Mixture  of  Firmnefs  and  Moderation  with  which 
His  Majefty  was  phafed  to  conduct  this  important 
Negotiation,  than  by  employing  not  only  the  Sub- 
fb.ncc,  but  as  far  as  was  practicable  in  Convcrf;- 
tion,  the  very  Words  of  your  Lcrdfhip's  Difpatch, 
No.  19;  and  if  I  fhould  attempt  to  relate  minutely 
•  I  mvTelf  f'id  in  this  Conference-,  it  would  in 
•  little  more  than  a  Repetition  of  them. 

I  began  by  obferving,  that  I  was  certain  the  French 
Pienipoti-ntiaries  muft  be  fully  prepared  for  what  I 
no\v  h;jd  it  in  Command  to  fay :  I  reminded  them 
that  I  hail  raken  upon  me  to  affirm  when  we  were 
laft  aflembled,  and  immediately  before  I  difpatchcd 
my  Mellengcr,  that  the  requiring  fuch  a  Preliminary 
as  that  propofcd  in  the  Note,  was  putting  an  F.ml  af 
once  to  all  NegotiationT  and  that  I  was  fure  Peace 
on  fuch  Terms  would  not  be  heard  oj;  that  the 
Orders  I  was  then  about  to  communicate  to  them 
would  prove  that  I  had  not  made  this  Aflcrtion  lightly, 
or  in  confequence  of  any  hafty  Opinion  of  my  own, 
at  the  fame  Time  that  it  would  alia  appear  that  my 
Royal  Matter  was  as  anxioufiy  and  as  fincerely  inclined 
to  liften  to  all  reafouable  and  admiffible  Conditions, 
as  He  was  determined  to  repel  and  reject  all  fuch  as 
of  an  oppofite  Defcription.  I  then,  my  Lord, 
took  up  my  Arguments  on  the  precife  Grounds  fer 
forth  in  your  Lordfhip's,  No.  19.  I  neither  omitted 
any  Thing,  nor  inferted  any  Thing  of  my  own,  which 
could  at  all  alter  its  Spirit  ;  and  1  only  varied  from 
the  Letter  inafmuch  as  was  neceflary  to  make  it  ap- 
plicable to  a  Conference 

My  Firfl  Object  was  to  ftatc,  in  as  forcible  a  way 
as  poffible,  the  utter  InadmifTibility  of  the  Pretenfion 
fct  forth  in  the  Note,  the  frivolous  and  illufory  Rea- 
fons  alltdged  for  bringing  it  forward,  and  I  oblerved 
that,  if  it  was  pcrfcvered  in,  it  muft  be  lead  to  this 
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necefiary  Conclufion,  that  there  did  exift  when  it 
was  framed  an  Intention  ori  the  part  of  the  Direc- 
tory to  break  off  the  Negotiation  in  the  Outfet  ,  My 
Second  Object  in  point  of  Reafoning,  though  a  very 
primary  One  in  point  of  Importance,  was  either  to 
prevent  the  Negotiation  breaking  offat  all,  or  if  this 
was  not  to  be  prevented,  to  endeavour  to  be  fo  clear 
and  explicit  in  my  Language,  and  to  draw  the  Line  | 
fo  diftinctly  between  fuch  Sacrifices  as  His  Majefty 
might  be  inclined  to  make  in  order  to  reftore  io 
great  a  Bleffing  as  Peace,  and  thole  to  which  the 
Dignity  of  His  Crown  and  Intereft  of  His  Subjects 
would  never  allow  him  to  attend,  as  to  make  it  im,- 
poflible  that  by  any  future  Cavil  or  Subterfuge  the 
Interruption  of  the  Treaty,  if  unfortunately  it  fhould 
be  interrupted,  could  be  imputed  to  any  other  Caufe 
than  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment ;  and  the  better  to  infure  this  purpole,  I  ex-' 
plained  to  them  that  His  Majefty  having  already  in 
a  detailed  Projet  Hated  freely  and  fully  His  Condi- 
tions, and  thefe  Conditions  having  been  at  once  re- 
jected by  a  fweeping  Claim  on  the  Part  of  the  French 
Government,  it  was  not  fitting  or  reafonable,  neither 
could  it  be  expected  that  any  new  Propofals  (hould 
originate  with  His  Majefly :  And  that  on  every 
Ground  the  King  had  a  Right  to  expect  a  Centre-  Y 
Projet  from  them,  ftating  at  once  plainly  and  with- 
out Referve  the  Whole  of  what  they  had  to  afk,  in- 
ftead  of  bringing  forward  feparate  points,  One  after 
another,  directly  contrary  to  the  principle  on  which 
we  had  agreed  to  begin  the  Negotiation,  and  which, 
from  their  being  infulated,  could  only  tend  to  pro* 
tract  and  impede  its  progrefs. 

On  the  Fit  ft  Point,  on  the  Inadmiffibility  of  the 
preliminary  Conditions  as    propofed   by  the  French 
Government,   One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  faid, 
it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  do  more  tha|  to  takcjt     ) 
for  Reference,  that  the  Inftructions  they  had  received 
when  the  Directory  fcnc  them  the  Note,  w^re^recife^ 
K  2  and 
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and  pofitiv£.  and  thit  they  had  received  none  fince. 
He  therefore  had  on  thar  Point  fimply  to  rerju  -f 
me,  that  I  would  ftate  in  Writing  the  ieveral  Grounds 
on  which  His  Majcfty  rejected  this  Propoficion,  in 
orHcr  that  the  Report  transmitted  by  them  to  the 
Pi.  ->ry  might  be  correct  ;  and  he  allured  me,  that 
if  I  did  not  t'link  it  proper  to  put  in  Writing  all  rhe 
Arguments  I  had  ufed  to  them  in  the  Conference, 
they  would  have  no  Scruple  of  employing  thofc  I 
omitted  in  fuch  a  Way  as  was  the  bed  calculated  to 
give  them  Weight,  and  to  ule  the  French  Mir  //?<,v's 
own  Exprefiion,  to  placc.ihc  Ncgociaiion  once  more 
onjts  Legs. 

In  regard  to  the  Second  Point,  he  had  no  hefitation 
in  agrceiug  with  me,  that  the  belt  Method,  and  in- 
deed the  only  One,  which  coul.i  accelerate  the  Whole 
ol^tlie^ufinefs,  ^vas  for  tjiem  to  ^ive  in  a  Contre- 
Prcjet,  neither  did  he  attempt  to  dif  rove  our  perfect 
Right  to  expect  One  from  them  before  we  made  any 
new  Propof.ils.  But  he  faid,  that  it  was  not  necefiary 
for  him  to  obfcrve  that  aj>  long  as  they  were  bound  by 
their  Inftriignons  not  to  give  way  on  th*  Prop.^fn;ionT 
I  had  now  fo  decidedly  rejected,  that  it  wnsinpof- 
fible  for  them  to  move  a  Seep  without  new  Orders 
from  the  Directory^;  that  they  would  afk  for  thefe 
Orders  immediately,  and  lofe  no  time  in  acquainting 
me  when  they  were  received. 

1  obferved,  that  in  our  laft  Conference  he  had  in- 
timated to  me  they  were  empowered  to  come  to  fome 
Explanation  with  me  on  the  Subject  of  Con.penfa- 
tion  to  be  made  to  His  Majefty  for  the  great  Cefiions 
he  was  difpofed  to  make;  tiiat,  .it  the  time,  I  con- 
ceived thefe  Explanations  were  of  a  Nature  to  quali- 
fy the  wHe  claim  ftated  in  the  Note,  and  that  if  I 
had  abft.-.ined  from  prefilng  him  further  at  the  mo- 
ment, it  was  from  perceiving  a  Reluctance  on  their 
Part  to  bring  them  forward  : — That,  however,  if 
they  really  had  fuch  Propolals  to  make  me,  and  if 
they  were  of  a  Nature  to  meec  in  Subftance  and  Ef- 

ftct 
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feet  the  Bafis  laid  down  in  the  Projet  I  had  given,  I 
fhould  be  well  difpofed  to  litten  to  them. 

One  of  the  French  Minifters,  after_Jbrre  Hefitatioq 
and  a  Sort  of  filentRefercnce_tpjC)ne  of  his  Colieaguesr 
faid  he  thought  as  Matters  now  ftood,  it  would  be 
much  better  to  wait  their  Anfwerjrorn  Paris  : — That 
it  was  .a  very  important  period,  a  Crifis  in  the  Nego- 
tiation, fhe  Refult  of  which  probably  woulld  be  con- 
clufive  as  to  its  Fate,  and  that  it  feemed  to  be  of 
more  Confluence  to  make  this  Refult  as  conform- 
able to  what  he  hoped  I  was  convinced  were  as  much 
their  Wifhes  as  mine,  than  to  wafte  our  Time  in  Dif- 
cuffions  which  were  ufelefs,  not  to  fl\y  more,  till  this 
was  afcertained. 

I  confined  myfelf  in  my  Reply  to  frying.  I  had  no 
Objection  whatever  to  giving  to  the  French  Plenipo- 
tenciari's  a  paper,  ftating  the  ilrong  Motives  on 
whi  h  His  Maiefty  rejected  the  propofition  made  in 
their  Note  of  the  i5thj  ^nd  that  as  I,  on -my  part, 
had  confidered  it  a  Duty  to  make  my  Reports  as 
conciliatory  as  was  confident  with  Truth  and  Cor- 
rectnefs,  f>>  I  heard  with  great  pleafure  the  AfTur- 
ances  he  gave  me  of  their  intending  to  obferve  the 
,  fame  Line  of  Conduct. 

That jis.  wf  fremed.pejf^dly_agreed  as  to  the_pro- 
prjejy  of  their  producing  a^Cchtre-Prgti,  I  had  no- 
thing to  fay  on  that  point,  except  to  exprefs  my  moft 
fmcere  Wifh  that  it  would  foon  appear,  and  when  it 
did  appear,  be  fuch  a  one  as  would  lead  to  a  fpeedy 
and  fatisfactory  Ccnclufion  of  the  Negotiation. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville. 

(No.  26.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  Miniftre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majefte  Britan- 
nique  a  fait  pafler  a  Sa  Cour  la  Note  qui  iui  a  e«e  re- 
mifele  15  dcce  Mois  par  les  Miniftres  Pienipotenti- 
aires  de  la  Republic^ue  Fran^aife,  et  ay  ant  re^u  Ifs 
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Oi tires  du  Roi  Ton  Maitre  a  ce  Sujet,  il  s'emprefie 
de  lenf  re-iterer  par  ecrit,  conformcrnent  au  Defir 
qu'ils  lui  en  ont  temoignc,  Ics  Reflexions  fuivantes, 
qu'il  Icur  a  deja  expofces  de  vive  Voix  d'apres  fes 
Inftruiftions  les  plus  pofitives. 

II  obferve  d'abord,  que  demander,  "  comme  Prc- 
"  liminaire  mdifpenfable  de  la  Negotiation  pour  la 
"  Paix  avec  rAngletcrre,  le  Confentemcnt  de.  Sa 
"  Majefte  Britannique  a  la  Reftitution  de  toutes  les 
"  Poileflions  qu'  elle  occupe,  nop  fcukment  fur  la 
"  Republique  Fran^aife,  niais  encore  tt  formeilc- 
"  ment  fur  1'Efpagnc  et  la  Republique  Ba'avc," 
c'eft  vouloir  etablir  une  Condition  prealable  qui  ex- 
clut  toute  Reciprocite  j  refufe  au  Roi  toute  Compen- 
fation  ;  et  ne  lailfr  aucun  Objet  de  Ncgociation  ulte- 
rieure. 

Que  la  Republique  Fran^aife,  autorifce  par  fcs 
Allies  a  negocier  en  leur  Nom  et  formellement  les 
Articles  de  la  Paix,  ne  fauroit  oppofcr  fts  Traitcs 
partids  avec  I;ux  a  tics  Propofitions  raiionnables ; 
puifqu'il  eft  rrconnu,  que  les  Parties  contractantcs 
confervt-nc  toujours  le  Pouvoir  de  modirler,  d'un 
confentcment  nutuel,  les  conditions  auxquciits  tiles 
fe  feront  refpcclivemenc  engagecs,  toutes  les  fbis  que 
leurs  Intcrets  communs  pourront  1'exiger  •> — par  con- 
fcquent,  la  Propofition  faire  ?u  Roi  d'une  Reftitution 
generale  et  gn-tuite,  comrne  Preliminaire  indifpenfa- 
blc,  fuppofeiaitneieiiairernent  a  SaMajefte  Catlioli- 
que  eta  h  Republique  Datave,  des  Difpoiitior.s  bitn 
moins  pacitiqucs  que  cclles  qui  animent  la  Repubii- 
cjii'-  r'ran^aifc. 

Que  d'aillcurs,  d'apres  ce  qui  s'eft  pafle  dans  les 
premieres  Conferences,  le  Lord  Malmefbury  a  tou- 
jours cru  devoir  s'attendre  a  ce  que  le  Roi  Ton 
Maitre  flit  compnik'  des  Sacrifices  qu'il  etait  portc 
ii  faire  pour  la  l^ix,  par  la  Confcrvaticn  d'une  Partie 
de  Ses  Conquers;  c:  il  pouvoic  d'autant  moins  pre- 
voir  quelque  Ob!:acle  a  1'Occafion  d«.-s  Articles  Se- 
crets des  Traitcs  qui  lirnt  la  Rt-pubiiquc  Fsan^-aiie, 

que. 


que  le  Principe  de  Compenfation  fut  reconnu  par  une 
Declaration  formelie  et  pofitiv^  faite  au  Norn  du 
Directoire  Executif,  et  communiquee  dans  une  Note 
Officiellc  en  Date  du  27  Novembre  1796,  Declara- 
tion poltcrieure  a  la  Confection  de  ces  Traites. 

C'eY-it  done  a  fin  d'applanir  autant  que  poffible 
toutes  les  Difficultes,  que  dans  le  Projet  du  Fraire 
qtie  le  Lord  Malmefbury  a  remis  aux  Miniftres  Ple- 
nipotentiaires  de  la  Republique  Fran^aife,  on  laifla  a 
la  France  I'Alternative  d'etablir  cette  Compenfution 
fur  fes  propres  Poffefiions,  ou  fur  celles  de  ies  Allies. 
—Or,  le  Kefus  abfolu  de  cette  Alternative,  parait 
ecarter  le  feul  Moyen  poffible  de  conciiier  tous  les 
Interets,  et  d'arriver  a  une  Paix  juftej  honorable,  et 
permanente. 

Le  Lord  Malmefbury,  perfuade  que  telle  ne 
fauroit  erre  1'Intention  du  Gouvernement  Francais, 
efpere  d'apres  les  Raifons  qu'il  vienr  de  leur  expofer, 
qu'on  ne  continuera  pas  a  infiHer  fur  une  Condition  a 
la  quelle  Sa  Majefte  Britannique  ne  pourra  aucune- 
ment  Se  preter. 

11  prie  de  nouveau  les  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires 
de  la  Republique  Fran^aife  d'agreer  les  Aflurances 
de  fa  haute  Confiderarion. 

(Signe)         MALMESBURY, 

A  Liflc,  cc  2401?  Juillet  1797. 

(No.  26.)  Tranflation. 

The  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannick 
Majefty  has  tranfmitted  to  his  Court  the  Note  wnich 
was  delivered  to  him  the  ifth  of  this  Month,  by  the 
Miniilers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  FVench  Republick ; 
and  having  received  the  Orders  of  the  King  his 
Mafter,  on  this  Subject,  he  haftens  to  repeat  to  them, 
in  Writing,  conformably  to  the  Defire  which  they 
have  exprefled^to  him,  the  following  Reflections, 
which  he  had  already  ftated  to  them  verbally,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  rnoft  pofitive  Inftructions. 

He 
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He  obfcrves,  in  the  firft  Place,  that  to  require 
•'  As  an  indifpcnfible  Preliminary  of  Negori^jon^ 
««  for  Peace  with  !iu?,land,  the  Confer,:  of  Mis  Bri- 
"  tannick  Majdtv  to  the  formal  Kettitution  of  all 
<r  the  Poflcflions  which  he  occupies,  as  well  thofe  of 
"  the  French  Republick,  as  further  and  formally 
"  thoTc  of  Spain  and  (he  Batavian  Republick,"  is  to 
wilh  to  eftablim  a  previous  Condition,  which  ex- 
cludes all  Reciprocity,  refutes  to  the  King  all  Corn- 
pen  fation,  and  leaves  no  Object  of  ulterior  Negocia- 
tion. 

That  the  French  Republic,  formally  authorized 
by  its  Allies  to  nrgociate  the  Articles  of  Peace  in 
their  Name,  cannot  fairly  let  up  its  partial  Treaties 
with  them,  in  Oppoficion  to  rcafonable  Propofals  of 
Peace,  fince  it  is  univerfally  underdood  that  the 
Contracting  Parties  always  preferve  the  Power  to 
modify,  by  mutual  Conient,  the  Conditions  by  which 
they  may  be  engaged  to  each  other,  whenever  their 
common  Interells  may  require  it  :  —  Confequently, 
the  Proportion  made  to  the  King  of  a  general  and 
gratuitous  Ke(Htutionj^anjndifpcnfable  Preliminary, 
would  neccffuily  impuTe  to  his  Catholick  Majefty, 
and  to  the  Batavian  Republick,  Difpofitions  far  lefs 
prcifick  than  thole  which  animate  the  French  Re- 
publick. 

That  moreover  in  confequence  of  jvhat_pafled_iQ 
'the  firft  ConferencesT  Lord  Malmefbury  has  always 
thought  himfelf  entitled  to  expect  that  the  King  His 
Matter  would  find  a  Cotnpenfurion  for  the  Sacrifices 
He  was  ready  to  make  for  Peace,  by  retaining  a  Part 
of  Mis  Conqucfts  -,  and  Me  was  the  iefs  able  to  for- 
fee  any  Obilaclc,  on  account  of  the  Secret  Articles 
of  the  Treaties  which  bind  the  French  Republick, 
as  the  Principle  of  Compentation  was  acknowledged 
by  a  formal  and  pofitive  Declaration,  made  in  the 
Name  of  the  Executive  Directory,  and  communi- 
cated in  an  Official  Note?  dated  the  ayth  of  Novem- 
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her  1796 ;  a  Declaration,  poflerior  to  the  Completion 
of  thole  Treaties. 

It  was,  therefore,  in  order  to  remove,  as  much  as 
poflible,  every  Difficulty  that,  in  the  Project  of  a 
Treaty,  which  Lord  Malmefbury  has  delivered  to  the 
Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick, 
the  Alternative  was  left  to  Fiance  to  fettle  this  Com- 
penfation  on  its  own  Poffeffions,  or  !  on  thole  of  its 
Allies :  But  the  abfolute  Refufal  of  this  Alternative 
appears  to  do  away  the  only  poffible  Means  of  conci- 
liating every  Intereft,  and  of  arriving  at  an  honour- 
able, juft,  and  permanent  Peace. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  perfuaded  that  fuch  cannot  be 
the  Intention  of  the  French  Government,  hopes, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  P.eafons  herein  (rated,  a 
Condition  will  not  be  infifted  upon,  to  which  His 
Britannick  Majefry  can  by  no  Means  confent. 

He  again  requefts  the  Minillers  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republick  to  accept  the  Affurances  of 
his  high  Coiifidcration. 

(Signed)         MALMESBURY. 

Lifle,  24th  July,  1797. 

(No.  27.)  Extraftof  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmelbury 

to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  Sunday, 
Auguit  6thj   1797- 

My  Lord, 

I  fully  expected,  when  I  received  the  inclofed  Note 
on  FViday,  that  the  Conference  propofed  was  to  ac- 
quaint me  with  the  Inductions  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries had  received  from  the  Diteclory,  on  the 
Note  I  had  given  in  near  a  Fortnight  ago,  as  an  ' 
Anfwer  to  that  in  which  the  Reftitution  of  the  Whole 
of  His  Majefty's  Conquefts  from  each  of  Plis  Enemies 
is- required  as  an  indifpenfable  Preliminary  to  all  Ne- 
gotiation. 

'  I  was  therefore  furpriied  and  difappointed,  when  I 

had  taken  my  Place  at  the  Conference,  to  hear  from 

the    French  Plenipotentiaries    that  the  Letters  they 

L  had 
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bad  received  that  Morning  from  Paris  did  not  bfing 
any  fpccifick  Reply  to  my  laft  Note,  byLJjnly  went 
to  inform  them  that  tlie^pjreftpj^Jiad^r^kejT^the 
moft  "lenous  Confide  ration^  and 
would  acquaint  them  a*  foon  as  poffible  with  the  Re- 
fult. 

I  could  not  avoid  expreffing  my  Concern  and 
Surprife  that  there  exifted  any  Hefitation  whatever 
in  the  Mind  of  the  Directory  on  a  Point,  which, 
although  a  very  important,  was  certainly  a  veryfimple 
one : — That  to  allow  it  to  remain  in  Doubt  whether 
His  Majefty  was  to  have  any  ComppnT^jop  or 
not,  was  in  other  Words  to  leave  it  in  Doubt 
whether  the  Directory  finccrely  meant  Peace  or  ROLL. 
— And  that,  although  I  was  very  far  frorrv  wilhing 
for  any  improper  Hafte,  or  not  to  move  in  a  Matter 
of  fuch  Magnitude  without  becoming  Prudence  and 
Deliberation,  yet  I  could  not  forbear  lamenting  that 
more  than  a  Month  had  now  elapfed  without  our 
having  advanced  a  fingle  Step,  notwithstanding  His 
Majefty  had,  in  the  very  Outfet  of  the  Negotiation, 
manifefted  a  Moderation  and  Forbearance  unprece- 
dented under  fimilar  Circumllances  : — That  anxious 
as  I  was  not  to  prejudice  it  by  any  Representations 
of  mine,  I  muft  fay,  this  Delay  placed  me  in  a  very 
auk  ward  Pofition,  as  I  really  did  not  perceive  how  I 
could  account  for  it  in  a  Way  at  all  fatisfactory,  at 
the  fame  Time  that  it  was  quite  iinpofiible  for  me 
to  fuffer  a  longer  Space  of  Time  to  pals  over  with- 
out writing  to  my  Court. 

One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  exprefled  his 
earneftWifh  that  I  would  write  immediately;  he  was. 
confident  this  Delay  would  be  feen  in  its  true  light  •, 
and  added,  "  Si  nous  n'avan^ons  pas  a  pas  de  Geant> 
ff  jVfpt're  que  nous  marchons  d'un  pas  fur." — Aad 
another  of  them  repeated  this  Phrafe. 

xpretTcd  my  fincere  Hope  this  might  be  the 
Cafe,  but  it  would  have  been  much  better  proved  by 
rhc  Communication  of  the  Counter  Project  they  had 

in 
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In  a  Manner  pledged  themfelves  to  procure,  than  by 
any  vague  and  indeterminate  AfTurances  of  what 
might  pofiibly  be  the  Refult  of  the  prefent  Sufpen- 
fion  of  all  Bufmefs.  They  obferved  to  me,  that  the 
Coimjgi^ jrVojefl:  would  of  courfe  be  (virtually)  con- 
tained in  their  next  Inftructions^  and  that  their  only 
Motive  for  wifning  td  fee  me  was,  to  convince  me 
that  this  Delay  had  neither  originated  with  them, 
nor  been  occafioned  at  Paris  by  any  Want  of  Atten- 
tion to  this  important  Bufinefs,  or  from  any  Caufc 
not  immediately  and  clofely  connected  with  it. 

I  defined  to  know  from  them  when  they  thought 
it  probable  they  mould  receive  pofitive  and  explicit 
Instructions,  whether  in  Three,  Four,  or  Five  Days? 
They  faid,  it  would  be  probably  Eight  or  Ten.  And 
om  cf  tbem  obferved,  that  as  our  not  meeting  more 
frequently  gave  Rife  to  many  idle  Rumours  and 
falle  Reports,  he  would  propofe  to  me,  if  I  had  no 
Obejeclicn,  to  meet  every  other  Day  at  Two  o'clock-: 
That  it  was  very  pofiible  that  in  our  next  Two  or 
Three  Meetings  we  might-  have  nothing  material  to 
fay,  but  that  we  mould  get  better  acquainted  with 
each  other,  and  in  our  Conventions  mutually  fug- 
geft  Ideas  which  might  be  of  Ufe. — I  readily  con- 
fcnted  to  this. 

I  had  a  Confederate  again  this  Morning.  As  I  was 
very  defirous  of  being  enabled  to  tranfmit  to  your 
Lordihip  fome  more  fatisfactory  Account  as  to  the 
Motives  of  this  Delay,  I  again  prcfied  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  on  this  Point.  Each  of  them 
repeated  what  they  had  laid  before,  and  on  my  en- 
deavouring to  make  them  feel  how  impoffible  it  was 
that  His  Majefty  mould  not  be  hurt  at  this  Demur 
on  -fo  very  fimple  a  Point,  One  of  tbem  faid,  you 
ought  to  augur  favourably  from  it  ^  your  Note  was 
aRefufaT  to  agree  to  what  was  dated  by  the  Direc- 
tory in  their  Inilructions  t;o  us  as  a  fine  qua  non  : 
I£jhe_jDJ£eclory  were  determined  to. periiil  in  this 
ua  non,  they  would  have  faid  fo  at_ojTCg — c<  Je 
L  2  "  vous 
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Ct  -vomnfTure  qn'il  nous  cmroit  ptomp^ement  renvoye  Jt 
{(  Courier,"  were  his  words: — The  Time  they  took 
to  deliberate  ujdjcat^ _b-.-yor.cl  a  Doubt  that  they  are 
looking  for  fome  Tern  pern  menu,  :\rul  it_  fcarce_can 
d  th.it  one  will  be  found, — I  laid  I  was 
veil  pleafed  to  hear  him  fay  th's;  but  that  (till  he 
mutt  be  aware  that  it  would  not  be  an  eafy  Talk  for 
me  to  make  my  Difpatches  To-day  either  intcrefting 
or  fatisfadory. 

Another  cf  the  French  Minifters  faid  that  he  really 
believed  that  this  would  be  the  only  great  Impedi- 
ment we  mould  have  to  encounter,  that  every  Thing 
would  go  on  quickly  and  fmopthly,  and  than  I  inuft 
admit  the  prefent  to  be  a  very  important  and  difficult 
Point  in  the  Negotiation.  I  agreed  wirh  him  entirely 
as  to  its  Importance,  but  could  not  acquiefce  as  to 
its  Difficulty. 

I  am  very  forry,  my  Lord,  that  in  fuch  a  Mo- 
ment, and  after  waiting  fo  long,  I  fhould  not  be 
able  to  fend  you  more  explicit  and  decifive  Aflu- 
rances;  but  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  compel  the  . 
French  Negotiators  to  move  on  fader.  All  I  can 
do  is  by  my  Conduct  and  Language  to  take  care  that 
no  Part  whatever  of  the  Imputation  of  Delay  fhould 
attach  to  me.  I  have,  at  every  Conference  I  have 
held,  always  declared  my  Readinefs,  to  proceed,  and 
1  fhall  not  fail  to  repeat  this  every  Time  we  meet. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Grcnville,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(No.  28.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 

to   Lord   Malmefbury. 

LES  Miniltres  Plenipotcntiaires  dc  la  Republique 
Fran^oife  icroient  charmcs  de  Pouvoir  s'cntretenir 
quelques  Inftanrs  avec  Lord  Malmefbury ;  ils  ont  en 
confequenct  1'Honneur  cle  hii  propofcr  une  Reunion 
qui  auroit  Lieu  aujourd'hui  a  Deux  Hcures  ou  a.  tellc 
autre  qui  lui  conviendroic  mieux,  et  qu'U  voudroic 
bien  indiquer. 

C'eft 
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C'eft  avec  Plaifir  qu'ils  renouvellent  au  Lord 
Malmefbury  1'Affurance  de  leur  haute  Confideration. 

(Signc)        LE  TOURNEUR. 

HUGUES  B.  MARET. 

Lille,  17  Thcrmidor, 
An  5"ic  de  la  Republique. 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation, 

(No.  28.)  Tranflation. 

THE  MinSfters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
publick  will  be  happy  to  have  an  Opportunity  of 
converting  for  a  few  Minutes  with  Lord  Malmef- 
bury ;  and  they  have  in  confequence  the  Honor  of 
propofmg  to  him  to  meet  them  at  Two  o'Clock  To- 
day, or  at  any  other  Hour  which  may  be  more  con- 
venient to  him,  and  which  he  will  have  the  Goodnefs 
to  appoint. 

They  renew,  with  Pleafnre,  to  Lord  Malmefbury, 
the  Afiiirances  of  their  high  Confideration. 

(Signed)    LE  TOURNEUR. 

HUGUES  B.  MARET. 

Lille,  17  Thermidor, 

5th  Year  of  the  Republick.  t 

(Auguil  4,  1797.) 

COLCHEN  Sec.  Gen.  of  the 
Legation  of  the  Republick. 
(Aug.  4,  17970 

(No.  29.)  Extraft  of  a  Difpafch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to 

Lord  Grenvillc,  dated  Lille,  Auguft  i4th,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

IN  confequence  of  the  Refolution  we  had  come  to, 
to  meet  en  the  Days  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Poit 
from  Paris,  our  Conferences  for  this  la  ft  Week 
have  taken  place  regularly  every  other  Morn- 
ing, except  on  Thurfday  the  loth  of  Auguft,  which 

being 


being  the  Anniverfary  of  One  of  their  National  Fef- 
tivals,  the  French  Legation  could  not  attend. 

I  have  in  mine,  No.  17,  given  your  Lordfhip  an 
Account  of  every  Thing  which  patted  in  thefe  Con- 
ferences, up  to  that  of  the  6th.  -On  the  8th  nothing 
\vas  laid  at  all  worth  tranfmitting,  except  an  Intima- 
tion flung  .out  by  by  One  cf  the  French  Pl?nipotentia- 
ries,  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take  into  Confi- 
deration  theJjigJH£-ilLJJ£UIial  .Narinas  on  this  Oc- 
cafion.  But  as  he  (poke  very  vaguely,  and  in  gene- 
ral Terms,  I  did  n->t  choofe  to  prtfs  hkn  for  an  Ex-' 
planation,  as  I  cnnfider  it  more  judicious  to  avoid 
•Difcuflions  on  feparate  and  collateral  Points,  and  not. 
to  enter  into  Negotiation  till  the  Whole  can  be 
brought  under  Deliberation  at  once. 

What  paflc-d  on  the  i2th  was  rather  more  intereft- 
ing.     The  Return  of  Mr.  Weflev  afforded  me  a  very^ 
natural    Opportunity  of  expreffing  the   Impatience 
with  which  an  Anfwer  to  my  lalt  Note  was  expected 
by  my  Court;  that   Threj^Wej^c^  aj^jw  ^^ 


^i  that  although    I    by    no 

Means  wiflied  to  infmuate  that  due  Attention  had 
nor  been  paid  to  fo  very  important  a  Subject  as  that 
on  which  we  were  treating,  yet  I  could  not  but  .great- 
ly lament,  that  Day  after  Day  fliould  be  allowed  to, 
pals  away  without  our  proceeding  at  all-in  the  great 
Bufinels  for  which  we  were  met.  On*  of  ike  French 
Minifters  faid,  That  it  was  impofiiblc  I  couid  lament 
this  Delay  more  than  they  did;  that  they  had  already 
declared  to  me  that  it  was  occafioned  by  a  Wifh  not 
to  create  but  to  remove  Difficulties;  and  they  could 
affure  me  positively,  that  the  French  Government 
had  no  other  Object  in  View,  and  that  I  fliould  find, 
when  once'  we  began  fairly  to  negotiate,  we  fhould 
proceed  very  rapidly. 

I  replied  it  was  indeed  very  material  to  make  good 
the  Time  we  had  loft.  Tbc  French  Mini  ft  er  anfwered, 
you  would  not  call  it  Tirtie  loll  if  you  knew  how  ic 
was  em^lov^cc[.  On  my  cxpreffing7  by  my'  Manner. 

a  Wilh 
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a  Wifh  to  be  informed,  he  went  on,  by  faying  we 
will  not  fcruple  to  tell  you,  though  we  feel  we  ought  t 
not  yet  to  do  it  officially,  that  we  are  confulting  with  J 
our  Allies;  that  we  have  communicated  to  them  all  j  V 
that  has  paiicd  here;  we  have  dated  that,  unjeis  they      A 


mean  to  continue  the  War,  thg^jrnifljxJ^afe  us  from 
our  Engagements,  and  enable  us,  to  a  certain   De-  J 
gree.,  to  meet  your  Propofals.^ 

The  Conference  of  To-day  is  this  Moment  over. 
One  of  ike  French  Plenipotentiaries  informed  me,  thac 
he  had  received  this  Morning  a  Letter  from  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Directory,  affuring  him  thac  in  Four  or 
Five  Days  they  would  receive  their  final  Inductions; 
and  he  added  of  himfelf,  that  he  trufted  thefe  would 
be  fuch  as  would  enable  us  to  continue  our  Work 
without  any  further  Interruption.  I  faid,  I  hoped 
thefe  Inftructions  would  be  in  Subflance  a  Counter 
Project,  as  I  did  not  fee  how  any  Thing  fhort  of  One 
could  enable  us  to  proceed  fo  rapidly  as  he  defcribed. 
He  agreed  with  me  entirely,  and  allured  me,  thac 
both  he  and  his  Colleagues  had  repeatedly  fiated  the 
Neceffity  of  a  .Counter  Project  being-  fent  them;  and 
he  obferved,  thathe  really  thought  the  French  GQ- 
vernment  migrTTlTaVeTjorejeen  every  Thing  which 
had  pafTed»  and  been  prepared  wjth  one;  and  that 
this  would  have  faved  a  great  deal  of  valuable  Time. 
As  I  could  not  myfelf  have  faid  more,  I  readily  gave 
a  full  Aflent  to  what  I  heard. 

(No.  30,)  Extraft  of  a  Difpatch  frora  Lord  Grenvilleto 

Lord  Malmefbury,  dated  Downing  Street, 
Auguft  igth,  1797. 

.  AN  Expreffion  mentioned  in  One  of  your  Lord- 
fhip's  lad  Difpatches  to  have  fallen  from  One  of  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  leads  to  the  Prcfumption 
that  it  is  intended,  on  the  Part  of  France,  to_briag 
forward  fome  Propofal  aboufthe  Navigation  of  Neu« 
t  ral  Powers  in  Time^ofJWar^  Your  Lord  (Kip  will 
bell  judge  of  the  proper  Opportunity  of  exprefiing 

His 
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Mis  M.ijefty's  decided  and  unalterable  Refolution  on 
this  Point,  not  to  admit  of  any  Propofal  for  treating 
with  his  Enemies  on  the  Subject  of  the  Rights  or 
Claims  of  Neutral  Powers. 

The  only  Remark  with  which  I  have  to  trouble 
your  Lordfhip  by  this  MefTenger,  relates  to  an  Ex- 
preflion  in  the  late  Meflage  of  the  Directory  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  which,  if  literally  taken, 
conveys  an  accufation  againft  His  Majefty's  Govern- 
ment, that  fome  Delay  has  arifen  on  the  Part  of  this 
Country  in  the  Negotiations  at  Lifle.  This  is  fo 
avowedly  contrary  to  the  Facl,  that  it  muft  be  con- 
fidered  as  impoflible  that  fuch  a  Charge  could  be 
intended  to  be  made  by  a  Government  which  had  at 
that  Moment  delayed  for  Three  Weeks  making  any 
Anfwcr  to  His  Majefty's  diftinft  and  liberal  Propo- 
fals  of  Peace,  and  whofe  Plenipotentiaries  were  daily- 
apologizing  to  your  Lordfhip  for  this  unbecoming, 
and  as  they  almoft  confefs,  unaccountable  Delay; 
but  as  the  Point  is  too  important  to  be  left  unnoticed, 
it  is  the  King's  Pleafure  that  your  Lordfhip  mould 
prefent  a  Note,  remarking  upon  the  Senfe  to  which 
thefe  Words  are  liable,  exprefling  your  Perfuafion 
that  fuch  cannot  be  the  Intention  with  which  they 
xvere  ufed,-  but  afki-ng  on  the  Part  of  your  Court  an 
Explanation  to  that  Effeft,  which  cannot  be  refufed 
without  a  Violation  of  every  Thing  which  Truth 
and  Juftice  require  on  fuch  an  Occalion. 

(No.  31.)  Extraft  from  the  Meflage  of  the  French  Di- 

rcftory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
Auguii  gth,  1797. 

EN  fin,  cette  Caufe  eft  dans  le  Defefpoir  ou  font 
tous  les  vrais  Citoyens,  ct  particulierement  Jes  De- 
fenfeurs  de  la  Patrie,  de  voir  s'eloigner,  au  Moment 
raeme  de  fa  Conclufion,  et  apres  1'avoir  achetee  par 
tant  de  Sang  et  de  Souffrance,  une  Paix  Definitive, 
que  follicitoient  enfin  avec  Empreffemcnt  les  Chefs 
de  la  Coalition  vaincue,  et  qu'un  Gouvernemenr, 

Ami 
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Ami  de  PHumanite,  cherchoit  a  conclure  avec  plus 
d'Empreflement  encore,  lorfque,  tout  a  coup,  rani- 
mane  leurs  •  Efperances,  comptant  fur  unc  DifTolu- 
tion  generale  par  le  Defaut  de  Finances,  fur  la  De- 
ilruction  de  Gouvernement,  fur  ,la  More,  ou  1'Exil 
des  plus  braves  Generaux,  et  fur  la  Difperfion  et  la 
Perte  des  Armees,  ces  memes  Puiffances  coalifecs 
ont  mis  autant  de  Lenteur  dans  les  Negotiations, 
qu'elles  avoierit  montre  d'Ardeur  pour  tcrminer. 

(No.  31.)  Trauflation. 

IN  fhort  thisCaufe  is  in  the  Tame  Defpondendy  in 
which  all  good  Citizens,  and  particularly  the  Defen- 
ders of  the  Country  are,  at  feeing  deferred  at  the 
very  Moment  when  its  Conclufion  was  thought  to  be 
near  at  hand,  and  after  having  bought  it  with  fa 
much  Blood  and  fo  much  Suffering; — a  definitive 
Peace  wjth  the  Hea d s  of  t h e  v a n^ujj^d_Cgj[Htjo>n  at 
length  (oliritcor  in  gonrl  Ejjrne^  when  its  Conclufion 
was  ex  peeled,  and  which  a  Ggvernrn_enta  friendj^L_to  is. 
Humanity,  were  ftill  more  earneft  to  conclude: 
When,  all  on  a  fudden,  buoyed  up  with  new  Hopes, 
reckoning  upon  a  general  Di'fTolution  of  ihe'Govern- 
.ment  by  the  falling  of  its  Finances,  upon  its  Def- 
trudlion,  upon  the  Death  or  Banifhment  of  its  braveft 
Generals,  and  upon  the  Difperfion  and  Lofs  of  its 
Armies,  t.h'efc  very  fame  coajefced  Powejs  have 
thrown  as  much  Delay  into  the  Negotiations,  as  they 
had  fliewn  Anxiety  to  bring  them  to  an  End. 

{No.  32.)  Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  LordMalmfbury 

to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  Auguft 

TV/T     T      A  2Z'    1?97' 

My  Lord, 

IN  my  Conference  of  this  Morning,  I  took  an 
Opportunity  of  remarking  to  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries on  the  very  unfair  and  extraord'nary  Aflertion 
which  had  appeared  in  the  Meflage  of  the  pth  Inftant, 
from  the  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
M  viz, 


viz,  "  que  les  Puifiances  coalifees  ont  mis  autant  de 
"  Lenteur  dans   les    Negotiations,    qu'elles    avoient 
"  montre  de  1'Ardeur  pour  les  termincr."     I  obferv- 
cd  to  them  that  I  had  Orders  from  my  Court  to  afk 
a  precife   Explanation,  whether  this    Accufation  of 
Delay  was  meant  to  apply  to  the  Manner  in  which 
His  Majefty  had  conducted  the  Negotiation  at  Lifle, 
and  if  it  was  fo  meant,  to  declare  that  no  Accufation 
was  ever  more  deftitute  of  Foundation,  nor  a  wider 
Deviation  from  the  real  Fact.     I  faid  I  was  perfectly 
ready  to  abide  by  their  Determination  on  this  Point, 
convinced  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  not  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the   Delay  (if  there  had  been   any 
blameable   Delay)  reded  with  the   French  Govern- 
ment and  not  with  His  Majefty.      The   French  Ple- 
nipotentiaries admitted  this  to  be  moft  ftrictly  true  ; 
that  the  Phrafe  I  had  quoted  was  an  ill  judged  one, 
and  mal  redigee  j  but  that  it  could  not  in  any  Point  of 
View  whatever  be  conftrued  as  applying  to  England  ; 
and  they  were  ready  to  fay,  that  when  it  was  written, 
the  Directory  alluded  foleiy  to  the  Court  of  Vienna ; 
that  they  could  aflure  me  they  had  been  very  faithful 
in  their  Reports,   and  that  when  they  faid  this  it  was 
faying  in  other  Words,  that  I  had  carried  on  the  Ne- 
gotiation with    as  much   Expedition  as  poflible,  and 
that  if  it  had  proceeded  flowly  for  this  lad  Month, 
the  Slownefs  arcfe  on  their  Side  and  not  on  mine. 

I  faid  I  could  not  for  an  Inftant  call  in  queftion 
their  Feelings  on  this  Point;  it  was  die  Infmuation 
conveyed  in  the  Meflage,  and  which  had  gone  over 
Europe,  that  it  was  neceflTary  for  me  to  clear  up,  and 
to  know  whether  the  Directory  thought  and  felt  as 
they  did.  One  of  the  Ftcnch  Minijlers,  with  very 
ftrong  Exprefiions,  affured  me  the  Directory  certainly 
did  think  and  feel  like  them  ;  that  no  unfair  or  infi- 
dious  Allufion  was  meant,  and  added,  "  que  ce 
"  MefTage  etoit  fait  pour  flimuler  les  Confeils."  I 
went  on  by  obferving  it  was  very  eflential  for  me  to 
have  this  fully  explained,  and  that  I  fhould  give  them 

in 
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fn  a  Note  to  this  Effeft ;  they  requeued  I  would  nor, 
it  would  lead  to  difagreeable  Difcuffions,  and  would 
not  anfwtr  the  End  I  propofed.  They  would  take 
upon  themfclves  now  to  attune  me  in  the  Name  of 
the  Dirr&ory  that  nothing  at  all  fimilar  to  the  Con- 
duction I  put  on  the  Phrafe  was  intended,  and  that 
as  foon  as  they  could  receive  an  Anfwer  to  the  Re- 
port thev  mould  make  of  To-day's  Converfation,  they 
would  fay  the  fame  from  the  Directory  itfelf. 

I  hope,  my  Lord,  I  have,  therefore,  by  obtaining 
this  very  precife  and  formal  Difavowal  of  an  Inten- 
tion to  fix  any  Imputation  of  Delay  on  His  Majefty's 
Government,  fulfilled  the  Objedt  of  my  Inftructions 
on  th's  particular  Point.  It  when  the  French  Pleni- 
poten  iaries  fpeak  from  the  Directory,  the  Difavowal 
Ihonld  no*-  be  equally  fatisfactory  and  complete,  I 
then  will  not  fail,  according  to  your  Lordfhip's  Or- 
der, to  give  in  a  Note. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  &£. 

(Signed)         MALMESBURY. 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville. 

{No.  33,)  Extraft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmef- 

bifry  to  Lord  Grenville,    dated  Lifle, 
Auguft  22,  1797. 

THE  Four  Conferences  I  have  held  with  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  fince  I  laft  wrote  to  your  Lordfhip 
on  the  1 4th  inftant,  will  not,  I  fear,  furnith  very 
interefting  Materials  for  a  Difpatch. 

Our  Conference  of  this  Morning  was  principally 
employed  in  what  I  hare  related  in  my  other  Dif- 
patch j  but  tht  French  Plenipotentiaries  afTured  me, 
that  by  Thurfday,  or  at  the  lateft  by  Saturday,  they 
expected  to  receive  their  long  expected  Meffenger. 

(No.  34.)  Extraft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  A^almef- 

bury   to   Lord  Grenville,  dated  Lifle, 
Auguftig,  1797. 

.1  AM  extremely  Ibrry  to  be  forced  to  announce  to 
M  2  your 
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your  Lordihip,  that  frefh  Delays  occur  in  the  Progrefs 
of  the  Negotiation. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries  informed  me  at  our 
/Conference  Yefterday,  that  the  laft  Anfwer  from 
Hpll.ind  was  jluirclatisfaftory  that  the  Directory  i  ad 
ordered  the  Minifter  for  Foifjgn  Affairs  to  return  it 
to  t^e  Dutch  Mmifters  at  Paris;  that  the  Dutch 
Minifters  could  not  take  upon  themfelves  to  alter  ir  in 
the  Way  the  Directory  propofed,  but  Ivd  been 
obliged  to  refer  to  their  Government  for  new  Orders  ; 
and  that  therefore,  fupoofing  no  Time  to  be  loft  in 
Deliberation  on  this  Subject  at  thr  Hague,  it  would 
be  at  U'aft  a  Week  from  To  day  before  any  farther 
Account  could  be  received  here. 

After  lamenting  this  unexpe6red  Procraftination  of 
our  Bufineis,  I  exprefifed  a  Wifh  to  know  wii.it  the 
Dutch  Anfw-rlnd  been,  what  Objections  the  Direc- 
tory had  made  to  ir,  and  the  Alteration  they  were 
dcfirous  it  fhould  undergo. 

One  of  the  French  'Plenipotentiaries  faid,  it  had  not 
been  communicated  to  them,  but  that  he  unrirrftood 
it  was  compli'xe,  louche,  et  peu  Jatisfmfante. —  That  the 
Directory  expected  it  fhould  be  clear  and1  distinct, 
and  fuch  an  one  as  would  enable  them  to  fend  fuel) 
Inftruclions  here,  as  wou'd  allow  us  to  go  on  with 
the  Negotiations  in  a  Way  to  recover  the  Time  we 
had  loft. 

(No,  35.)  Extraft  of  a  Difpitch  from  Lord  Malmef- 

bury  to   Lord  Grcrmlle,    dated  Lille, 
S-'piember,  5,  1797- 

My  Lord, 

I  SHOULD  have  confidered  what  has  pnflVd  in  our. 
Conferences  fmce  1  lull  had  the  Honour  of  writing 
to  your  Lordfhip  by  Mr.  Wefley,  as  in  itlVlf  too  un- 
important to  authorize  me  ro  difpatch  a  McHengtr, 
but  rhat  in  genera!  I  think  it  my  Dbty  never  to  leave 
your  Loi<i!hip  more  than  a  Week  without  hearing 
from  me  ,•  and  1  \vab  alfo  glad  of  an  Opportunity 

to 
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Co  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Lordfhip's  Dlf- 
pitch,  No.  23,  which  was  delivered  to  me  by  the 
Meflenger  Shaw,  on  the*3ift  Auguft,  at  10.  P.  M. 

Nothing  but  common  Converlation  pafied  in  our 
Conferences  of  the  3Gth  Auguft  and  of  the  i  ft  Sep- 
tember. In  that  of  the  3d  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries confirmed  what  they  had  taken  upon  them- 
felves  to  allure  me  on  the  22d  Auguft,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  Representation  I  had  your  Lordfhip's 
Orders  to  make  on  the  Exprrffions  employed  by  the 
Directory  in  their  Meflage  of  the  9th  Auguft  to  the 
Councils,  and  which  Exprefiions  Appeared  to  fix  an 
Imputation  of  Delay  co  His  Majefty's  Government, 
in  the  Progrefs  of  the  Negotiation.  They  faid  that 
they  had  reported  to  the  Directory  what  I  obferved 
on  this  Subject,  and  that  they  were  now  charged  to 
repeat  what  I  had  already  heard  from  them,  and  to 
declare  that  no  Intention  fimilar  to  that  I  fuppofed 
ever  exifted  on  the  Part  of  the  Directory. 

In  our  Conference  of  this  Morning,  although  I 
had  Reafon  to  expect  that  the  Answer  from  the 
Hague  was  arrived  at  Paris,  yet  it  was  not  ad- 
mitted by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

{No.  36.)  Extraft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmef- 

bury  to  Lord  Grenville,   gth  Septem- 
ber,  1797. 

I  NEED  not  fay  that  the.  Two  Conferences  which 
have  been  held  fines.  I  dtfpatched  the  Meffcnger, 
Brooks,  were  not  likely,  under  the  prefeni  Circum- 
liances  of  this  Country,  to  afford  any  Thing  extreme- 
ly important  or  interesting. 

In  That  of  Thurfday  the  7th,  One  of  tie  French 
Plenipotentiaries  began,  on  my  entering  the  Room,  by 
announcing  a  \Vilh  that  the  great  Event  which  had 
taken  place  at  Paris,  mould  not  interrupt  for  a  long 
Time  our  Negotiation,  or  dcftroy  the  plealing  Proi- 
pcct  we  had  of  its  foon  terminating  fucctfsfDily;  and 
from  his  Manner  1  clearly  faw  he  mcnt  to  ccnvcy  the 
3  A  k  idea 
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Idea  that  it  was  his  Opinion  it  would  nor.  I  endea- 
voured to  difcover  whether  he  fpoke  in  confequence 
of  any  private  Inteligcncc  he  had  received  from  Paris, 
or  fimply  from  his  own  private  Judgement,  and  I 
found  it  was  entirely  from  the  latter. 

In  our  Conference  of  this  Morning,  he  faid  they 
tvere  ftill  without  any  Letters  from  M.  Talleyrand 
(whi-'i  rather  furprife'd  him);  but  he  could  allure  me, 
vnth  Certainty,  that  by  Monday  they  fhould  be  em- 
powered ro  go  on  with  the  Negotiation,  and  that  I 
might  fafely  fay  fo  to  my  Court. 

(No.  37.)  Extraft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenvilla 

to   Lord    Malmelbury,   dated   Downing 
Street,  September  nth,  1797. 

YOUR  Lordfliip's  Difpatches  by  the  MefTenger, 
Shaw,  were  received  here  this  Morning. 

It  would  be  premature  in  the  prefent  Moment,  to 
enter  into  any  reafoning  on  the__£fit^t  which  the  ex- 
traordinary Events  at  Paris  may  be  expected  to  have 

rmjjif.  ;mpr>rfanr  TSlppTifjafinn  wifh    which  yOUr  Lurd- 

ftiip  is  charged.  A  very  few  Days  mil  ft  now  pro- 
bably fhew,  in  the  mod  unequivocal  Manne-,  what 
are  the  Views  which  are  entertained  bv  the  nowj^re- 
dominant  Party  at  PariSi  refpedting  the  Queflion  of 
Peace  or  War  with  Great  Britain:  And  it  becomes 
His  Majcfty's  Government  to  wait  ihe  Event  ^vitn  the 
fame  Dcfire  for  Accomodation  on  reafonable  Terms, 
and  the  fame  Firmnefs,  with  refpcct  to  undue  and 
infultmg  Demands,  which  has  actuated  every  Part  of 
the  Conduct  held  by  your  Lordfhip. 

(No.  38.)  Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury 

to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  Lille,  Monday, 
September  n,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

ON  my  going  to  the  Conference  this  Morning,  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  informed  me  that  the  whole 

French 
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French  Legation  was  recalled,  and  that  Meflrs.  Treif- 
hard  and  Bonnier  d'Alco  were  appointed  in  their 
Room.  They  faid,  their  Orders  were  to  communi- 
cate this  Event  to  me  immediately,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  to  add,  in  the  Name  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, that  this  Alteration,  in  the  Cho  ce  of  the  Ne- 
goriarors,  would  not  produce  any  whatever  in  the 
Dirpufition  of  the  D;rccr.oryT  to  bring  the  Negotiation 
co  a  happy  I  due. 

I  afiured  them  I  was  extremely  forry  to  hear  that 
they  were  recalled.  That  we  had  hitherto  acted  to- 
gether fo  cordially,  that,  it  was  to  be  .amented  any 
Circumftances  had  arifen  which  ma  e  th--  French 
Government  think,  it  advifable  to  put^the  Negotiation 
into  other  Hands. 

That  I  received  with  Satisfaction  what  they  told 
me  as  to  the  Sentiments  manifefted  by  the  Directory, 
relative  to  the  Negotiation,  and  that  I  could  aflure 
them,  they  were  fuch  as  certainly  exifttd  in  the  Breaft 
of  my  Royal  Matter. 

1  then  luggefted  to  them,  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  give  me  an  Official  Note  on  this  Occafion, 
fince  it  made  a  very  marked  Period  in  the  Negotiation ; 
and  as  they  perfectly  agreed  with  me  on  the  Propriety 
of  this,  they  fent  me  that  I  now  enclofe. 

I  confidcr  this  Event  as  fo  material,  that  I  do  not 
lofc  a  Moment  in  difparching  One  of  my  Servants 
to  England,  as  I  have  at  prefent.  no  Meflenger  with 
me. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  &c. 

(Signed)        MALMESBURY. 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville. 

(No.  39.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 

to  Lord  Maltnefbury. 

LES  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Fran^oife  ont  THonneur  d'informer  Lord  Malmefbury 
qu'ils  ont  re£u,  par  1'Ordinarie  de  ce  Jour,  un  Arre"te 

du 
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du  Dirc&orie  Executif,  qui  j)orte  leur  RappeJ,  «t  li 
Nomination  des  C.  C.  Treilhard  et  Bonnitr  pour 
Jeur  lucccder,  et  fuivrcles  Negotiations  commencees 
avec  PAngletcrrc. — Le  Miniftre  des  Relations  Exte- 
rieures,  en  envoyant  aux  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires 
fouffignes  cct  Arr^te  du  Directoire  du  Vmgt-drux  de 
ce  M"is,  leur  mande  d'attendre  1'Amvee  de  leurs 
SucccliVurs.  II  Ics  charge  aufii  de  prev<*nir  le  Mini- 
ftre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majefte  Britannique  quc 
le  Cbangcuiciu  des  Negociateurs  n'en  apporte  aucun 
dans  Ics  Difpofitions  du  Direftorie  pour  la  Negotia- 
tion, 

Les  Miniftres  Plcnipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Fran^oife  ont  1'Honneur  de  reirerer  au  Lord  Malmef- 
bury  1'Affurance  de  leur  haute  Confideration. 
(Signe)       LE  TOURNEUR. 

HUGUESB.  MARET. 

Lille,  le  25  Fruflidor, 
An  5  de  la  Republique. 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation. 

(No.  40.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the 

French  Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  Miniftre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majefte  Bri'an- 
nique  a  1'Honneur  d'accufer  la  Reception  de  la  Note 
que  les  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  dc  ia  Republique 
Fran<joife  lui  ont  adrcfieV,  pour  lui  faire  Part  de 
I'Arrete  du  Direftoire  Executif  qui  portc  leur  Rappel 
et  la  Nomination  des  Miniftres  deltines  a  leur  fuc- 
ceder,  et  a  luivre  les  Negociations  deia  commencees. 
II  recoit  en  rreme  terns  avec  Satisfadl:ion,  et  tranf- 
mettra  de  fuite  a  la  Cour,  1'AfTuranCe  que  ce  Change- 
ment  des  Negociateurs  n'en  apporte  aucun  dans  les 
Difpofitions  du  Directoire  pour  la  Negociarion. 

Le  Lord  Malme/bury,  en  remerciant  les  Miniftres 
Plenipotentiaries  de  la  Republique  Fran^oife  de  certe 
Communication,  les  prie  d'ccre  perfuades  de  les 
Regrets  perfonels  a  1'Occafion  de  leur  Depart,  ct 
d'agreer  les  Affurances  de  fa  haute  Confideration. 
vSigne)  MALMESBURY. 

I  Lille,  ce  12  September,  1797. 
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(No.   39.)  Tranflation. 

THE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re-. 
public  have  the  Honour  to  inform  Lord  Malmef- 
bury  than  they  have  received,  by  this  Day's  JPofr, 
a  Decree  of  the  Executive  Directory,  fignifying 
their  Recall,  and  the  Nomination  of  Citizens  Treil- 
hard  and  Bonnier  to  fucceed  them,  and  to  continue 
the  Negotiations  entered  upon  with  England. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  fending  to 
the  Underfigned  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  this  De- 
cree of  the  Directory,  of  the  220!  of  this  Month, 
orders  them  to  wait  the  Arrival  of  their  Succeflfors. 
It  alfo  directs  them  to  inform  the  Minifter  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  His  Britannick  Majefty,  that  the  Change 
of  the  Negotiators  does  not  carry  with  it  any  Change 
in  the  Difpofiuon  of  the  Directory,  with  regard  to 
the  Negotiation. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
publick  have  the  Honour  to  renew  to  Lord  Malmei» 
bury  the  AfTurances  of  their  high  Confideration. 

(Signed)    LE  TOURNEUR. 

HUGUES  B.  MARET. 

Li  fie,  25  Fru&idor, 

ijth  Year  of  the  Republick. 

{Sept.)   u,   1797.) 

COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation. 

(No.  40.)  Tranflation. 

THE  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannick 
Majefty  has  the  Honour  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt 
of  the  Note  which  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republick  have  addrefTed  to  hfm,  com- 
municating the  Decree  of  the  Executive  Directory, 
which  fignifies  their  Recall  and  the  Nomination  of 
the  Minifters  deftined  to  fucceed  them,  and  to  con- 
tinue the  Negotiations  already  commenced.  He 
receives  at  the  fame  Time  with  Satisfaction,  and 
will  tranfmit  without  Delay  to  his  Court,  the  ArTur- 
N  ance, 
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that  this  Change  of  the  Negotiators  does 
not  bring  with  it  any  Change  in  the  Difpofuion  of 
the  Directory  as  to  the  Negotiation 

Lord  Malmefbury  in  thanking  the  Minifters  Pie. 
nipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick  for  this  Com- 
munication, begs  them  to  be  perfuaded  of  his  per- 
fonal  Regret  on  account  of  their  Departure,  and  to 
accept  the  Affurances  of  his  high  Coniidcration. 

(Signed;  MALMESBURY. 

Lifle,  Sept.  12,  1797. 

(No.  41.)  Extrnft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmef- 

bury  to   Lord  Grenville,   dated   Lille, 
i  ;th  September,  1797. 
My  Lord, 

THE  new  French  Plenipotentiaries,  Meflieurs 
Treilhard  and  Bonnier  d'Alco,  with  their  principal 
Secretary  M.  Derche,  and  Two  private  Secretaries, 
arrived  here  at  Fi,ve  o'Clock  A.  M.  on  Wednef- 
ciay  the  131(1  Inftant  At  Eleven  A.M.  they  lent 
M.  Derche  to  acquaint  me  with  their  Arrival,  and 
to  inquire  at  what  Hour  I  would  receive  their  Vifit. 
In  confluence  of  my  faying  whenever  it  was  con- 
venient to  them,  they  came  immediately,  attended 
by  Meflieurs  LeTourneur,  Marer,  and  Colchen. 

On  taking  Leave,  M.  Le  Tourncur  came  forward 
and  faid  to  me,  in  his  Name  and  that  of  his  Col- 
leagues, that  they  could  not  terminate  their  Miffion 
without  exprefling  the  Satisfaction  they  had  felt  from 
the  Opennels  and  Candour  (Loyaute  et  Franchife) 
\vith  which  I  had  acted  during  the  Whole  of  the 
Negotiation,  or  take  Leave  of  me,  without  exprefl- 
ing their  fincere  perfonal  Regrets  ;  that  the  Recol- 
lection of  my  Conduct  would  always  be  agreeable  to 
them,  and  that  it  had  given  me  the  ftrongeft  Title  to 
their  Etlecm  and  good  \Vilhes. 

After  giving  the  new  Plenipotentiaries  as  much 
Time  as  was  necefiary  to  return  to  their  own  Houfe, 
I  fent  Mr.  Rofs  to  alk  at  what  Hour  I  might  return 

their 
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their  Vifit  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  their  Anfwer,  I 
went  to  them,  attended  by  Lord  Morpeth  and  Mr. 
Ellis. 

I  took  an  Opportunity  of  returning  the  Compli- 
ment M.  Le  Tourneur  had  made  me;  and  I  muft 
in  Juftice  repeat  my  Lord,  what  I  have  already  faid, 
that_his  Conduct  and_that  of  his  Colleagues  has. 
in  every  Point  which  has  depended  on  them,  been 
perfectly  fair  and  hnpnmh1e3  gncMin  no  Inftance 
contrary  to  the  Principles  they  announced,  and  the 
It  is  therefore  impoflible 


for  me  not  to  regret  them,  and  not  to  coniider  the 
Change  of  Negotiators  at  lead  as  a  very  unpleafant, 
if  not  a  very  unfortunate  Incident. 

(No.  42.)  Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmef- 

bury    to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  Lille, 
1  7th  September,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

I  SHALL  endeavour  in  this  Difpatch  to  give  your 
Lordfhip  as  circumftantial  an  Account  as  my  Me- 
mory will  allow  me  to  do,  of  what  has  paffed  in 
the  Two  Conferences  I  have  held  with  the  new 
French  Plenipotentiaries. 

In  that  of  Friday  the  I4th,  after  communicating 
to  me  the  Arrete  of  the  Directory  appointing  them 
to  fucceed  Meflieurs  Le  Tourneur  and  Maret,  and 
empowering  them  to  continue  the  Negotiation  with 
me,  One  of  them  began  by  making  the  ftrongeft  Affur- 
ances  of  the  fincere  Deiire  entertained  by  the  Di- 
rectory for  Peace.  He  obferved,  that  if  this  Defire 
had  manifested  itfelf  fo  ftrongly  at  a  Moment  when 
the  Two  great  Authorities  of  the  Country  were  at 
Variance,  it  mult  naturally  become  ftronger  and  be 
exerted  with  more  Effect:  when  all  fpirit  of  Divifion 
was  fupprefled,  and  when  the  Government  was 
ftrengthened  by  the  perfect  Concord  which  now 
reigns  between  all  its  Branches  :  That  the  firft  and 
moil  material  Point  to  be  afcertained  in  every  Nego- 
N  2  tiation 
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y    tiatton  was  the  Extent  of  the  full  Powers  with  which 

>    the  Negotiators  are  vefted  ;  that  I  fnould  find  theirs 

to  be  very  ample:  and  that,  as   it  was  neceflhry  to 

the    Succefs  of    our  Difcuffions    that  mine    fhould 

be  equally  fo,   they  had  it   in  Command  to  prefent 

' fy   a^T°tcf  tnc  Object  ot  which  wns  to  inquire,  whether 

^?'.l_was  authorized  to  treat  on  the  Principle  of  a  ge- 

>/.    neral  l^eftitutipji/of   every   PoflVtTion  remaining  in 

His  Majefty's  Hands,   not  only   belonging  to  them, 

but  to  their  Allies ;     that  I  was  not  unacquainted 

with  their  Laws  and  with   their  Treaties  ;    that   a 

great  Country    could   not   on   any  Occafion   act    in 

Contradiction  to  them  •,  and  that,  aware  as   I  mutt 

be   of   this,   I  could   not  but  expect  the  Queftion 

contained    in    the    Note,    neither    could  I  confider 

the  Requifition   of  an   explicit  Anfwer, previous  to 

entering  upon  the  Negotiation,  as  arifing  from  any 
other  Motive  than  that  of  the  moft  perfect  Wifli, 
on  the  Part  of  the  Directory,  to  bring  it  to  a  fuc- 
cesful,  and,  above  all,  to  a  fpeedy  CoRclufion. 

1  replied,  that  if  after  what  I  heard  I  could 
allow  myfeif  to  hope  for  fiich  an  Event  as  he 
feemed  to  think  probable,  or  give  any  Credit  to 
the  pacifick  Difpofuions  he  announced  on  the  Part 
of  the  French  Government,  fuch  Hope  mult  arife 
folely  from  the  Confidence  I  might  place  in  his 
Alfurances  ;  fince  the  Meafure  iticlf  now  adopted 
by  i he  Directory  was  certainly  calculated  to  make 
a  directly  contrary  Impreffion  on  my  Mind  ;  that  I 
could  not  conceal  from  him,  that  far  from  expecting 
fuch  a  Queftion,  its  being  now  put  furprized  me 
beyond  Meafure,  and  ttill  more  fo,  when  from  his 
Comment  upon  it  I  was  to  infer,  that  he  wiflied 
me  to  confider  it  as  tending  to  promote  a  fpeedy 
Pacification  ;  that  the  Queftion  expreficd  in  the  Note 
he  had  delivered  (for  he  had  given  it  to  me,  and  I 
had  read  it  over  as  he  ended  his  Speech)  was  Word 
for  Word  the  fame,  as  that  put  to  me  by  his  Prede- 
cef.ors  fo  Jong  ago  as  the  J4th  July;  Chacon  the 
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i  ^th  I  had,  from  my  own  Authority,  given  an  An- 
fwer,  and  that  this  Anfwer  I  confirmed  fully  and 
diftinctly  by  Order  of  my  Court  on  the  24th  July  ; 
that  thefe  Notes  had  to  the  prefent  Hour  remained 
unnoticed,  and  a  delay  of  Two  Months  had  occur- 
red ;  that  the  Reafons  affigned_fpr  this  Delay  werer 
as  I  was  repeatedly  told,  a  decided  Refolution  on. 
the  Part  of  the  French  Government  to  liften  to  the 
rpgj^n^jjp_Pjv^>fn1g  rrmdr  by  His  Majgjjy.:  but  that 
being  bound  by  their  Engagements  with  the  Court 
of  Madrid  and  the  Batavian  Republick,  and  wifh- 
ing  to  treat  their  Allies  with  due  Confideration,  they 
were  defirous  of  Confuting  -with  them  previous  to 
any  pofuive  Declaration,  and  obtaining  from  them 
a  voluntary  Releafe  from  thofe  Engagements  fuffi- 
cient  to  enable  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  here  to 
admit  the  Bafis  HisMajefty  had  eftablifhed,  and  to 
ground  on  it  all  future  Difcuflions  which  might  arife 
in  the  Courfe  of  the  Negotiation  ;  that  if  he  had 
read  over  the  Papers  left,  undoubtedly,  in  his  Pof- 
fcffion  by  his  Predeceflbrs,  he  would  find  what  I 
ftated  to  be  ftriclly  true  ;  and  that  of  courfe  it  could 
not  be  difficult  to  account  for  my  Surprize,  when, 
afrer  being  told  that  he  and  his  Colleague  were  to 
take  up  the  Negotiation  precifely  where  they  found 
it,  it  now  became  evident  that  it  was  to  be  flung 
back  to  the  very  Point  from  which  we  ftarted,  and 
flung  back  in  a  Way  which  feemed  to  threaten  a 
Conclufion  very  differenr  from  that  he  foretold. 

I  fhall.not  attempt  to  follow  the  French  Minifler 
through  the  v^Iiy_d^i3^rjlte_2jid  certainly  able  Spg^c 
he  made  in  Reply,  with  a  View  to  convince  me  that 
the   Enquiry   into  the 


was  the  ftrongeft  Proof  the  Directory  could  furnifh 
of  their  pacifick  Intention,  and  the  fhorteft  Road 
they  could  take  to^  accomplifh  the  defired  End.  It 
was  in  order  to  give  Activity  to  the  Negotiation, 
(aftiver  wa.s  his  Word),  and  to  prevent  its  ftagnating, 
that  this  Demand  was  made  fo  fpecifically  j  and  he 

inti- 
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intimated  to  me,  that  it  wis  impoflible  for  the  Di- 
rectory to  proceed  till  a  full  and  iatisfactory  Anfwer 
had  been  given  to  it.  1  interrupted  him  here,  by 
faying,  their  Manner  of  acting  appeared  to  me  cal- 
culated to  decide  the  Negotiation  at  once,  not  to 
y  give  it  Activity,  fince  it  mull  be  known,  I  could 
A  not  have  PpjatcES-ufjjie  Dcfcrip:ion  he  alludeil_IP_; 
and  even  fuppofing  I  had,  the  adin'^tir.g  it  would  be 
in  Fact  neither  more  or  lefs  than  a  compleat  Avowal 
ef  the  Principle  itfelf,  which  once  agreed  on,  nothing 
would  be  left  to  negotiate  about.  Tbt  other  French 
Plenipotentiary  inrerpolcd  here,  by  faying,  that  would 
not  be  the  Cafe ;  manv  Articles  woulJ  ftill  remain  to  be 
propofed,  and  many  Points  for  important  Difiuffion.  I 
laid,  every  Word  I  heard  feemed  to  prefent  frefti 
Difficulties.  Without  replying  to  me,  the  firjl-men- 
tioned  Minijier  went  on  by  endeavouring  to  prove, 
that  the  Avowal  of  having  Powers  to  a  certain  Ex- 
tent, djd  not  imply  the  Nc ce ffiiyjof £X er c i fing  tlicm; 
•'  that  it  was  the  ^yowaj  alone  for  jwhich  _they  con- 
tended^  in  order  to  detgrmine  at  once  ihe  Form  the  Ne- 
gotiation was  to  take  ;  that  the  Note,  and  the  Time 
prefcribed  in  it,  were  in  confequence  of  the  mpftjjpjl- 
tive  Orders^  from  the  Directory  ;  and  that  if  I  drew 
from  it  a  Conclulion  different  from  the  Ailurarces 
they  had  made  me  in  the  Name  of  the  Directory,  I  did 
not  make  the  true  Inference.  ;/ 1  replied,  that,  al- 
though the  prefcribing  the  Day  on  which  the  Quef- 
tion  was  to  put  me  as  the  Term  within  which  I  was 
to  give  my  Anfivcr  to  it,  was  both  a  very  unufinl 
and  abrupt  Mode  of  proceeding,  yet  as  a  Day  was 
much  more  than  fufficient  for  the  Purpofr,  I  fhould 
forbear  making  any  particular  Remark  on  this  Cir- 
cumftance :  That  as  to  the  Inference  to  be  drawn 
from  the  pofitive  Manner  in  which  they  appeared  to 
maintain  the  Queftion  put  to  me,  I  really  could  not 
make  it  different  from  that  I  had  already  exprefTed  : 
That  the  reverting,  after  an  Interval  of  Two.MonlhSj 
to  a  Queftion  already  aufwercJ,  and  which  Queftion 

involved 


involved  the  Fate  of  the  Negotiation,  certainly  could 
hot  be  confidered  as  wearing  a  very  conciliatory  Ap- 
pearance :  That  in  regard  to  my  Anfwer,  it  could 
not  be  different  from  that  I  had  given  before  :  That 
rrvy_full  Powers,  which  were  in  their  Hands,  "wereT 
as  extenfive  as  any  could  be,  and  it  did  not  depend 
on  me  to  give  them  more  or  lefs  Latitude  ;  but  that  ^ 
in  fact  their  Queftion  went  not  to  the  Extent  of  A, 
my  full  Powers,  but  to  require  of  me  to~declare  the 
Nature  of  my  In  ft  ructions  ;  and  on  this  Point  they 
certainly  would  forgive  me  if  I  did  not  fpeak  out 
till  fuch  Time  as  the  Circum  (lances  of  the  Negotia- 
tion called  upon  me  to  do  it. 

Ihe  French  Mmifter  ftrove  m  prove  m  mp,  what  he    ^ 
had  before  attempted/'  that  the  claiming  a  Right  ofT 
Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  the  difcretionary  Au- 
thority confided  in  a  Minifter,   by  no  Means  implied 
an  Intention  of  requirino;  of  him  to  afl  up  to  it  to  its 
utmoft  Limits.     I  obfcrved,  if  no  fuch  Intention  ex- 
iftedj  why  inftitute  the  Enquiry  ?   and  if  it  did  exift, 
why  not  fay  fo  at  once?  —  He  faid,  what  we  now  afk 
is  little  more  than  a  Matter  of  Form  •,  when  you  have  v    / 
given  us  your  Anfwer,  we  fhall  follow  it  up  by  an-  Y 

/  \ 


which  we  are  ordered  to  take.  I  faid, 
my  Anfwer  was  given  Two  Months  ago  ;  that,  al- 
though I  was  ready  to  give  it  them  again,  and  in 
"Writing,  as  One  to  their  Note,  yet,  as  it  could  not 
be  different,  I  did  not  fee  why  they  mould  not  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  the  other  Step,  by  which  I  was 
told  the  Ojeftion  was  to  be  followed  up.  It  would 
be  prcmaturej  faid  the  French  Minijltr  ;  but  in  draw- 
ing up  your  Anfwer,  do  not  forget  the  Force  of  the 
Arguments  I  have  ufed,  or  in  your  Report  to  your 
Court*  the  Affurances  vve  have  given  of  the  earnett 
Wifh  of  the  Directory  to  terminate  the  War. 

I  replied,  that  -I  Hill   mud  maintain,   that  from 

the  Manner  in  which  they  thought  proper  to  define 

full    Powers,  1  could  fee  no  Distinction  between  ac- 

'  knowledging  the  Power  and  admitting  the  Principle; 

and 
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and  that  the  Queftion  itfelf  could  not  be  put  with 
any  other  Intention — (Your  Lordfhip  will  obferve, 
from  the  fubfequent  Notes  which  patted  between  us, 
that  I  was  perfectly  grounded  in  this  Aflcrtion)  ; — 
that  in  my  Reports,  they  might  be  fully  allured  I 
fhould  ad:  up  to  that  conciliatory  Spirit,  which, 
from  the  earlieft  Period  of  the  Negotiation,  had  al- 
ways decided  my  Conduct;  and  that,  inaufpicious 
as  Appearances  were,  I  certainly  would  be  careful 
not  to  make  them  look  kojlile.  At  the  Word  hoftile, 
both  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  were  moft  warm 
in  their  Proteftations,  that  nothing  could  be  lefs  fo  ; 
that  the  Idea  of  the  Negotiation  breaking  off  was 
as  far  from  their  Thoughts  as  from  their  Wifhes. 
I  faid,  that  although  I  heard  this  with  Pleafure, 
yet  I  could  not  avoid  adverting  to  Fads,  and  that, 
when  inftead  of  an  Anfwer,  and  the  favourable  An- 
fwer  which  I  had  every  Reafon  to  expect,  I  received 
only  the  Repetition  of  a  Demand,  which  had  been 
already  fatisfied  Two  Months  ago  j  I  certainly  could 
not  think  this  a  good  Omen.  If  it  did  not  bode  an 
immediate  Rupture  of  the  Treaty,  it  afluredly  did 
not  announce  a  near  and  fuccefsful  Termination  of 
it.  The  above-mentioned  Mini  ft  er  perfifted  I  w^s  mif- 
taken  •,  that  the  Bufinefs  would  end  fpeedily  ;  that 
Speed  was  their  Wifh,  and  Speed  with  Peace  for  its 
Objedt. 

On  breaking  up  our  Conference,  I  faid,  that  I  took 
it  for  granted  we  ihould  meet  again  at  the  ufual 
Hour,  on  Sunday.  He  faid,  that  it  perhaps  might 
not  be  neceflary,  but  that  they  certainly  would  let 
me  know  in  Time  •,  and  this  conveyed  to  me  the  firft 
Idea  of  what  has  fince  taken  place. 

I  inclofe  your  Lordfhip  the  Note  A,  I  received 
in  this  Conference  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries, 
and  the  Anfwer  B,  which  I  made  to  it  Yellerday 
Morning  at  10  A  M 

At  6  P.  M.  the  Note  C  was  tranfmitted  to  me ; 
to  which  at  8  P.  M.  I  returned  the  Anfwer  D,  by 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Rofs,  whom  I  fent  in  order  that  he  might  bring 
me  the  Paffporrs  I  afked  for  •,  but  at  a  Quarter  be- 
fore 10  P.  M.  M.  Derche,  Secretary  of  the  French 
Legation,  delivered  to  me  the  Paper  marked  Ej  and 
this  Morning  at  9  A.  M.  I  replied  by  the  Note  F, 
which  immediately  produced  that  marked  G. 

The  Notes  fent  me  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
fpeak  for  themfelves ;  and  it  is  unneceiTary  to  enter 
into  any  Reflexions  on  them.  I  am  willing  to  hope 
that  the  Anfwers  I  have  made  were  fuch  as  became 
the  Situation  in  which  I  ftand,  the  Importance  of 
the  Caufe  intrufted  to  me,  and  the  fteady  but  tem- 
perate Conduct  which  the  Spirit  of  my  Inftructions 
injoin  me  to  hold. 

It  was  my  Wifh  to  give  every  Opening  to  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  to  recal  the  violent  Step 
they  had  taken ;  and,  if  pofiible,  to  convince  them 
of  its  extreme  Impropriety.  And  it  was  with  this 
View,  and  with  a  moft  anxious  Defire  not  tp  exclude 
all  Hope  of  the  Restoration  of  Peace,  that  I  deter- 
mined on  fuggefting  the  Idea  of  our  meeting  once 
more  before  I  left  Lille. 

This  Meeting  took  place  To-day  at  Noon  :  I  opened 
it  by  obferving,  That  the  feveral  Notes  they  had 
received  from  me  fince  the  preceding  Evening  had 
been  too  expreffive  of  the  Surprize  I  felt  at  the 
Meafure  the  Directory  had  thought  proper  to  adopt, 
to  make  it  neceffary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  it  in  this 
Conference  j  and  indeed  my  fole  Motive  for  fug- 
gefting that  it  might  be  for  our  mutual  Satisfaction 
that  it  mould  be  held,  was,  becaufe  this  Meafure 
appeared  to  me  to  be  in  fuch  direct  Contradiction  to 
the  very  ftrong  Affurances  I  had  fo  conflantly  and 
repeatedly  heard  from  them,  and  to  the  pacifick  In- 
tentions with  which  they  declared  they  were  fent, 
that  it  was  my  earneft  Wilh  (before  I  confidered 
their  Conduct  as  forcing  me  to  a  Step  which  muft 
fo  materially  affect  the  Succefs  of  the  Negotiation), 
to  be  perfectly  certain  that  I  underftood  clearly  and 
O  diftinctly 
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diflmc"Uy  the  precife  Meaning  of  their  official  Notes. 
On  their  admitting  that  nothing  could  be  more 
reafonable  than  that  I  fhoukl,  on  io  important  a 
Point,  require  Explanation,  or  more  fatisfaclory  to- 
them  than  to  give  it  me  (as  far  as  lay  in  their  Power), 
I  proceeded  by  faying,  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  I 
was  called  upon  to  produce  immediately  my  full 
Powers,  or  rather  my  Intfrudtions  (for  however  dif- 
ferent thefe  were  in  themlelves,  in  their  Demand 
they  feemed  conftantly  blended),  and  that  if  cither 
I  refuicd  to  confent  to  this,  or  if  on  confenting  to 
it,  it  was  found  that  I  was  not  authoriied  to  treat 
on  the  Principle  they  laid  down,  I  was  then  in  the 
Space  of  Twenty-four  Hours  to  leave  Lille,  and 
return  to  my  Court ;  and  that  I  was  required  to  ob- 
tain full  Authority  to  admit  this  Principle,  if  it  was 
wilhed  the  Negotiation  mould  proceed.  This  I  faid 
appeared  to  me  to  be  the  evident  Senfe  of  the  Notes, 
and  I  begged  to  know  whether  I  had  miilaken  it 
or  not.  One  of  the  French  Plenrpotent'uirics  laid,  "  You 
"  have  underftood  it  exactly  -,  I  hope  you  equally 
*'  underlfond  the  Intention  of  the  French  Govern- 
*'  rnent,  which  is  to  accelerate  Peace  by  removing 
"  every  Obftaclc  which  (lands  in  its  Way." 

I  replied,  that  having  now  no  Doubt  left  on  my 
Mind  as  to  their  exaifl  Meaning,  and  being  quite 
furc  notwithstanding  the  Obfcrvation  they  had  nude, 
quej'avais  faifi  la  'veritable  Intention  de  teur  No!ey  it 
would,  I  feared,  be  a  very  unprofitable  Employment 
of  our  Time  to  argue  either  on  the  Nature  of  the 
Principle  they  announced  as  a  fine  qua  non,  to  even 
a  preliminary  Difcuflion,  or  on  the  extreme  Diffi- 
culty of  reconciling-'  the  peremptory  Demand  with 
which  they  opened  their  Miffion,  to  the  paciiick 
Profeffions  that  accompanied  it;  that  if  they  were 
determined  to  perfill  in  this  Demand,  it  was  much 
better  to  avoid  all  ufelefs  Altercation  ;  and  nothing 
in  that  Cafe  remained  for  me  to  do,  but  to  afk  for 
my  Pafiports,  and  to  fignify  to  them  my  Intention 

of 
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af  leaving  France  at  an  early  Hour  the  next  Mom-, 
ing.'  They  faid,  they  had  their  Hands  tied  by  an 
Arrete  of  the  .Directory,  and  were  bound  to  obferve 
the  Conduct  they  had  followed  by  the  moft  pofitive 
Orders  ;  and  although  we  remained  together  fome 
Time  longer,  not  a  Hint  dropped  from  them  ex- 
prefTive  of  a  Wifh  that,  inftead  of  going  myfelf  for 
new  Inftruftions,  I  fhould  either  Write  for  them  by 
a  Mefienger,  or  obtain  them  by  fending  to  England 
One  of  the  Gentlemen  who  are  with  me.  I  endea- 
voured by  every  indirect  Means  to  fuggeft  to  them 
the  Neceflity  of  adopting  fome  fuch  Modification, 
if  they  meant  that  their  Wifhes  for  Peace,  in  the 
Expreffion  of  which  they  were  this  Morning  more 
eager  than  ever,  fhould  meet  with  the  flighted  De- 
gree of  Credit :  I  again  brought  to  their  Recollec- 
tion that  I  was  authorized  to  receive  any  Propofal, 
any  Centre  Projft  they  rendered  to  me,  but  that  they 
muft  be  aware  that  it  was  not  poflible  for  me  to  alter 
the  Orders  I  had  received,  or  to  aflume  an  Authority 
with  which  I  was  not  inverted.  I  dwelt  particularly 
and  repeatedly  on  my  being  competent  to  take  any 
Thing  they  laid  for  Reference;  but  this  availed 
nothing,  except  drawing  from  One  of  them  a  Remark, 
that  the  full  Powers  which  authorized  a  Minifter  to 
hear  Propofals,  were  widely  different  from  thofe 
which  would  enable  him  to  accede  to  them  ;  and 
that  it  was  fuch  full  Powers  that  the  Directory  re- 
quired me  to  folicit. 

An  eafy  Anfwer  prefented  itfelf  to  this  Mode  of 
•Reafoning;  but  I  faw  no  Advantage  to  be  derived 
from  prolonging  a  Converfation,  which,  after  the 
pofitive  Declaration  they  had  made,  could  lead  to 
nothing :  I  therefore  ended  the  Conference  by  de- 
claring my  Refolution  to  begin  my  Journey  at  a 
very  early  Hour  the  next  Morning,  and  by  faying, 
that  immediately  on  my  Arrival  in  England  I  would 
make  an  exact  Report  of  every  Thing  tliac  had  paired 
iince  their  Arrival, 

O  2  I  truft, 


I  truft,  my  Lord,  T  (hall  not  incur  Cenfure  for 
having  declined  to  offer  in  diftinct  Terms  to  wait  at 
Lille  till  I  could  know  His  Majefty's  Pleafure  on  the 
peremptory  Propofal  made  to  me  :  But  when  I  con- 
fidered  the  Nature  of  the  Propofal  itielf,  the  Avowal 
that  tbis  would  not  be  th  loft,  nor  perhaps  the  molt 
humiliating,  Condition  re-quired  of  us,  and  the  im- 
perious Style  with  which  I  was  enjoined  to  depart 
in  Twenty- four  Hours,  it  was  utterly  importable  for 
me  to  afTume  a  Language  or  affect  a  Manner  that 
could  be  interpreted  into  Solicitation  or  Entreaty  : 
I  felt  myfelf  called  upon  to  treat  the  Whole  of  this 
extraordinary  Proceeding  with  Calmnefs  and  Tem- 
per ;  and  notwithftanding  the  deep  and  poignant 
Concern  I  muft  feel  at  an  Event  which  I  fear  will 
remove  all  Probability  of  .an  immediate  Pacification, 
1  truft  that  in  the  ExprefTion  of  this  Sentiment  I 
have  not  ufed  a  Language  unbecoming  the  Character 
with  which  I  am  inverted,  or  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
Sovereign  and  Country  whofe  Dignity  and  InrerelU 
it  is  my  primary  Duty  to  confult  and  to  maintain. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Re'pecT:,  my  Lord, 

your  Lordmip's  mod  obedient 

humble  Servant, 
(Signed)         MALMESBURY. 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville. 

(No.  43.  A.)  Note  from*  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  tp 

Lord  Malmefbury. 

LES  fouffignes  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la 
Republique  Frar^aile,  charges  de  traiter  de  la  Paix 
avec  1'Angleterrc,  ont  1'Honneur  d'affurer  )e  Lord 
Malmefbury,  Miniftre  Plenipotemiaire  de  Sa  Maje(l£ 
Britannique,  que  le  Gouvcrnement  Fr^rxpis  veut 
aufii  finceremenr,  auflfi  fortemcnt  que  jamais,  une 
Paix  defirce  par  les  Deux  Nations';  mais  ne  pouvant 
conclure  qu'une  Paix  baiee  fur  les  Loix  ct  les  Traites 

qui 


qui  llent  la  Republique  Franqaife,  perfuade  que  pour 
parvenir  a  ce  But  il  taut  s'expliquer  avec  une  entiere 
Franchife,  et  voulanc  imprimer  a  la  Negotiation  la 
plus  grande  Activite,  le  Direclioire  Execytif  a  ex- 
preflement  charge  les  Soufiignes  de  demander  au 
Lord  Malmcfbury,  s'il  a  des  Pouvoirs  iuffifans  pour, 
dans  le  Traite  qui  feroit  conclu,  reftituer  a  la  Re- 
publique Fran$aife  et  a  fes  Allies,  toutes  les  Pof- 
leflions  qui  depuis  le  Commencement  de  la  Guerre 
ont  paffe  dans  la  Mam  des  Anglais. 

Les  Souffignes  font  egalement  charges  par  le  Di- 
rectoire  Executif  de  demander  au  Lord  IVHlmcftmry 
une  Reponfe  dans  le  Jour.  Us  le  prient  d'agreer  les 
Temoignages  de  leur  haute  Confide  ration. 

(Signe)         TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

Lille,  le  29  Fruftidor, 
An  i;6  de  la  Republique. 

Par  les  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires, 
le  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation. 

DERCHE. 

(No.  43.  A.)  Tranflation. 

THE  underfjgr>ed  Minifters  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
French  Republick,  commiffioned  to  treat  of  Peace 
with  England,  have  the  Honour  to  afifure  Lord 
Malmefbury,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty,  that  the  French  Government  wifhe$ 
as  fincerelv,  as  ftrongly  as  ever,  a  Peace,  defired  by 
the  Two  Nations:  But,  unable  to  conclude  any  other 
Peace  than  fuch  a  one  as  is  founded  on  the  Laws 
ajndjprithe  Trealies_which  bind  the  French  ^Repub- 
lick,  perfuadfd  that,  to  arrive  at  this  End,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  explain  itfelf  with  entire  Franknefs,  and 
defirous  of  giving  to  the  Negotiation  the  greateft 
Rapidity,  the  Exceptive  Directory  has  exprefsly 
charged  theUnderfigeed  ro  demand  of  T>ord  Malmefr 
whether  he  has  fufficient  Powers  for  reftoring, 

in 


in  the  Treaty  which  may  be  concluded,  to  the  French 
Kepublick  and^to  its  Allies,  all  the  PoOcflions  which, 
fmce  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  have  pafled  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Engliih. 

The  Underfigned  are  equally  charged  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Directory  to  demand'from  Lord  Malmefbury 
an_AnJwer  in_dlg,  Courfe  of  the  Day.  They  requeft 
him  to  accept  the  Afiurances  of  their  high  confider- 
ation. 

(Signed)  TREILHARD. 

BONNJER. 

Lille,  29  Fru&idor, 

5th  Year  of  the  Republick. 

(Sept.  15,    1797.) 

By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republick,  the  Sec.  Gen. 

DERCHE. 

(No.  44.  B.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  fouffigne  Miniftre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Ma- 
jefte  Britannique  recoit  avec  beaucoup  de  Satisfaction 
1'Expreffion  du  Defir  fincere  pour  la  Paix,  que  Ics 
Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Repqblique  Fran- 
coife  lui  ont  annonce  Hier  au  Nom  de  Icur  Gou-s 
vernement.  II  a  1'Honneur  de  les  affurcr  que  le  Roi 
fon  Maitre  eft  anime  du  me'me  Defir,  et  n'a  rien  de 
plus  a  Coeur  que  de  mettre.Fin  aux  Malheurs  de  la 
Guerre. 

Q^ant  a  la  Queftion  que  les  Miniftres  Plenipoten- 
tiaires  de  It  Republique  Francoife  adrefTcnt  au  Lord 
Malmelbury  fur  1'Etendue  de  fcs  plein  Pouvoirs,  il 
croit  deja  avoir  fait  a  ce  Sujet  la  Reponfe  la  moins 
equivoque  dans  les  Deux  Notes  qu'il  a  remifes  a 
Jeurs  Predecefleurs  le  15  et  le  24  du  Mois  de  Juillet. 
Cependant,  pour  evitcr  toute  Mefentendue,  II  re- 
nouvelle  la  Declaration  qu'il  a  faite  Hier;  favoir, 
qu'il  ne  pent  et  n?  doit  traiter  que  d'apres  le  Prin^. 
cipe  des  Compenfations;  Principe  qui  u  ct6  formel- 

Icment 


lenient  reconnu  comme  Bafe  d'une  Traite  egalement 
jufte,  honorable,  et  avantageux  aux  Deux  PuifTances. 
Le  Lord  Mahnefbury  prie  les  Miniftres  Plcnipo- 
tentiaires  de  lq  Republique  Fran9oife  d'agreer  ies 
AfTurances  de  fa  haute  Confideration. 

,  (Signe)     -    MALMESBURY. 

a  Lille,  ce  Samedi,  16  Septembre, 
a.  10  A.  M.  1797. 

(No.  44.  B.)  Tranflation, 

THE  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Britannick  Majefty.  receives  with  great  Satisfaction 
the  ExprelTion  of  the  fincere  Defire  for  Peace,  which 
the  M  milters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Repub- 
lick  announced  to  him  Yefterday  in  the  Name  of 
their  Government.  He  has  the  Honour  to  allure  them 
that  the  King  his  Mailer  is  animated  with  the 
fame  Defire,  and  has  nothing  more  at  Heart  than  to 
put  an  End  to  the  Calamities  of  the  War. 

With  regard  to  the  Queftion  which  the  Minifters 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick  addrefTed  to 
Lord  Malmefbury,  concerning  the  Extent  of  his 
full  Powers,  he  confiders  .himfelf  as  having  already 
given  the  moftunequivocal  Anfwer^upon  this  Sub- 
ject, in  the  TwolKotgi  which  hTdelivered  to  their 
Predeceflors  on  the  i  5th  and  24th  of  July. 

However,  to  avoid  all  mifunderftanding,  he  re- 
news the  Declaration,  which  he  made  Yefterday  ; 
that  is  to  fay.  that~jje  neither  can  or  ought  to  treat 
upon  any  other  Principle  than  that  of 


aJPnnciple  which  hasJgeen  formally  recognized  as 
the  Bafis_o£LaJ£rjei£yMa^^ 
advantageous  to  the  Two 


Lord  Malmefbury  requefts  the  Minifters  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  Republick  to  accept  the 
Affurances  of  his  high  Confideraiion. 

(Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

Lifle,  Saturday,  i6th  September,  1797. 
10  A.  M. 


(No.  45.  C.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaruu 

to  Lord  Malmefbury. 

LES  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republiquc 
Franc^ife  charges  de  traitcr  de  la  Paix  avec  i'Angle- 
terre,  ont  1'Honneur  d'accufer  la  Reception  de  la 
Reponfe  du  Lord  Malmefbury  a  la  Note  qui  lui  a  etc 
remife  dans  la  Conference  d'Hier. 

II  refulte  de  cette  Reponfe  et  des  Deux  Notes  des 
15  &  24  Juillet  ajx  quelles  elle  fe  rcfere,  que  le 
Lord  Malmefbury  r>'a  pas  de  Pouvoirs  pour  confcntir 
a  la  Reftitmion  de  toutes  les  Pofleflions  que  Sa  Majefte 
Britannique  occupe,  foit  fur  la  Republique  Fran$aifcr, 
foit  fur  fes  Allies. 

En  confequence,  en  reiterant  au  Lord  Malmef- 
bury les  AfTurances  les  plus  pofitives  des  Sentimens 
du  Gouvernement  Fran^ais,  les  Souffignes  lui  don- 
neut  Connoiflance  d'nn  Arrete  du  Diredtoire  Exe- 
cutif,  portant  que  danslC'Casou  Lord  Malmelbury 
declarera  n'avoir  pas  les  Pouvoirs  neceflaries  pour 
confentir  a  toutes  les  Reftitutions  que  les  Loixet  les 
Traites  qui  lierrt  la  Repubjique  Francaife  rendenc  in- 
difpenfables,  il  aura  a  fe  retirer  dans  les  Vingt  quatrc 
Heures  vers  fa  Cour  pour  demander  les  Pouvoirs 
fuffifans.  Le  Lord  Malmefbury  ne  peut  voir  dans, 
cette  Determination  de  Direfloire  Executif  qu'une 
Intention  dc  hater  1'Inftant  ba  les  Negotiations 
pourront  etre  fuivies  avec  hi  Certitude  d'une  promptc 
Conclufion. 

Les  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Fran9aife  prient  le  Lord  Malmefbury  d'agrcer  les 
Aflurances  de  leur  haute  Confideration. 

'  (Signe)        TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

Lille,  30  Truftidor, 
An  5  de  la  Republiquc  Frar^aife. 

Par  les  Miniftres  Plenipotentiaires, 
le  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation.  / 
DERCHp. 
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No.  45.  G.)  Translation. 

THE  Ministers  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  FVench, 
Republick,  commissionned  to  treat  of  Peace  with 
England,  have  the  Honour  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt 
of  the  Answer  of  Lord  Malmesbury  to  the  Note 
which  was  presented  to  him  in  the  Conference  of 
Yesterday. 

It  appears  from  this  Answer,  and  from  the  Two 
Notes  of  the  15th  and  24th  of  July,  to  which  it  re- 
fers, that  Lord  Malmesbury  has  not  Powers  Jbr 
agreeing  to  the  Restitution  of  all  the  Possessions 
which  His  Britannick  Majesty  occupies,  whether 
from  the  French  Republick,  or  from  its  Allies. 

In  consequence,  while  they  reiterate  to  Lord 
Malmesbury  the  most  positive  Assurances  of  the 
Sentiments  of  the  French  Government,  the  Under- 
signed apprize  him  of  a  Decree  of  the  Executive 
Directory,  which  signifies  that,  in  Case  Lord 
Malmesbury  shall  declare  himself  not  to  have  the 
necessary  Powers  for  agreeing  to  all  the  Restitutions 
which  theLaws  and the_Treaties  which  bind  the  French 
Republick,.  make  indispensable,  he  shall  be  to  re- 
turn, in_Four-and-twenty  Hours,  to  his  Court,  to 
-ask  for  sufficient  Powers.  Lord  Malmesbury  can  see 
in  this  Determination  of  the  Executive  Directory 
nothing  else  than  an  Intention  to  hasten  the  Moment 
when  the  Negociaflon  may  be  followed  up  with  the 
Certainty  of  a  speedy  Conclusion. 

The  Ministers  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French. 
Republick  request  Lord  Malmesbury  to  accept  the 
Assurances  of  their  high  Consideration. 

(Signed)  TREILHARD, 

BONNIER. 

By  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiaries, 
the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation,  „ 

DJ2RCHE. 

Lisle,  30  Fruftidor,  5th  Year  of  the 
JRepublick.  (Sept.  1 6,  1/97.) 

P  (No. 
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(No.  40.  D.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmesbury  to  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  soussigne*  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Ma- 
jeste  Britannique  a  rHonncur  d'accuscr  la  Reception 
de  la  Note  en  Date  d'aujourd'hui,  qui  lui  a  e*te  remise 
de  la  Part  des  Ministry  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Repu- 
blique  Francaisc. 

Quelque  Chagrin  qu'il  cpronve  a  voir  s'evanouir 
1'Espoir  d'une  prompte  Conciliation,  il  ne  pent  re- 
pondre  a  un  Refus  aussi  absolu  de  continuer  Ics 
gociations  sur  Ics  bases  qui  lui  paraissaient  deja  ar- 
rettes,  qu'en  demandant  les  Passeports  nccessaircs 
pour  lui  et  pour  sa  Suite,  arm  de  potivoir,  dans  les 
Vingt-quatre  Heures  se  mettre  en  Route,  et  se  rendre 
de  suite  en  Angleterre. 

II  prie  les  Ministres  Pfeniporehtiaires  de  la  Re'pu- 
blique  Franchise  d'agreer  les  Assurances  de  sa  haute 
Consideration. 

(Signe)         MALMESBURY. 

A  Lille,  ceSamedi,  iCSeptembre,  a  8  P.M. 
(No.  46.  D.)  Translation. 

THE  undersigned  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his 
Brifannick  Majesty  has  the  Honour  to  acknowledge 
the  Receipt  of  the  Note  of  this  Day,  which  has  been 
sent  him  by  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Rcpnblick. 

Whatever  Regret  he  may  experience  at  seeing  the 
Hope  of  a  speedy  Conciliation  thus  destroyed,  he 
can  return  no  other  Answer  to  a  Refusal  so  absolute 
to  continue  the  Negotiation  gn_£zr^und^i  whirl">  Ap- 
peared to  have  been  already  agreed  upon,  than  by 
aiding  the  necessaryi_Pass]3ons.  for  himself  and 
his  Suite,  in  Order  that  they  may  set  off  within  the 
Four-and-twcnty  Hours,  and  return  immediately  to 
England. 

cquests  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
.Wench  Republick  to  accept  the  Assurances  of  his 
high  Consideration. 

(Signed)-       MALMESBURY. 

Lisle,  Saturday,  1 0'th  Septcmhre,  8  P,M. 

(Xos 
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(No.  47.  E.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to 

Lord  Maimesbury. 

LES  soussignes  Mini  sires  Plenipotentiaires  de  Ja 
Republique  Franchise  charges  de  traiter  de  la  Paix 
avec  I'Angleterre,  ont  1'Honneur  d'accuser  la  Recep- 
tion de  la  Reponse  de  Lord  Maimesbury  a  la  Note 
qu'ils  lui  ont  adressee  aujourd'hui. 

Us  croient  devoir  lui  observer,  qu'il  ne  parait 
pas  en  avoir  saisi  la  veritable  Intention  ;  qu'elle  ne 
contient  nulxrnent  un  Refus  de  contmuer  les  Nego- 
ciations,  mais,  au  contra! re,  un  Moyen  de  les  activer 
et  de  les  suivre  avec  in  Succes,  aussi  desirable  pour 
les  Deux  Nations  qu'il  serait  Flatteur  pour  les  Minis- 
tres  charges  de  negocier. 

Le  Gou  vehement  Franqais  est  si  eloigne  des  In- 
tentions que  semble  s^upposer  la  Note  du  Lord 
Malmesbury,  que  les  .Ministres  Plenipotentiaires  de 
la  Republique  Franqaise  n'ont  requ  aucun  Ordre  de 
quitter  le  Lieu  des  Conferences  apres  le  Depart  du 
Ministre  Plr5niporentiaire  de  Sa  MajesteBritannique. , 

Les  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Franchise  prient  le  Lord  Maimesbury  d'agreer  les 
Assurances  de  leur  haute  Consideration. 

(Signe)         TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

Lille,  ce  30  Fruftidor,  an  5  de  la 
Hepubiique  Fran(;aise. 

Far  les  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires, 

le  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation,  , 

DERCHE. 


(No.  47.  E.)  Translation. 

THE  undersigned  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republick,  commissioned  to*  treat  of  Peace 
with  England,  have  the  Honour  to  acknowledge  the 
Receipt  of  Lord  Malmesbury's  Answer  to  the  Note 
>vhich  they  addressed  to  him  this  Day. 

P  3  They 
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;They  think  it  right  to  observe  tahim,  that  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  seized  the  real  meaning  of  their 
Note  ;  that  it  by  no  means  contains  Refusal  to  con- 
tinue the  Negociations,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Means  for  giving  them  Activity,  and  for  following 
them  up  with  a  Success,  no  less  desirable  to  the  Two 
Nations,  than  it  would  be  flattering  to  the  Ministers 
charged  with  the  Conduct  of  them. 

The  French  Government  is  so  far  from  entertain- 
ing the  Intentions  which  the  Note  of  Lord  Malmes- 
bury appears  to  impute  to  them,  that  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick  have  re- 
ceived no  Order  to  quit  Lisle,  after  the  Departure  of 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  of  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jesty. 

The  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re^ 
publick  request  Lord  Malmesbury  to  accept  the  As- 
surances of  their  high  Consideration. 

(Signed)          TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

By  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary, 
the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation, 

DERCHE. 

Lisle,  30  Frudidor,  5th  Year  of  the  French 
Republick.  (Sept.  1(3, 


(No.  48.  F.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmesbury  to  the 

French  Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  soussigne  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Ma- 
jeste  Britannique  a  1'Honneur  d'accuser  la  Reception 
de  la  Note  que  les  Ministres  Pienipotentiaires  de  la 
Republique  Fran^aise  lui  ont  transmise  Hier  au 
Soir,  par  les  Mains  du  Secretaire  General  de  leur 
L6gation.  II  croit  ne  pas  pouvoir  mteux  rdpon- 
dre  qu'en  leur  soumettant  a  son  Tour  les  Observa- 
tions suivantes. 

Qu'ayant  deja  fait,  par  sa  Note  du  24  Juillet,  & 
i  les  Ordres  cxpres  de  sa  Cour,  une  Reponse 
2  Ma 


a  la  Question  qui  vient  d'etre  si  inopinement  renou- 
vellee,  Question  qui  ne  portant  en  Apparence  que 
sur  les  Limites  de  ses  Plein-pouvoirs  (qui  sont  des 
plus  amplest  exige  en  effet  la  Declaration  de  toute 
1'Etendue  de  ses  Instructions : — et  ne  pouvant  etre 
autorise  en  aucun  Cas,  hormi  celui  de  la  Rupture 
des  Negociations,  de  quitter  le  Lieu  de  sa  Destina- 
tion sans  les  Ordres  expres  du  Roi  son  Maitre;  il 
n'a  pu  regarder  une  Note  portant,  d'apres  un  Arrete 
du  Directoire  Executif,  "  qu'il  avait  a  se  retirer 
"  dans  les  Vingt-quatre  Heures  vers  sa  Cour,"  que 
comme  une  Demarche  peu  propre  a  accelerer  la 
Confection  de  la  Paix. — Cependant,  pour  repondre 
aux  Assurances  des  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la 
Republique  Franchise,  et  pour  temoigner  son  Desir 
de  bien  saisir  leur  veritable  Intention,  sur  laquelle 
il  serait  tres-fache  de  se  meprendre,  il  croit  qu'ii 
pourrait  etre  plus  satisfaisant  de  se  reunir  encore 
une  Fois ;  et  dans  le  Cas  ou  les  Ministres  Plenipo- 
tentiaires de  la  Republique  Franchise  se  trouvassent 
du  meme  Avis,  le  Lord  Malmesbury  leur  proposerait 
que  cette  Reunion  eut  Lieu  de  meilleure  Heure  que 
de  Coutume,  afin  qu'il  se  trouve  a  Terns  de  prendre 
le  Parti  que  pourra  exiger  le  Resultat  de  leur  Con- 
ference. 

II  prie  les  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Repu- 
blique Franchise  d'agreer  les  Assurances  de  sa  haute 
Consideration. 

(Signe)  MALMESBURY. 

A  Lille,  ce  Dimanche, 
17  Septerabre  1/97- 

t- 
(No.  48.  F.)  Translation. 

THE  undersigned  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Britannick  Majesty  has  the  Honour  to  acknowledge 
the  Receipt  of  the  Note  which  the  Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  French  Republick  transmitted  to 
Jiim  Yesterday,  through  the  Hands  of  the  Sea  r^.  / 

Gene- 


v 
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General  of  their  Legation.  He  thinks  he  cannot 
answer  it  better  than  by  submitting  to  them  in  his 
Turn  the  following  Observations. 

That  having  already  by  his  Note,  dated  July  24, 
and  in  Obedience  to  the  express  Orders  of  his  Court, 
given  an  Answer  to  the  Question  which  is  now  so 
unexpectedly  renewed,  a  Question,  that  JjT^ppeaj*- 
ance.  relates' solely  to  the  Lmirt^of  his  full  Powers, 
/  (which  are  in  the  most  ample  Form*,  but  which 
does  in  Fact  require  a  Declaration  of  the  whole 
1  Extent  of  his  Jnsmicjjpns ;  and  not  being  autho- 
rised to  quit  the  Place  of  his  Destination  without 
the  express  Orders  of  the  King  his  Master,  in  any 
Case  except  that  of  the  Rupture  of  the  Negocia- 
tion  ;  he  could  not  help  considering  a  Note  enjoin- 
ing him,  in  consequence  of  a  Decree  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory,  to  return  to  his  Court  in  the  Space 
of  Four-and-Twenty  Hours,  as  ill  calculated  to  ac- 
celerate the  Conclusion  of  Peace  :  Nevertheless,  to 
answer  the  Assurances  of  the  Ministers  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  French  Republick,  and  to  testify  his 
Desire  to  seize  their  real  Meaning,  with  respect  to 
which  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  deceive  himself, 
^r  he  thinks  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  meet 
/  -once  mor^;  and  if  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republick  should  be  of  the  same  Opi- 
nion, Lord  Malmesbury  would  propose  that  this 
Meeting  should  take  place  at  an  earlier  Hour  than 
usual,  in  order  that  he  may  have  Time  to  take  such 
Steps  as  the  Result  of  their  Conference  may  render 
necessary.  He  desires  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Republick  to  accept  the  Assurances 
of  his  high  Consideration. 

(Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

Lisle,  Sunday, 
Sept.  17,    J797. 

(No, 
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(No.  49.  G.)  Note  from  the  French.  Plenipotentiaries  to 

Lord  Malmesbury. 

LES  soussignes  Ministres  PTcnipotentiaires  de  la 
Republrque  Franchise,  charges  de  trailer  de  la  Paix 
nvec  1'Angleterre,  ont  1'Honneur  d'accuser  la  Recep- 
tion de  la  Note  que  le  Mmistre  Plenipotentiaire  de 
Sa  Majeste  Britanniqne  leur  a  transmise  ce  Matin. 
En  se  referant  aux  Notes  adressees  a  Lord  Malmes- 
bury  les  2Q  et  30  Fructidor,  et  nqtamment  a  la  pre- 
miere du  Jour  d'Hier,  ils  acceptent  la  Reunion  que 
le  Lord  Malmesbury  parait  desirer,  et  lui  proposent 
1'Heure  de  Midi. 

Ils  prient  le  Ministre  Plenipotentiairevd-e  Sa  Ma- 
jeste Britannique  d'agreer  les  Assurances  de  leur 
haute  Consideration. 

(Signe)          TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

J.ille,  le  1  Jour  complemen- 
taire  de  1'An  5  de  la  Ilepu- 
blique  Fran^aise. 

Par  les  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires, 

ie  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation.     , . 

DERCHE. 


(No.  4p.  G.)  Translation. 

THE  undersigned  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republick,  commissioned  to  treat  of 
Peace  with  England,  have  the  Honour  to  acknow- 
ledge the  Receipt  of  the  Note  which  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannick:  Majesty  has  trans- 
mitted to  them  this  Morning,  Referring  to  the 
Notes  addressed  to  Lord  Malmesbury  on  the  29th  and 
3Oth  Fructidor.,  and  especially  to  the  First  of  Yes- 
terday, they  agree  to  the  Meeting  which  Lord 

Malmes- 


Malmesbury  appears  to  desire,  and  propose  the  Hour 
of  Noon. 

They  request   Lord   Malmesbury   to  accept  the 
Assurances  of  their  high  Consideration. 

(Signed)        TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

Lisle,  1st  Complementary  Day, 
5th  Year  of  the  French  1U- 
publick.  (I/  Sept.  1797 •) 

By  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary, 
the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation, 
DERCHE. 

(No.  50.),.       /  ''    it  Dispatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to 

x  jf  .  t™  *<,»O*2     %  Asrjgr*  Lord  Malmesbury  ,*  da  ted  Down- 
#fcv  n\  ifc  ™?  *f  ***  20  -        ing-Street,  Sept.  22,  1/97. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  had  the  Honour  of  laying  before  His  Ma- 
jesty your  Lordship's  Dispatches,  in  which  you  have 
given  an  Account  of  the  extraordinary  Conduct  of 
the  new  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  llepublick, 
of  the  Answers  given  by  your  Lordship  to  their  un- 
justifiable Demand,  and  of  your  consequent  Depar- 
ture from  Lisle. 

I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  be  able  to  assure  your 
Lordship  that  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  ex- 
press His  eYitire  Approbation  of  your  Lordship's 
judicious  and  temperate  Conduct  in  the  unprece- 
dented Situation  in  which  you  were  placed,  and  of 
the  Manner  in  which  you  expressed  yourself,  both 
in  your  official  Notes,  and  in  your  Conversations 
\vith  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  as  well  as  of  that 
in  which  you  have  conducted  yourself  during  the 
whole  Course  of  the  Negociation,  which  seems  too 
likely  to  be  now  brought  to  its  Close. 

As  it  appears,  however,  that^some  further  Answer 
will  probably  be  expected  by__the_  Frj^cjiJ&iYjaBr 
merit  to  their  1  a re^ext ^ordinary  Demand,  notwith- 
standing 


Standing  the  Full  and  conclusive  Reply  given  in  your 
Lordship's  Notes,  I  have  received  the  King's  Com- 
mands to  transmit  to'  you  the  inclosed  Draft  of  a 
Note,  which  it  is  His  Majesty's  Pleasure  that  your 
Lordship  should  transmit  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Lisle,  by  a  Messenger  whom  I  shall  direct  to  b£ 
in  readiness  for  that  Purpose. 

(Signed)       GRENVILLE, 
Right  Honourable 
Lord  Malmesbury. 

»  N 

(No.  51.)  xNote  froni  Lord  Malmesbury  to  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  Soussigne  a  rendu  a  sa  Conr  un  Compte  fidele 
des  Circonstances  qui  oht  interrompu  1'Exercice  des1 
Fonclions  importantesqu'ilavaitplu  auRoisonMaltre 
de  lui  confier.  Sa  Majeste  a  daigne  honorer  de  son 
Approbation  entiere  les  Reponses  que  le  Soussigne  a 
deja  faites  a  la  Dcmande  extraordinaire  et  inattendue 
que  les  nouveaux  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  R£publique 
Franq.aise  lui  ont  adressee  des  leur  Arrivee  a  Lille* 

Mais  pour  ne  laisser  aucun  Doute  sur  la  Nature  et 
1'Objet  de  cette  Demancle,  le  Soussigne  a  requ  1'Ordre 
expres  de  declarer  au  Nom  de  Sa  Cour ; 

1.  Que  les  Plein-pouvoirs  que  Sa  Majeste  a  juge  ^ 
propos  de  lui  ac-cofder  pour  traiter  et  conclure  la  Paix 
sont  conqus  etrediges  dans  la  Forme  la  plus  ample,  au- 
torisantleSous^signe  pleinementet  sans  reserve  a  signer 
tout  Traite  de  quelie  Nature  et  sous  quelles  Condi- 
tions que  ce  fut,  dont  il  pourrait  convenir  avec  les 
Plenipotentiaires  Fran^ais^  en  se  conformant  toujours 
aux  Instructions  qu'il  aurait  revues  de  la  part  de  Sa 
Cour. 

2.  Que  ces  Plein-pouvoirs  ont  ete  re^us  et  recon- 
nus  pour  suffisans,  tant  par  les  Plenipotentiaires  avec 
lesquels  il'a   traite.  jusqu'ki,  que  par  le  Direcloire 

Q  lui- 


lui-memc  ;  et  qu'il  ne  pent  en  consequence  y  avoir 
Lit  u  a  ancune  nouvelle  Discussion  sur  cet  Objet  dcji 
termini'  p.ir  un  commun  Accord,  et  qui  d'ailleurs  n'est 
susceptible  d'aucune  Difficult^*  ou  Doute  quelconque; 
tout  ce  qui  a  etc  fait  a  cet  egard  etant  entierement 
conforme  aux  Usages  etablis  depuis  long-terns,  et 
rcconnus  par  toutes  les  Nations  de  1'Europe. 

3.  Que  la  dcmandc  clu  Direcloire  se  rapporte  done 
reellcment,  non  pas  aux  Plein-pouvoirs  du  Soussigne 
mais  a  1'Etendue  deses  Instructions,  dont  le  Direcloire 
ne  pouvait,  en  aucun  Cas,  lui  demander  la  Commu- 
nication qu'en  autant  que  le  Soussigne  pourrait  la 
juger  utile  au  Succes  de  la  Negociation  ;  et  que  bien 
loin    d'etre  .dans   le    Cas  de  donner  des  nouvelles 
Explicationsquelconques,  le  Soussigne avait  tout  Lieu 
de  croire,   d'apr£s  les  Communications  reiterees  qui 
lui  ont  etc  faites  par  les  Plenipotentiaires  Franqais, 
qu'il recevrait  incessammentun  Contre-Projet,  de  Na- 
ture a  faciliter  la  Marche  ulterieure  de  la  Negociation 
suspendue  depuis  plus  de  Deux  Mois. 

4.  Que  la  Cour  de  Londrcs  a  du  etre   bien  plus 
ctonnce  encore  du  Contenu  de  la  nouvelle  Demande 
faite  au  Soussigne  ;  cette  Demande  portant  sur  des 
Conditions  Preliminaires  qui  avaient  deja  etc  rejette^s 
des   le  Commencement  de  la  Negociation,   et  dont 
les  Plenipotentiaires  Franqais  s'etaient  en  Etfet  de- 
partis,  per  1'Annonce  formelle  des  Mesures  dont  le 
Direcloire  s'occupait  pour  s'arranger  en  consequence 
avfC  scs  Allies. 

Que  ce  n'est  done  qu'en  consentant  a  traiter 
sur  la  Base  du  Projet  detaille  avec  tant  de  Franchise, 
que  le  Soussigne  a  remis  des  les  Premiers  Jours  de 
son  Scjour  a  Lille,  ou  bien  en  lui  faisant  passer  un 
Contre-Projet  d'une  Nature  conciliatoire,  cbnforme- 
ment  aux  Assurances  qu'il  en  a  reques  depuis  si 
long  Terns,  qu'il  parait  possible  dc  continuer  la  Ne- 
gociation, dont  les  Plenipotentiares  1'ont  si  fortemcnt 
que  le  Dircctoirc  ne  desirait  pas  la  Rupture, 

.!re 
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inalgre  la  Demarche  adoptee  a  son  egard,  Demarche 
que  le  So'jssigne  s'abstient  de  qualifier,  mais  qui  n'a 
pu  manquer  de  produire  ici  I'lmpression  des  Dispo- 
si  ions  les  moins  pacifiqu'es  de  la  Part  du  Direc- 
toire. 

Le  Soussigne  est  charge  d'ajouter,  que  Sa  Ma- 
jeste verrait  avec  tin  vrai  Regret  la  Certitude  de  ,ces 
Dispositions,  si  peu  compatibles  avec  Le  Desir  ardent 
qui  Famine,  de  pouvoir  rendre  la  Paix  aux  Deux 
Nations ;  mais  que  si  sans  y  avoir  contribute  de  Sa 
Part,  Sa  Majeste  doit  encore  se  trouver  dans  la  Ne- 
cessite  de  continuer  la  Guerre,  elle  se  conduira  dans 
toutes  les  Occasions  d'apres  les  memes  Principes, 
en  faisant  tout  ce  qui  peut  depentlre  d'Elle  pour  le 
Retablissement  de  la  Paix,  mais  en  persistant  tou- 
jours  a  defendre,  avec  une  Fermete  inebranlable,  la 
Dignite  de  Sa  Couronne  et  les  Intcrets  de  Son  Peu- 
ple. 

Le  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Majeste  Eritan- 
nique  prie  les  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  ,Re- 
publique  Franqaise  d'agreer  1'Assurance  de  sa  haute 
Consideration. 

(Signc)        MALMESBURY. 

A  Lqndres, 

ce  22  Scptembre  1797- 

(No.  .51.)  Translation. 

THE  Undersigned  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Britannick  Majesty  has  rendered  to  his  Court  a  faith- 
fid  Account  of  the  Circumstances  that  have  inter- 
rupted the  Exercise  of  those  important  Fun6tions 
which  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  entrust  to 
him.  His  Majesty  has  deigned  to  honour  with  his 
entire  Approbation  the  Answers  which  the  Under- 
signed has  already  made  to  the  extraordinary  and  un- 
expected Demands  which  the  new  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  Republick  addressed  tp- him  immedi- 
ately upon  their  Arrival  at  Lisle. 

Q  2  But 


But  in  order  to  leave  no  Doubt  respecting  the, 
Nature  and  Object  of  this  Demand,  the  Undersigned 
lias  been  expressly  ordered  to  declare,  in  the  Name 
of  his  Court : 

1.  That  the  full  Powers  with  which  His  Majesty  had 
thought  proper  to  furnish  him  for  negotiating  and 
concluding  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  are  conceived  and 

/  expressed  m  the  most  ample  Form,  authorizing  the 
\  Undersigned  fully,  and  without  Reserve,  to  sign  jiny 
Treaty  upon  which  he  might  agree  with  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  whatever  its  Nature  or  Conditions 
might  be ;  conforming  himself  in  all  Cases  to  the  In- 
structions which  he  might  receive  from  his  Court. 

2.  That  these  full  Powers  have  been  received  and 
recognized  as  sufficient,  as  well  by  the  Plenipotenti- 
aries with  whom  he  has  hitherto  treated,  as  by  the 
Directory  themselves,  and  that  there  is  consequently 
no  Room   for   any  new  Discussion  upon  a  Subject 
which  has  already  been  closed  by  common  Agree- 
ment, and  which  moreover  is  not  liable  to  any  Doubt 
or  Difficulty  whatever  ;  every  Thing  which  has  been 
done  hitherto  upon  this  Subject,  being  entirely  con- 
formable to  Customs  long  established  and  recognized 
by  all  the  Nations  of  Europe. 

3.  That  the  Demand   of  the  Directory  therefore, 
in  Reality,  refers  not  to  the  full  Powers  of  the  Un- 
dersigned, but  to  the  Extent  of  his  Instructions,  of 

y  which  the  Directory  could  not,  under  any  Circum- 
A  stances,  require  any  Communication,  further  than 
as  the  Undersigned  himself  might  judge  such  a  Com- 
munication conducive  to  the  Success  of  the  Nego- 
tiation ;  and  that  very  far  from  being  in  a  Situation 
to  be  called  upon  for  any  new  Explanations  whatever, 
the  Undersigned  had  every  Reason  to  expect,  from 
the  repeated  Communications  which  had  been  made 
to  him  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  that  he 
should  immediately  receive  a  Contre-Projet,  of  a 
Nature  to  facilitate  the  further  Progress  of  the  Ne- 
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gotiation   which  had  been  suspended  for  more  than 
Two  Months. 

4.  That  the  Court  of  London  had  good  Reason 
to  be   still  more   astonished   at  the  Substance  of  the 
new  Demand  made  to  the  Undersigned  ;  a  Demand 
relating  to  Preliminary  Conditions  which  had  already 
been   rejected   at  the  very.  Commencement  of  the 
Negotiation,  and   from  which  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries had  in  Effect  departed,  by  a  formal  Noti-)y 
fixation  of  the  Measures  which  the  Directory  were 

in  consequence  taking  for  the  Purpose  of  coming  to 
some  Arrangement  with  their  Allies, 

5.  That   it   is  therefore   only    by  consenting  to 
treat  upon  the  Basis  of  the  Project,  detailed  with  so 
much  Openness,  which' was  presented  by  the  Under- 
signed  a   few   Days   after   his  Arrival  at  Lisle,  or 
by  returning  a  Contfe-Projet  of  a  conciliatory  Nature, 
agreeably  to  the  Assurances   which   he  received   so 
long  ago,  that   it  appears   possible  to  continue   the 
Negotiation,   which   the    Plenipotentiaries    have    so 
strongly  assured  him  that  the  Directory  did  not  wish 
to  break  off,    notwithstanding  the  Measures  lately 
adopted  with  respect  to  him  :  A  Measure  which  the 
Undersigned   forbears   to  characterize,    but   which 
could  not  fail  to  produce"   in  this  Country  the  Im- 
pression of  a  Disposition  by  no  Means  pacifick  on 
the  Part  of  the  Directory. 

The'  Undersigned  is  directed  to  add,  that  His 
'Majesty  would  see  with  real  Regret  the  Certainty  of 
the  Existence  of  such  a  Disposition,  so  little  com- 
patible-with  the  ardent  Desire  with  which  he  is 
animated  to  restore  Peace  to  the  Two  Nations ;  but 
that  if,  without  having  Himself  contributed  to  it  on. 
His  Part,  He  should  again  find  HimseTf  under  the 
Necessity  of  continuing  the  War,  He  will  conduct 
Himself  upon  every  Occasion  agreeably  to  the  same 
Principles,  doing  every  thing  which  can  depend 
ypon  him  for  the  Re-establisliment  of  Peace,  but 

persisting 
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persisting  to  defend,  with  an  unshaken  Firmness  the 
.iity  of  His  Crown,  and   the   Interests  of  His 
People, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic k 
Majesty  requests  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republick  to  accept  the  Assurance  of  his 
Jjigh  Consi deration. 

(Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

London, 
[   the  22d  of  September  1797. 

(No.  52.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lot  d 

Malraesbury. 

LES  Ministres  Plenipoteptiaires  de  la  Republique 
Franchise,  charges  de  traiter  de  la  Paix  avec  1'Angle- 
terre,  out  requ  la  Note,  datee  de  Londres,  qui  leur 
a  etc  apportee  par  un  Courier  extraordinaire,  de  la 
Part  de  Lord  Malmesbury..  Us  ont  1'Honneur  de  lui 
repondre,  que  leur  Note  du  2Q  Fruclidor,  a  laquelle 
ils  se  referent,  presentait  la  double  Assurance  de 
1'Intention  formelle  du  Gouvernemcnt  Frar.r,ais  do 
continuer  les  Negociations  de  la  Paix,  &  de  sa  Deter- 
mination constante  de  n'accedcr  qu'a  des  Con- 
dons compatibles  avec  la  Dignite  de  la  lltpubliquc 
Franchise. 

Une  Paix,  dont  la  Base  serai t  con trai re  aux  Loix, 

ou  aux  Engagemens  pris  avec  les  Allies,   ne  saurait 

;;lir  1'Espoir  de  la  Nation.     C'est  un  Point  dont 

]e  Directoire  Executif  ne  s'est  jamais  dcparti,    &  sur 

lequel  ses  Scntimens  n'ont  jamais  varie. 

Le  Lord  Malmesbury  ayant  formellement  declare 
dans  ses  Notes  des  15  &  24  Juillet,  &cn  dernier  Lieu 
du  17  Sepu.-mbre,  qu'il  n'avait  pas  les  Puuvoirs  nc- 
cessaires  pour  restitucr  les  Possessions  Hollandaises 
&  Espagnoles,  occupees  par  les  Troupes  de  ba  Ma- 
jeste  Britanr.ique,  le  Directoire  Exccutif  a  d<.-nne 
une  nouvelle  Preuvc  dc  sa  loya!c  Fninehi:-.e  8c  de 
'  d'acctleier  la  Conclusion^  en  invitant  le 

Lord 
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Lord  Malniesbury  a  se  retirer  vers  sa  Couiypour  ob- 
tenir  des  Automations,  sans  lesquelles  il  ne  pent  pas 
conclure  ;  Demarche  necessite  par  les  Declarations 
du  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majeste  Britan- 
nique,  &  sur  laquelle  il  est  impossible  de  faire  pren- 
dre  le  Change  a  tout  Esprit  juste. 

Les  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Franchise  prient  le  Lord  Malmesbury  d'agreer  les 
Assurances  de  leur  haute  Consideration. 

(Signe)         TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

Lille,  le  4Vendemiaire, 

An  5  de  la  Republique. 

(Sept.  25,  1/y;.) 

Par  les  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires, 
le  Sec.  Gen.  de  la  Legation, 

DERCHE. 

(No.  52.)  Translation. 

•  THE  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
publick,  commissioned  to  treat  of  Peace  with  Eng- 
land, have  received  the  Note,  dated  from  London, 
which  has  been  brought  to  them  by  an  extraordinary 
Messenger,  from  Lord  Malmesbury.  They  have 
the  Honour  to  answer  to  him,  that  their  Npte  of  the 
2Qth  Fructidor,  to  which  they  refer,  offered  the 
double  Assurance  of  the  settled  Intention  of  the' 
French  Government  to  continue  the  Negotiations 
for  Peace,  and  of  its  constant  Determination  not  to 
agree  to  any  "other  Conditions  than  such  as  are  com- 
patible with  the  Dignity  of  the  French  Repyblick. 

A  Peace,  of  which  the  Basis  should  be  contrary  to 
the  Laws,  or  to  the  Engagements  taken  with  its  Al- 
lies, would  never  satisfy  the  Hopes  of  the  Nation. 
It  is  a  Point  from  which  the  Executive  Directory  has 
never  departed,  and  upon  which  its  Sentiments  have 
never  varied. 

3  Lord 
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Lord  Malmesbury  having  formally  declared  in  his 
Notes  of  the  15th  and  24th  of  July,  and  in  the  last 
Instance  in  that  of 'the  17th  September,  that  he  had 
not  the  Powers  necessary  for  restoring  the  Dutch  and 
Spanish  Possessions,  occupied  by  the  Troops  of  His 
Britannick  Majesty,  the  Executive  Directory  has 
given  a  new  Proof  of  its  Openness,  and  of  its  Desire 
to  accelerate  the  Conclusion  of  Peace,  in  requiring 
Lord  Malmesbury  to  return  to  his  Court,  for  the 
Purpose  of  obtaining  the  Authority,  without  which 
he  cannot  conclude  ;  a  Measure  rendered  necessary 
by  the  Declaration  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  His  Britannick  Majesty,  and  upon  which  it  ifc 
impossible  to  give  a  wrong  Impression  to  any  thinking 
and  impartial  Mind. 

The  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
publick  request  Lord  Malmesbury  to  accept  the  As- 
surance of  their  high  Consideration. 

(Signed)         TREILHARD, 
BONNIER. 

Lisle,  4th  Vendemiaire, 
5th  Year  of.  the  Republick, 
(Sept.  25,  1797.) 

DKRCHE. 

(Xo.  53.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord 

Malrm'.sbury. 

LES  Ministres  Plenipotentiaries  de  la  Rcpublique 
Franchise,  charges  de  traiter  de  la  Paix  avec  1'An- 
gleterre,  ont  THonneur  de  faire  *sqavoir  au  Lord 
Malmesbury,  qu'aiant  adresse  Copie  de  sa  derniere 
Note  &  son  Gouvernement,  le  Direcloire  Executil 
leur  a  present  de  declarer  en  son  Norn,  qu'il  n'a  pas 
cesse  de  vouloir  la  Paix ;  qu'il  a  donne  une  Preuve 
non  Equivoque  du  Sentiment  qui  1'anime,,  lorsqu'il  a- 
ordonnc  aux  Ministres  Plenipotcntiaires  de  la  Repu- 
blique  de  reclamer  une  Explication  cathegorique  suf 
les  Pouvoirs  donnes  par  le  Gouvernement  Anglais  & 
$,»nMinistrePlcnipotcntiaire;  quecetteDematidc  n'a-j 
vait,  et  ne  pouvait  avoir,  crautire  Objet,  que  d'amener 

enfin 


enfin  la  Negociation  a  une  Issue  prompte  et  heu- 
reuse. 

Que  1'Ordre  donne  aux  Ministres  Plenipoten- 
tiaires dc  la  Republique  de  rester  a  Lille  apre"s  le  De- 
part clu  Lord  Malrnesbury,  est  une  nouvelle  Preuve 
eue  le  Dire&oire  avait  desire  et  prevu  son  Retour 
avec  des  Pouvoirs  qui  ne  sefaient  pas  Illusoires,  et 
dont  la  Limitation  ne  serait  plus  un  Pretexte  pour 
retarder  la  Conclusion  de  la  Paix. 

Q.ue  telles  sont  toujours  les  Intentions  et  les  Espe- 
rances  du  Directoire  Executif,  qui  enjoint  aux  Mi- 
nistres Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique  de  ne 
quitter  Lille,,  qu'au  Moment  ou  1'Absence  prolongee 
du  Negociateur  ne  hissera  plus  de  Doute  sur  1'In- 
tention  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique  de  rqmpre  toute 
Negociation. 

Qu'en  consequence  le  vingt-cinq  Vendemiaire  cou- 
rant  (16  O&obre  vieux  style)  est  le  Terme  fixe  pour 
le  Rappel  desMinisrres  Plenipotentiaires  de  laRepu* 
blique  Franqaise,  dans  le  Cas  oil  a  cette  Epoque  le 
Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de'Sa  Majeste  Britannique 
n  e  serait  pas  rendu  a  Lille. 

Le  Direcloire  Executif  eprouvera  un  vif  Regret 
qu'un  Rapprochement  deja  entame  deux  fois  n'ait  pu 
etre  consomme  ;  mais  sa  Conscience  et  1'Europe  en- 
tiere  lui  rendront  ce  Temoignage,  que  le  Gouverne- 
ment  Anglais  seul  aura  fait  peser  le  Fleau  de  la 
Guerre  sur  les  Deux  Nations. 

Les  Ministres  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique 
Franchise  pnent  le  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa 
Majeste  Britannique  d'agreer  les  Assurances  de  leaf 
haute  Consideration. 

(Signe)         TREILHARD. 
BONNIER, 

Lille,  cc  10  Vendemiaire, 
An  Q,  de  la  ilepabh^ue 
Frangaise. 

•      Le  Sccr.  de  la  Legation, 


R 
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(No.  53.)  Translation. 

THE  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Republick,  charged  to  treat  for  Peace  with  England, 
have  ihe  Honour  to  inform  Lord  Malmesbury,  that 
having  sent  a  Copy  of  his  last  Note  to  their  Govern- 
ment, the  Executive  Directory  has  directed  them  to 
declare  in  its  Name,  That  it  has  never  ceased  to  wish 
for  Peace  ;  That  it  gave  an  unequivocal  Proof  of  the 
Sentiment  which  animates  it,  when  it  ordered  the 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republick  to  require 
a  categorical  Explanation  as  to  the  Powers  given  by 
the  English  Government  to  its  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary ;  That  this  Demand  had,  and  could  have,  no 
other  Object  but  to  bring  the  Negotiation  to  a  speedy 
and  successful  Issue : 

That  the  Order  given  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  Republick  to  remain  at  Lisle  after  the  Departure 
of  Lord  Malmesbury,  is  another  Proof  that  the  Di- 
rectory had  desired  and  foreseen  his  Return  with 
Powers  that  should  not  be  illusory,  and  the  Limita- 
tion of  which  should  no  longer  be  a  Pretext  for  de- 
laying the  Conclusion  of  Peace  : 

That  such  are  still  the  Hopes  and  Intentions  of  the 
Executive  Directory,  which  enjoins  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  Repubiick  not  to  quit  Lisle 
iill  the  continued  Absence  of  the  Negotiator  should 
no  longer  leave  any  Doubt  of  the  Intention  of  His 
'Britannick  Majesty  to  break  off  all  Negotiation  : 

That  consequently  the  25th  Vcndemiaire  (l6rh  of 
Octobre  Old  Style)  is  the  Period  fixed  for  the  Recall 
of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
publick, supposing  that,  at  that  Time,  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannick  Majesty  shall  not 
have  arrived  at  Lisle. 

The  Executive  Directory'  will  feel  the  greatest  Re- 
gret that  a  Reconciliation,  already  twice  attempted, 
should  not  be  perfected ;  but  its  Conscience,  >ind 
G  th« 


the  Whole  of  Europe,  will  bear  it  Testimony,  that  it 
is  the  English  Government  alone  that  will  have  in- 
flicted the  Scourge  of  War  upon  the  Two  Nations. 

The  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
publick  entreat  the  Minister' Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Britannick  Majesty  to  accept  the  Assurances  of  their 
high  Consideration. 

(Signed)        TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

Lisle,  10th  Vendemiaire, 
6th  Year  of  the  French  Republick,  . 
(October  1,  1797.) 

The  Sec.  of  the  Legation, 
DERCHE. 

(No.  54.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmesbury  to  the  Frenck 

Plenipotentiaries. 

LE  Soussigne  ayant  remis  an  Ministere  du  Roi  la 
Note  des  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Republique  Fran- 
cjaise,  a  1'ordre  de  leur  observer, 

Que  ce  n'est  qu'en  consequence de^'Injonclion  for- 
melle  et  positive  du  Directoire,  qu'il  a  quitte  Lille  : 
que  ses  Pouvoirs  n'etaient  ni  illusoires  ni  limites,  et 
que  rien  n'a  ete  omis  de  sa  Part  pour  accelerer  la  Ne- 
gociation,  qui  n'a  ete  retardee  que  par  les  Delais  du 
Direcloire,  et  qui  n'est  aujourd'ruii  suspendue  que 
par  son  Aele. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  la  Reprise  des  Conferences  le 
Soussigne  ne  peut  que  se  r<5ferer  a  sa  derniere  Note, 
ou  il  a  designe  avec  Franchise  et  Precision  les  seuls 
Moyens  qui  restent  pour  continuer  la  Negociation  : 
observant,  en  meme  Terns,  que  le  Roi  ne  pourrait 
plus  traiter  en  Pais  Ennemi  sans  avoir  la  Certitude  de 
voir  respecter  pour  1'avenir  daas  la  Personne  de  son 
Plenipotentiaire  les  Usages  etablis  parmi  toutes  les 
Nations  civilisees,  a  1'egard  des  Ministres  Publics, 
et  principalement  de  ceux  charges  de  travailler  au 
Retablissement  de  la  Paix. 
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Le  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majestc  Bri- 
tannique  prie  les  Ministres-  Plenipotentiaires  de  la 
Kepublique  Franchise  d'agrcer  les  Assurances  de  sa 
haute  Consideration. 

(Signe)        MALMESBURY, 

a  Londres,  ce  5  Oftobre  1/97. 

(No.  54.)  Translation. 

THE  Undersigned  having  laid  before  the  King's 
Ministry  the  Note  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
French  Republick,  is  directed  to  observe  to  them, 

That  it  is  only  in  consequence  of  the  formal  and 
positive  Injunction  of  the  Directory  that  he  quitted 
LisJe ;.  That  his  Powers  were  neither  illusory  nor 
limited  ;  And  that  nothing  was  omitted  on  his  Part 
ro  accelerate  the  Negotiation,  which  has  been  only 
retarded  by  the  Delays  of  the  Directory,  and  which 
at  this  Moment  is  only  suspended  by  its'  Act. 

With  regard  to  the  Renewal  of  the  Conference?, 
the  Undersigned  can  only  refer  to  his  last  Note, 
where  he  has  explained  with  Frankness  and  Precision 
the  only  Means  which  remain  for  continuing  the 
Negotiation  ;  observing,  at  the  same  Time,  that 
the  King  could  no  longer  treat  in  an  Enemy's 
Country,  without  being  certain  that  the  Customs 
established  amongst  all  civilized  Nations,  with  regard 
to  Publick  Ministers,  and  especially  to  those  charged 
to  negotiate  for  the  Re-establishmeht  of  Peace, 
would  »be  respected  for  the  future  in  the  Person  of 
His  Plenipotentiary. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannick 
Majesty  requests  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  th« 
French  Republick  to  accept  the  Assurance  of  his 
high  Consideration. 

(Signed)         MALMESByRY. 
Jnndon,  .5 fli  Oflober, 
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His  Majesty's  benevolent  endeavours  to  re- 
store to  his  People  the  Blessings  of  secure  and 
honourable  Peace,  again  repeated  without 
success,  have  again  demonstrated  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  the  determined  and  per- 
severing hostility  of  the  Government  of  France, 
in  whose  unprovoked  aggression  the  War 
originated,  and  by  whose  boundless  and  de- 
structive Ambition  it  is  still  prolonged.  And 
\vhile  by  the  course  of  these  transactions,  con- 
tinued proofs  have  been  afforded  to  all  his 
Majesty's  faithful  Subjects,  of  his  anxious  and 
unremitting  solicitude  for  their  welfare,  they 
cannot,  at  the  same  time,  have  failed  to  re- 
cognize, in  the  uniform  conduct  of  the  Enemy, 
the  spirit  by  which  the  Councils  of  France  are 
still  actuated,  and  the  objects  to  which,  they 
are  directed. 


His  Majesty  could  not  but  feel  how  much 
the  means  of  Peace  had  been  obstructed  by 
the  many  additional  difficulties  which  his  Ene- 
mies had  so  repeatedly  thrown  in  the  way  of 
every  Negotiation.  Nevertheless,  on  the  very 
first  appearance  of  circumstances  in  some  de- 
gree more  favourable  to  the  interests  of  hu- 
manity, the  same  ardent  desire  for  the  ease 
and  happiness  of  his  Subjects,  induced  his  Ma- 
jesty to  renew  his  overtures  for  terminating 
the  calamities  of  War  :  thus  availing  himself 
of  every  opening  which  could  in  any  manner 
lead  to  secure  and  honourable  Peace,  and 
consulting  equally  the  wishes  of  his  own  heart, 
and  the  principles  by  which  his  conduct  has 
invariably  been  guided. 

New  obstacles  were  immediately  interpo- 
sed by  those  who  still  directed  the  Councils  of 
France,  and  who,  amidst  the  general  desire  for 
Peace,  which  they  could  not  at  that  time 
openly  disclaim,  still  retained  the  power  of 
frustrating  the  wishes  of  their  own  country, 
of  counteracting  his  Majesty's  benevolent  in- 
tentions, and  of  obstructing  that  result,  which 
was  so  necessary  for  the  happiness  of  both 
nations.  Difficulties  of  form  were  studiously 
Created  ;  modes  of  Negotiation  were  insisted 
upon,  the  most  inconsistent  with  their  own 
conduct  in  every  other  instance ;  the  same 
spirit  appeared  in  every  step  which  was  taken 
by  them  ;  and  while  the  most  unwarranted 
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^-.insinuations  were  thrown  out,  and  the  most 
*y*r  unfounded  reproachesKbrought  forward,  the 
^  'established  customs  and  usages,  which  have 
long  prevailed  in  Europe,  were  purposely  de- 
parted from,  even  in  the  simplest  acts  which 
were  to  be  done  on  their  part  for  the  renewal 
of  the  Negotiations.  All  these  things  his  Ma- 
jesty determined  to  disregard  ;  not  as  being  in- 
sensible of  their  purport  and  tendency,  nor 
unmindful  of  the  importance  of  these  points, 
in  the  public  intercourse  of  great  and  inde- 
pendent nations,  but  resolving  to  defeat  the 
object  of  these  artifices,  and  to  suffer  no  sub- 
ordinate or  inferior  consideration  to  impede, 
on  his  part,  the  discussion  of  the  weighty  and 
extensive  interests  on  which  the  termination 
of  the  War  must  necessarily  depend. 

He  directed  his  Minister  to  repair  to  France, 
furnished  with  the  most  ample  powers,  and 
instructed  to  communicate  at  once  an  explicit 
and  detailed  proposal  and  plan  of  Peace,  re- 
duced into  the  shape  of  a  regular  Treaty,  just 
and  moderate  in  its  principles,  embracing  all 
the  interestsconcerned,  and  extending  to  every 
subject  connected  with  the  restoration  of  pub- 
lic tranquillity.  The  communication  of  this 
Paper,  delivered  in  the  very  first  conference, 
was  accompanied  by  such  explanations  as  fully 
stated  and  detailed  the  utmost  extent  of  his 
Majesty's  views,  and  at  the  same  time  gave 
ample  room  for  the  examination  of  every  dis- 
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puted  point,  for  mutual  arrangement  and  con- 
cession, and  for  reciprocal  facilities  arising  out 
of  the  progress  of  fair  discussion. 

To  this  proceeding,  open  and  liberal  be- 
yond example,  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
Enemies  opposes  the  most  striking  contrast. 
From  them  no  Counter-project  has  ever  yet 
been  obtained  :  no  statement  of  the  extent  or 
nature  of  the  conditions  on  which  they  would 
conclude  any  Peace  with  these  Kingdoms. 
Their  pretensions  have  always  been  brought 
forward  either  as  detached  or  as  preliminary 
points,  distinct  from  the  main  object  of  Nego- 
tiation, and  accompanied,  in  every  instance, 
with  an  express  reserve  of  farther  and  unex- 
plained demands. 

The  points  which,  in  pursuance  of  this  sys- 
tem, the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Enemy  pro- 
posed for  separate  discussion  in  their  first  con- 
ferences with  his  Majesty's  Minister,  were  at 
once  frivolous  and  offensive*;  none  of  them 
productive  of  any  solid  advantage  to  France, 
but  all  calculated  to  raise  new  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  Peace.  And  to  these  demands  was 
soon  after  added  another,  in  its  form  unpre- 
cedented, in  its  substance  extravagant,  and 
such  as  could  originate  only  in  the  most  de- 
termined and  inveterate  hostility.  The  prin-  * 
ciple  of  mutual  compensation,  before  ex-^ 
pressly  admitted  by  common  consent,  as  the 
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just  and  equitable  basis  of  Negotiation,  was 
now   disclaimed;    every  idea  of  moderation 
or  reason,  every  appearance  of  justice,  was 
disregarded;  and  a  concession  was  required 
from  his  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  as  a  prer 
liminary  and  indispensable  condition  of  Ne- 
gotiation,   which  must  at  once  have  super- 
seded all  the  objects,  and  precluded  all  the 
means  of  treating.     France,    after   incorpo- 
rating with  her  own  dominions  so  a  large  a 
portion  of   her   conquests,   and  affecting  to 
have  deprived   herself,  by  her  own  internal 
regulations,  of  the  power  of  alienating  these 
valuable  additions  of  territory,  did  not  scruple 
to  demand  from  his  Majesty  the  absolute  and 
unconditional  surrender  of  all  that  the  energy 
of  his  People,  and  the  Valour  of  his  Fleets  and 
Armies,  have  conquered  in  the  present  War, 
either  from  France  or  from  her  Allies.  She  re- 
quired that  the  power  of  Great  Britain  should 
be  confined  within  its  former  limits,  at  the  very 
moment  when  her  own   dominion  was  ex- 
tended to  a  degree  almost  unparalleled  in  his- 
tory.   She  insisted,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  danger,  the  means  of  resistance 
should  be  diminished  ;  and  that  his  Majesty 
should  give  up,  without  compensation,  and 
into  the  hands  of  his  Enemies,  the  necessary 
defences  of   his    possessions,  and  the   future 
safeguards  of  his  empire.    Nor  was  even  this 
demand  brought  forward  as  constituting  the 
terms  of  Peace,  but  the  price  of  Negotiation  ; 
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as  the  condition  on  which  alone  his  Majesty 
was  to  be  allowed  to  learn  what  further  un- 
explained demands  were  still  reserved,  and  to 
what  greater  sacrifices  these  unprecedented 
concessions  of  honour  and  safety  were  to 
lead.  XL  jU,  ^  ! 

Whatever  were  the  impressions  which  such 
a  proceeding  created,  they  did  not  induce  the 
King  abruptly  to  preclude  the  means  of  Ne- 
gotiation. In  rejecting  without  a  moment's 
hesitation  a  demand,  which  could  have  been 
made  for  no  other  reason  than  because  it  was 
his  Majesty,  from  the  fixed  reso- 
lution to  avail  himself  of  every  chance  of 
bringing  the  Negotiation  to  a  favourable 
issue,  directed  that  an  opening  should  still 
•be  left  for  treating  on  reasonable  and  equal 
grounds,  such  as  might  become  the  dignity  of 
his  Crown,  and  the  rank  and  station  in  Europe 
in  which  it  has  pleased  the  Divine  Providence 
to  place  the  British  Nation.  6* 


This  temperate  and  conciliatory  conduct 
was  strongly  expressive  of  the  benevolence  of 
his  Majesty's  intentions  ;  and  it  appeared  for 
some  time  to  have  prepared  the  way  for  that 
result  which  has  been  the  uniform  object  of  all 
his  measures.  Two  months  elapsed  after  his 
Majesty  had  unequivocally  and  definitively 
refused  to  comply  with  the  unreasonable  and 
extravagant  Preliminary  which  had  been  de- 


manded  by  his  Enemies.  During  all  that 
time  the  Negotiation  was  continued  open,  the 
conferences  were  regularly  held,  and  the  de- 
mand thus  explicitly  rejected  by  one  party, 
was  never  once  renewed  by  the  other.  It  was 
not  only  abandoned  ;  it  was  openly  disclaim- 
ed ;  assurances  were  given  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  it.  Promises  were  continually  re- 
peated, that  his  Majesty's  explicit  and  detailed 
proposals  should  at  length  be  answered  by 
that  which  could  alone  evince  a  real  disposi- 
tion to  negotiate  with  sincerity,  by  the  de- 
livery of  a  Counter-project,  of  a  nature  tend- 
ing to  facilitate  the  conclusion  of  Peace  ;  and 
the  long  delays  of  the  French  Government  in 
executing  these  promises  were  excused  and 
accounted  for  by  an  unequivocal  declaration, 
that  France  was  concerting  with  her  Allies  for 
those  sacrifices  on  their  part,  which  might 
afford  the  means  of  proceeding  in  the  Nego- 
tiation. Week  after  week  passed  over  in  the 
repetition  of  these  solemn  engagements  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty's  Enemies.  His  desire  for 
Peace  induced  him  to  wait  for  their  comple- 
tion, with  an  anxiety  proportioned  to  the 
importance  of  the  object  ;  nor  was  it  much  to 
expect  that  his  Minister  should  at  length  be 
informed  what  was  the  extent  and  nature  of 
the  conditions  on  which  his  Enemies  were 
disposed  to  terminate  the  War. 

It  was  in  this  stage  of  the  business  that,  on 


the  i  ith  of  September,  the  appointment  of 
new  Plenipotentiaries  was  announced  on  the 
part  of  France,  under  a  formal  promise  that 
their  arrival  should  facilitate  and  expedite  the 
work  of  Peace. 

To  renew,  in  a  shape  still  more  offensive 
than  before,  the  inadmissible  demand  so  long 
before  brought  forward,  and  so  long  abandon- 
ed, was  the  first  act  of  these-,  new  Messengers 
of  Peace.  And  such  was  now  the  undisguised 
impatience  of  the  King's  Enemies  to  terminate 
all  treaty,  and  to  exclude  all  prospect  of  ac- 
commodation, that  even  the  continuance  of 
the  King's  Plenipotentiary  at  the  appointed 
place  of  Negotiation  was  made  by  them  to  de- 
pend on  his  immediate  compliance  with  a 
condition  which  his  Court  had,  two  months 
before,  explicitly  refused,  and  concerning 
which  no  farther  discussion  had  since  occur- 
red. His  reply  was  such  as  the  occasion 
required :  and  he  immediately  received  a 
positive  and  written  order  to  depart  from 
France. 

The  subsequent  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
Enemies  lias  aggravated  even  this  proceeding, 
and  added  fresh  insult  to  this  unexampled 
outrage.  The  insurmountable  obstacles  which 
they  threw  in  the  way  of  Peace  were  accom- 
panied with  an  ostentatious  profession  of  the 
most  pacific  dispositions.  In  cutting  off  the 


means  of  Negotiation,  they  still  pretended  to 
retain  the  strongest  desire  to  negotiate  :  in  or- 
dering the  King's  Minister  to  quit  their  coun- 
try, they  professed  the  hope  of  his  immediate 
return  to  it.  And  in  renewing  their  former  in- 
admissible and  rejected  demand,  they  declared 
their  confident  expectation  of  a  speedy  arid  fa- 
vourable answer.  Yet  before  any  answer  could 
arrive,  they  published  a  Declaration,  annouri-  It' 
cing  to  their  country  thedepartureoftheKing's 
Minister,  and  attempting,  as  in  every  former 
instance,  to  ascribe  to  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  the  disappointment  of  the  general  wish 
for  Peace,  and  the  renewal  of  all  the  calamities 
of  War.  The  same  attempt  has  been  pro- 
longed in  subsequent  Communications, equally 
insidious  and  illusory,  by  which  they  have 
obviously  intended  to  furnish  the  colour  and 
empty  pretence  of  a  wish  for  Peace,  while  they 
have  still  studiously  and  obstinately  persisted 
in  evading  every  step  which  could  lead  to  the 
success  of  any  Negotiation;  have  continued  to 
insist  on  the  same  inadmissible  and  extrava- 
gant Preliminary,  and  have  uniformly  with- 
held all  explanation,  either  on  the  particulars 
of  the  Proposals  of  Peace,  so  long  since  de- 
livered by  his  Majesty's  Minister,  or  on  any 
other  terms  on  which  they  were  themselves 
ready  to  conclude  :  and  this  in  the  vain  hope, 
that  it  could  be  possible  by  any  artifice  to 
disguise  the  truth  of  these  transactions,  or  that 
any  exercise  of  power,  however  despotic, 
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could  prevent  such  facts  from  being  known, 
felt,  and  understood,  even  in  France  itself. 

To  France,  to  Europe,  and  to  the  world,  it 
must  be  manifest,  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment (while  they  persist  in  their  present 
sentiments)  leave  his  Majesty  without  any  al- 
ternative, unless  he  were  prepared  to  surren- 
der and  sacrifice  to  the  undisguised  Ambition 
of  his  Enemies,  the  Honour  of  his  Crown  and 
the  Safety  of  his  Dominions.  It  must  be  mani- 
fest that,  instead  of  shewing  on  their  part,  any 
inclination  to  meet  his  Majesty's  pacific  over- 
tures on  any  moderate  terms,  they  have  never 
brought  themselves  to  state  any  terms  (how- 
ever exorbitant)  on  which  they  were  ready 
to  conclude  Peace.  They  have  asked  as  a  Pre- 
liminary (and  in  the  form  the  most  arrogant 
and  offensive)  Concessions,  which  the  compa- 
rative situation  of  the  two  Countries  would 
have  rendered  extravagant  in  any  stage  of  Ne- 
gotiation ;  which  were  directly  contrary  to 
their  own  repeated  professions  ;  and  which 
nevertheless,  they  peremptorily  required  to  be 
complied  with  in  the  very  outset ;  reserving 
an  unlimited  power  of  afterwards  accumulat- 
ing, from  time  to  time,  fresh  demands,  increas- 
ing in  proportion  to  every  new  Concession. 

On  t^e  other  hand,  the  Terms  proposed  by 
his  Majesty  have  been  stated  in  the  most  clear, 
open,  and  unequivocal  manner.  The  discus- 


c  is  3 

sion  of  all  the  points  to  which  they  relate,  or 
of  any  others,  which  the  Enemy  might  bring 
forward  as  the  Terms  of  Peace,  has  been,  on 
his  Majesty's  part,  repeatedly  called  for,  as  of- 
ten promised  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries, 
but  to  this  day  has  never  yet  been  obtained. 
The  rupture  of  the  Negotiation  is  not,  there- 
fore, to  be  ascribed  to  any  pretensions  (however 
inadmissible)  urged  as  the  Price  of  Peace ;  not 
to  any  ultimate  difference  on  Terms,  however 
exorbitant ;  but  to  the  evident  and  fixed  de- 
termination of  the  Enemy  to  prolong  the  con- 
test, and  to  pursue,  at  all  hazards,  their  hostile 
designs  against  the  prosperity  and  safety  of 
these  Kingdoms. 

While  this  determination  continues  to  pre- 
vail/his  Majesty's  earnest  wishes  and  endea- 
vours to  restore  Peace  to  his  Subjects  must  be 
fruitless.  But  his  sentiments  remain  unaltered. 
He  looks  with  anxious  expectation  to  the  mo- 
ment when  the  Government  of  France  may 
shew  a  disposition  and  spirit  in  any  degree  cor- 
responding to  his  own.  And  he  renews,  even 
now,  and  before  all  Europe,  the  solemn  De- 
claration, that,  in  spite  of  repeated  provoca- 
tions, and  at  the  very  moment  when  his  claims 
have  been  strengthened  and  confirmed  by 
that  fresh  success  which,  by  the  Blessing  of 
Providence,  has  recently  attended  his  arms,  he 
is  yet  ready  (if  the  calamities  of  War  can  now 
be  closed)  to  conclude  Peace  on  the  same  mo- 
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derate  and  equitable  principles  and  terms 
•which  he  has  before  proposed  :  the  reject  ion 
of  such  terms  must  now,  more  than  ever,  de- 
monstrate the  implacable  animosity,  and  in- 
satiable  ambition  of  those  with  whom  he  has 
to  contend,  and  to  them  alone  muse  the  future 
consequences  of  the  prolongation  of  the  War 
be  ascribed. 

If  such,  unhappily,  is  the  spirit  by  which 
they  are  still  actuated,  his  Majesty  can  neither 
hesitate  as  to  the  principles  of  his  own  conduct, 
nor  doubt  the  sentiments  and  determination 
of  his  People.  He  will  not  be  wanting  to 
them,  and  he  is  confident  they  will  not  be 
wanting  to  themselves,  He  has  an  anxious, 
but  a  sacred  and  indispensable  duty  to  fulfil : 
he  will  discharge  it  with  resolution,  constancy, 
and  firmness.  Deeply  as  he  must  regret  the 
continuance  of  a  War,  so  destructive  in  its  pro- 
gress, and  so  burthensome  even  in  its  success, 
he  knows  the  character  of  the  brave  People 
whose  Interests  and  Honour  are  entrusted  to 
him.  These  it  is  the  first  object  of  his  life  to 
maintain:  and  he  is  convinced,  that  neither 
the  Resources  nor  the  Spirit  of  his  Kingdoms 
will  be  found  inadequate  to  this  arduous  con- 
test, or  unequal  to  the  importance  and  value 
of  the  objects  which  are  at  stake.  He  trusts 
that  the  Favour  of  Providence,  by  which  they 
have  always  hitherto  been  supported  against 
all  their  Enemies,  will  be  still  extended  to 
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them  ;  and  that,  under  this  protection,  his 
faithful  Subjects,  by  a  resolute  and  vigorous 
application  of  the  means  which  they  possess, 
will  be  enabled  to  vindicate  the  Independence 
of  their  Country,  and  to  resist  with  just  indig- 
nation the  assumed  superiority  of  an  Enemy, 
against  whom  they  have  fought  with  the  cou- 
rage, and  success,  and  glory  of  their  Ancestors, 
and  who  aims  at  nothing  less  than  to  destroy 
at  once  whatever  has  contributed  to  the  pros- 
perity and  greatness  of  the  British  Empire: 
all  the  channels  of  its  industry,  and  all  the 
sources  of  its  power  ;  its  security  from  abroad, 
its  tranquillity  at  home  ;  and,  above  all,  that 
Const  itution^  on  which  alone  depends  the  un- 
disturbed  enjoyment  of  its  Religion, 
and  Liberties.  _ 


Westminster,  Oct.  25,  1797. 
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SECOND  EDITION.  WITH  ADDITIONS. 

"  This  Pamphlet  contains,  not  only  a  refutation  of ^ a 
peculiar  kind,  of  tlic  principal  points  contetid(?d  for  in 
Mr.  Erskine's  publication ;  a  refutation,  drawn 'from  the 
most  satisfactory  of  all  sources,  the  admissions  of  the  Au- 
thor himself;  but  offers  also  many  pcrtmcnt  ;.nd  impor- 
tant observations,  respecting  the  present  awhil  period, 
u  highly  interesting  to  every  man  whfl  has  any  thing  at 
"  ?rake,  In  the  great  contest  now  depending." 
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